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they that dwell in the Shadow of cath, upon them 


Evil, hateth the Light, &c. John 3. 20, 21. 
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Friend, 


1 
f (HOU mayſt know, that in this 
* * Part of the World call'd Chriften- 
. = dom, the Name Chr:i/tian is very famous, 
, and that there are few therein but defire 8 
* 3 to be call'd by that Name; and a high 
and great Profeſſion of Chriſtianity 
* | abounds amongſt the divers Sects therein, 
all coveting the Name of Chri/tian, but 
the Chriftian-Life, the Nature of Cbriſf 
* 2 ttanity; the Fruits and Effects of the 
2? Holy Spirit are much wanting, and 
the contrary much abounds, whereby 
an evil Savour is ſent forth to the Na- 
tions round about, called Heathens and 
* Infidels: For there is ſcarce any Sort 
of Wickedneſs to be found upon the 
Face of the whele Earth, which is not 


done and committed in this Part of 
„% Op e 
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the World; lle -Chrifendow.” whete- 


by the Jews and Heathen, inſtead of 
being converted, are ſtrengthned and 
confirmed in their Infidelity, Ignorance, 


_ Blindneſs and Idolatry: For, where this 


Nominal or Titular Chriſtian hath pre- 


vailed, as among the Americans, he 


hath ſent forth ſuch a Stink and 11] Sa- 


vour, by his abominable Inhumane 
: Practices, that the Name of Chriſt is 
blaſphemed, and the Chriſtian Religion 


hated, by many that have heard the 


Fame and "pr thereof. 


Had the Life of Chtiſt, - and the 
= Nature of Chriſtianity been known and 
lived in by all that profeſs the Name, 
Chriſtendom had been as a F cruirtul 1 
Field, as a Pleaſant Garden encloſed, as | 
a Vineyard wall'd about full of Trees 1 
of Rizhteouſneſs, and Plants of God's own ; 
Right- hand planting; and the Tree of | 
Lie would have flouriſh'd among them + 
in the midſt thereof; and the Leaves 
of the ſame would have healed the 
Nations round about; it would have 
been as a City ſet upon an Hill, which 


cannot be hid ; and as a Lamp that 


burneth i 
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2 burneth, being fed with ſweet Oil; as a 
;* glorious Light that ſhineth ; and many 
would have fled unto it, as unto a City of 
Refuge, and have walked in the Light 
thereof, have ſeen and beheld their Good 
Works, and have Glorified their Father 


which is in Heaven; they would have 
lain down as a Flock of harmleſs Lambs 


together, ſolacing themſelves in the green 


Paſtures of Life and Salvation, in the 
low Valley, and a-top of that Holy 
Mountain, where no Deſtroyer is, nor 


; none can make afraid ; Where the Lion 
Z eats Straw like the Ox, and where the 
fucking Child plays on the Hole of the 


Aſp, and the weaned Child puts his Hand 


on the Cuckatrices Den without Hurt. 


The Earth would have been full of the 


Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters 


cover the Sea: And this Song would 
have been in Chriſtendom, as in the Land 


of Judab, We have a Atrong City; Sal- ia. 26, 
vation will God appoint for Walls and 
a  Bulwarks: The Gates thereof would 


Rave been open to them, as a Righteous 
Nation, that keepeth the Truth, that 


they might have entered in, and dwelt 


"1 ; 


Ty 8, 9. 
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ſafely; this would have been the State | i 
of Chritenitom, F 


But, alas! alas! the quite contrary | 
appears: Inſtead of being as a Fruitful | 


Field, as a Pleaſant Garden encloſed, 4 
and as a Vineyard planted and walled 


about, bearing Fruit unto God, and 


flouriſhing with Trees and Plants of his 43 
_ own Right-hand planting; its like a 
Deſart, Howling Wilderneſs, full of Bri- J 
ars and Thorns, and hurtful Weeds, where- 
by the Good Seed that was ſown is 
choaked, and the Noble Plant degene- |: 
rated, and become the Plant of a ſttange 
Vine, which brings forth the ſour Grapes, * 


n makes the Wine of Sodom, which 


fills the Whore's Cup, 1 Nations 1 
are made drunk. . 


And inſtead of being like a F lock of 


Harmleſs Lambs, lying down together 


in Love and Unity, feeding in the green 2 
Paſtures of Life and Salvation, in the 


low Valley, and a-top of the Holy 1 


Mountain, where no Deſtroyer is, they 


are like unto a Herd of Swine, that is 1 


poſſeſſed, and runs violently into the Sea, 


or that walloweth in the Mire; and 


like | 
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like the Wolf, Bear, Lion, Aſp, and 5 
Cockatrice, which the little Child hath D 
not Power over; but their devouring 
and poiſonous Nature remains, which 
makes them prey one upon another, bite 
*Y and devour one another, hate and murder 
5 4 one another, even under the Profeſſion 
ind Name of Chriſt and Chriſtianity : So 
7 inſtead of being as a City, whoſe Walls 


a 2 are Salvation, and as the heavenly Feru- 
= 7 /alem, they are like Sodom, Gomorrab, 
is and Babylon: Inſtead of being like a 


5 101 that burneth, being fed with ſweet 
Oil, and a Light that ſhineth, they are 
5 ke a Lamp that's gone out, and a 
1 Candle under a Bed or Buſhel, which 
K gives no Light to others: Inſtead of the 
1 P Love, Brotherly-kinaneſs, Gen- 
F : Fleneſs, Patience, Long-ſuffering, For- 
YT 1 x veneſs, Innocency, Goodneſs, Harmleſneſs, 
£ Rig bree, and Heavenly-mindedneſs of 
3 Fefus, which he and his Followers were 
Z 4 and are indued withal, the quite con- 
q trary abounds; and yet a Profeſſion of 
| 4 Jeſus in Words is not wanting in theſe 
2 | Nations called Chriftendomz fo that 
q {aich's VO, Sight, or Prophecy, is i 
fulfilled 
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fulfilled therein, The ſhew of their Coun- 
tenance doth wi tmneſs againſt them, and they 
declare their Sin as Sodom, they hide it 
not : Wo unto their Souls, for they have 
rewarded Evil unto themſelves ; Children 
are their Oppreſſors, and Women rule over ? 


them: Oh my People ! they which lead thee, Fi 


Cauſe thee to err, and * the Way of I 


thy Paths. 


dla this Dey alſo this Prophecy * | 
. fulfilled in Chriſtendom, Seven Women 
hall take hold of one Man, ſaying, Wewill 


eat our own Bread, and wear our own © 


Apparel, only let us he called by thy Name, 


to take away our Reproach : Theſe ſeven 
Women are, or may fitly be compared 
to, the perfect full Number of all the 
Titular Chri/tians of all the divers Sects 
and Opinions in Chriſtendom, who pro- 
feſs the Name of Chriſt, and call Chriſt ! 
their Huſband, but play the Harlot with * 
other Lovers, eat their own Bread, which 


is the forbidden Fruit, and the old ga- 


ther'd Manna, and wear their own Ap- 


parel, which they have ſewed together 
with their own Hands, and formed 
by their own enten, to cover their 


Nan | 


1 
#4 


F 


+> 
i 


: 


Nakedneſs in Tranſgreſſion: But the 


Lord God, whom they have tranſgreſſed 


2 

C 4 * 

AE 
Wh #4 

- at 
4 


againſt, 18 come down to | walk in his 
„ Garden; and he finds it over-grown 
with Weeds, Thorns, Briars, and Thiſ- 


tles; but neither the Weeds, Trees nor 
Fig-tree Leaves of Profeſſion, though 
ſewed together, and made like a Gar. 
ment of Modeſty and Righteouſneſs, D 
can hide from his All-ſeeing Eye; the 
Word Adam, where art thou? is ſound- 
ed forth, and he and all his Works 


. * * 
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A are found out, the hidden ; Things of 
4 Eſau are ſought out, and the Earth can 
„no longer cover her Slain: But the Blood 

| of Righteous Abel cries, and the Souls 
under the Altar cry, How long Lord, 

++ bor long will it be ere thou avenge thyſelf 


on them that dwell on the Earth, and yet 


a 5 profeſs thy Name and thy Son's Name, 


' Þ and ſay, Thus ſaith the Lord, when they 


, 4 thy Hand? 


h bave not heard thy Voice, nor ſeen thy 
[7 Shape, nor known thy wonderous Works in 
I the Deep, nor regarded the Operation 


of 


3 Becauſe of theſe Things the Cry of 
I the Righteous hath been unto the Lo 


id. 
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in all Apes, and is now in this Ape, 3 
even becauſe of the Hatred and Bloodi- 


neſs of Cain about Religion and- Worſhip, 


and becauſe of the Envy of Eſau about 
the Bleſſing; and becauſe the great 
Whore, who fits upon the Waters, and 
Tides upon the Beaſt, and calls herſelf 4 
the Lamb's Wife, and holds forth her 3 

Golden Cup, full of Abominations, with 
which the Nations, even thoſe called 
Chriſtendom, are made drunk, hath ſo 2 


far prevailed. 


W becauſe the Waters on which $ 
the Whore ſitteth, which are Nations, 
"Tongues and People; and the Beaſt on | 


whom ſhe rides, takes her Golden Cu 


for the Cup of Bleſſing, and for the ; 
| Gold that is tried in the Fire, and the 
Wine of Fornication, for the New Wine | 


of the Kingdom. 


And becauſe this great Whoreis taken 
for the Bride, the Lamb's Wife; the 
Harlot for the Spouſe of Chriſt; the 
Titular Chriſtian for the True; finally, [ 
becauſe Light is called Darkneſs, and 
Darkneſs Light; Good Evil, and Evil 


Good. 


1, | 
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> Righteous are unto 
7 ſpread over 
ple by Tranſgrel- 
1 ſtop the Deat Ear, 
4 that his Glor y may 
; be ſeen, | 


the two 
ſteries of Godlineſs 


5 

n e 
"BM 
a 


ze, 4 1 fay, becauſe of 
7 thele Things the 
Cry and Breathing 
of the Souls of the 


the Lord, that he 
would take away 
the Veil that is 
weep over 


Heart of all Poo: d Paul io wiſo bine 


ſion, and open the 
Blind Eye, and un- 


and his / 
Voice heard, and 


great My- q and hu N unde. Es 


ceived. 
Lend Iniquity reveal. | | 


| This made Jeremy 


wiſh his Head were 
Waters, and bis Eyes 
4 Fountain of Tears, © 
that he might weep Day 


ry Nizbt for the Slat 
the Daughter of his 
Pape . „. 

This made Chriſt to 

Jeruſalem, 


ſeparate from Chriſt 


for bis Brethren's Sato. 


This made the Prophets, 
Apoſtles and Miniſters, 
willing to ſpend and be 

bent, 
and fro, that Knows 


ledge might be encraa/- 


And that People may come to gk 8 
1 opon him whom they have pierced, 
and moutn over him, even him whom 
they have kiſſed with their Lips, but 
7 betrayed in their Hearts, and ſo come 
10 that Godly . Sorrow which leadeth 
| 8 = 


and io run 10 


to ene and a Turning 


the Tree of Life, and to enter through 


the Gate into the City, even the heavenly 5 


unto 11 
him, who redeemeth from all theſe 
Things, and bringeth into Favour wit 
God again, and giveth Right to eat of 


Feruſalem, which, that all may partake ! o 


of and inherit, is the Deſire of the True f 
14 
of Peace and Good-will to all Men; the 
which, that thou mayſt attain unto, take 


Chriſtian, who hath received the 


the Counſel of one who was a Child of Ir 


Wrath as well as others, and once lived 
in the Nature of Cain and Eſau, and 
was one of them on whom the Whore | 
ſate, and was deceived by her Golden 
Cup, and drank of the Wine of her 


Fornication; and once took the Whore 


for the Lamb's Wife, the Harlot for the 


true Woman, Babyhn for Jeruſalem, 
Antichriſt for Chriſt, the Titular Chraſ- 


tian for the True But now knoweth | 


that the Son of God is come, and a 


Underſtanding given, whereby he know- | 

eth him that is true, and is in him that is 

ttue; and hath received Wiſdom to trace 

the Eagle in the Air, and the Serpent on | 
55 ; the I 


7 the Rock, and the Adulterous Woman, who 
4 T careth the Forbidden Fruit, and wipeth 
L her Mouth, and ſaith, She hath done none 
2 Evil; and is now acquainted with the 
2 Wiles and myſterious Workings of him, 
y | who is more ſubtle than all the Beaſts 
e of the Field; and is come to the Rending 
2 of the Veil, and the taking off the 
del Covering, and to the falling of the Scales 
he from his Eyes, and to the Revelation of 
the two great Myſteries of Godlineſs and 
* © Iniquity; I ſay unto thee, whoſoever 
thou art, that readeſt theſe Words, and 
1 knoweſt not the ſame, Turn thy Mind 
inward ; commune with thy own Heart, i 
and be fill; ſtand in awe, and fn not; 
fear to offend that boly Spirit which ſearch= 
eth thy Heart; and love the Reproofs there- 
of, for it's the VV. ay of Life; and wait 
low in the ſame, until that Eye be opened 
in thee that can ſee God's Salvation, that be 
* hath appointed unto the Ends of the Earth; 
ben wilt thou Rejoice therein. Ceaſe from 
Man, whoſe Breath is in his Noftrils, {7 
is and ſpeaks the ftudied Inventions of his 
„ J own corrupt Heart, and the Traditions 
n | 8 his Fore-F athers ; and yet faith, Thus 
es | : Cy 2 009 
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faith the Lord, when he hath not ſpoken } - 
unto him: The liſtening and hearkening to 
this, and following of this in the particular 
and in the general, is the univerſal Ground 
and Root from whence ſpring all the Di- 
verſities of Sects and erroneous Opinions || 
upon the Face of the Earth; and from 
this ariſcth all the Willing and Running, 
Self-Righteouſneſs, Will-Worſhip, Vo- J 
luntary Humility, and Intruſion into 
Things which are not ſeen in the Viſion 2 
of God, but being vainly puffed up in a 
| fleſhly Mind: Now this thou art to ceaſe 
from in thy own Particular; for thou 
wert not created to follow thy own 
e Thought, Conceivings and Imaginatione, 
nor the Motions of the Fleſh, nor En- 


ticements of the l but another 
Guide is appointed for thee, which all 


that are ignorant of, 80 aſtray from their 
_ Youth. 


Now, this Guide is not far off, that 


thou needeſt ſay, Who ſhall aſcend, or 
deſcend, or go beyond the Seas to fetch it; 


1 obey ar, and be HO by it. 


but it's nigh thee, in thy Mouth and in | 
thy Heart, that thou mayſt hear it, and 


And 


To the R E A D E R. 


And that thou mayſt know its Voice, 
and Teaching, and Guidance from all 
other Voices and Teachings, I will in a 
4 few Words ſet before thee an Infallible 

2 Way, and ſhew thee certain Marks and 
Tokens thereof; for its known by its 

1 Work and Operation. 
B Fir, If thou att, as all are before _ 

a N ew Creation is known, without Form, 
and void, Darkneſs being over the Face 
of the Deep; if thou art as the Waters, 
a or one cover'd with Darkneſs; yet the "=. 
ſe Spirit of God moveth upon the Waters, 
u and is ready to work in thee, and to 
n form thee into a Comelineſs: And the 
8, true Light ſhines in thee, though thou 
art Darkneſs, in order to ſhew thee the 
r Way out of it: And thou mayeſt know 
I wis Holy Spirit, that moveth upon the 
Ir J Waters, and the Voice of it from thy 
dn Spirit, Thoughts and Imaginations, 
it and from the Voice of the Serpent, be- 
r || caule it always moveth againſt every Ap- 
3 1} pearance of Evil, and calls out of it; 
n ſheweth thee the very fecret Thoughts : 
d and Intents of thy Heart, reproveth and 
1 judgeth every vain Thought and wicked 

N 4 3 Imagi- 
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Imagination; and when thou goeſt be- 
fore it, and walkeſt in the Paths of L if 
' Darkneſs, Sin and Diſobedience, thou 
mayeſt hear it as a Voice behind thee, 
reproving thee, ſaying, This is the Way, 1 
walk in it. This Holy Guide conſents 
to no Evil thou doeſt; but is given of 
God to lead thee out of it, and to bring 
tlhbee to him that faves from it : This is * a 
2 the great Ordinance of God, and the Means t 
of E that he hath appointed; the 2 
which, if thou {light and diſregard, thou | 
wilt remain without Form, void and 
empty of the Heavenly Treaſures, and 
never be able to ſay in Truth as the 
Primitive Chriſtians did, and the True a 
| Chriſtians now can, wiz. God, who 
commanded Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, 1 
hath ſhined in our Hearts, to give us the 
Ligbt of the Knowledge of the Glory of 
God i in the Face of Jeſus Cbriſt; and ſo 
wilt continue ignorant of the New Crea-. 
| tion of God, and of the Experimental | 
> Work of Regeneration, profeſs what thou * 
wilt, and live under what other Ordi- 
nances and Means thou wilt, and hear 


bat other Teachers thou wilt, and 
25 follow 


l 
5 
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4 follow what other Guides thou wilt, 


> God within, which hath a 
2 andall Men, if thou wal 


if thou learneſt not of the Grace of 
ared to thee 
eſt not in the 


Light which ſhines within, and art not 


guided by the good Spirit of God, which 
woas the Saints Guide in all Apes, thy Pro- 
I feſfon is vain, and thy Religion a Lye, 


is and thou deceiveſt thy own 807% in Sin 
23 thou liveſt, and in Sin thou wilt die, and 


2? where Chriſt is, thou canſt not come. This 


1 is the Experience of him that hath tried 


ö the Traditions of Men, the Teachings 
and Inventions of Men, Books, and ſtu- 
died Sermons, and carnal Ordinances, 


4e and hath found them not able to lead one 


Step in the Narrow Way, or give perfect 
Victory over one Sin; neither is all the 
* Wiſdom, Underſtanding, Prudence and 


A Knowledge among all the Children of 


Mien, that are Strangers to the New 
Creation and Work of Regeneration, 
wrought by the Spirit of God within 
themſelves, able to direct or bring any 


fo much as to the Gate or Entrance of 


true Wiſdom, Life, and Immortality; but 
: „ 
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more and more aſtray from ie 
This is the Wiſdom and Knowledge 
which the Righteous: in former Ages 
teſtified — which is of this World 
 Fleſhly and Fooliſh, Earthly and Senſual; 
and whoever. encreaſeth in it, encreaſeth 
in that which brings Sorrow, for, as the 
| Fool, fo dieth the Wiſe Man, and 
2 Whoſcerer ſets himſelf up in this Wiſ⸗ 
dom, as a Teacher of the Ignorant, 
and as a Guide to the Blind, though 


Schools, he runs before he is ſent, and 
doth not profit the People at all; but is 


ther, Fe of which there is no Redemp- 
tion, but by the Knowledge of the effee- 
to open thy Eye, that thou mayſt ſee 


and miniſter Strength unto thee, and 


and be as a Light unto thee, to guide 
thee 


allowed by the Uaiverſities, or general 


as the Blind which leadeth the Blind, 
and they both fall into the Ditch toge- 


* 
"he, 
Fi * 


rather hedgeth up the Way, and leadeth | the 


tual Working of the Holy Spirit 1 in thee, 9 


where thou art, and beget a Deſire in 
thee, and a Cry in thee for Deliverance, | 


to pull thy Feet out of the Mitre and 
Clay, and to fet them upon a Rock; | 
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th © 7 thee in thy Way, that thou tumble 
\, not again; all which 1 teſtify, he is 

Yready and willing to do for thee, and 
all that love his Appearance: And thoſe 
only love his Appearance, that love the 
12 of Truth in them, and believe in it, 
th © and receive it, which. Teproveth them of 7 
is | Sin, of Righteouſneſs. and of Judgment; 
id | and this is an infallible Proof, that 
l. N veople love this Spirit, believe in it, and 
t, keceive it, when they walk in it, obey 
b it, and bring forth the Fruits of it, are 


al ] ted by it out of Sin, and that Righteouſ® 
a | 7 neſs and Judgment, which it did reprove 


them of, while they lived therein, and 
gare led by it into that Holineſs and ever- 
2 J meat, gs ones") through true Judg- 
| ment, ich is the White Raiment, 
Fine Linen, and Cloathing of the True 
1 # Chrifian, who is come to know the 
q ſame Holy Spirit of Truth, which once 
J F reptoved and judged him for 
Sin and Ungodlineſs, to make him free 
from it, and become his Comforter and 
| Leader into'all Trath, according to the 
] Promiſe of Chriſt. Jeſus, Fohn 16. the 


which to poſſeſs and enjoy, is the End, 
Sum 


** pp wo — CD w . ; 7 * 
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To the READER. 


Sum and Subſtance of the Chriftian Reli- | 
- gion, and the End of all Hearing, Read- 
ing, Preaching and Believing: And that 


thou mayſt know, whether thou art a 


Poſſeſſor hereof, or whether thou only # 
talkeſt of it, and profeſſeſt it, I in the 
| Bowels of Love intreat and befeech thee : 
_ ſeriouſly to weigh, read and conſider : 


what follows, as the Faith and Experi- 


ence of a True Chriſtian, which is written 2 
in True Love and Good-will to all that 


have the Veil over their Hearts, and the ; 


Scales before their Eyes, when they are 

reading the Holy Scriptures, and profef- *' 

| fing God, Chriſt, and Chriſtianity, and 

| the Doctrines thereof, which are but 
| briefly hinted at or ſpoken to in few | 


Words, in what follows. 


And whether thou art a bare Profeſſor, | 


or a real Poſſefſor, thou mayſt reap 
Profit hereby; if the one, thou * invited 


to inherit Subſtanee; if the other, thou 


art exhorted and warned to beware, leſt 
thou loſe thy Inheritance again. So. to 


_ the Light, Grace, and Holy Spirit of G 


in thee, be thou Profeſſor 5 Prophane, 1 © 


do commend thee, with it to read, and with 


it 
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Io the READER. 

it to Judge, and by it to be taught and 
guided into a good Underſtanding, and into 
* the true Knowledge of the two great Mylte- 
ries of Goal, ineſs and Iniquity.. i 


And that thou mayſt truly Gade 
1 and receive the one, and diſcover and 
avoid the other, is the Defire of him 
2 who is a Lover of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and of all that walk therein, and ath | 
Sood-will to all Men; : 


W. Sururx. 
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THE 


| True Chriſtan I P ALTH 


AND 
EXPERIENCE 


| Declared concerning Gov, cnnlsr, 
i the SyinIT, Ge. 


. Concerning G OD. 


(HE T rue Chriſtian believes there is One 
God, who is a Spirit, pure in Ty 


omnipreſent in 
incomprehen- 


Being, 


ſible and almighty in 


Power: And he de- 
monſtrateth his Faith 


and Experience after 


this Manner; he has 
received a Maniteſta- 
tion oft him in his 

5 B own 


God i is ante and in- 
comprehenſib'ein himſelf; 
and all the Words of Men 
and Angels cannot define 
him, as he is, being in al, 
through all, and above 
all. And the various 


 Namesgiven him through- 


out the ho y Scriptures, 


were according to the 
1 8 


Manifeſtation or Appear- 
ance and Operation of his 
Spirit in their Hearts that 
wrote them, and accord- 
ing to the State it found 


them in, when it appear- 


ed to them, hence he was 
called a conſuming Fire; 
Our God tis 4 conſuming 
Fire; and his Word as a 
Hammer and as a Fire, 
and a jealous and angry 
God, who as a devouring 
Fire goes through the 
Briars ard Thorns, and 


conſumes them ; and the 


Day of his Appearance 
among theſe Briars and 


Thorns, Thiſtles and Stub- 
Ve, is compared to the 


burning of Fire in an 
Oven, in which the Wick- 


ed cannot dwell. And 
others cou'd call him by 


quite contrary Names, 
even acc rding to the 
Operation of his Spirit in 
them; and by the ſame 
could ſay, that Gcd is 
Love, and his Word was 
as Mi k, and ſweeter than 
Honey or the Honey- 
comb; that the Light of 
his Countenance was bet- 


ter than the Increaſe of 
Corn, Wine and Oil; 


that he was a Shield and 
a Shadow ef a Rock in a 
weary Land; his Name 
as a ſtrong Tower and 
| ſafe 


on Mind; and ſo is 
come to know him 
pure, and ,omnipre- 
ſent by his Work and 
Operation therein ; 
he can ſay, that God 
is pure of a Truth, 
becauſe he findeth his 
Appearance ſo pure 
and holy in his Heart, 
that it will not allow 
nor ſuffer ſo much as 
a vain Thought to 
lodge there, nor no 
unclean Thing to be 
touched. And this 
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true Chriſtian is a true | 


Witneſs of the Truth : 


of thoſe Scriptures, 


purer Eyes than to be- 
hold Iniquity ; and that 
he ſearchetb the Heart 
aud Irieth the Reins, 
and divideth betwixt 


the Precious and the 


Vile, betwixt Thought 


and Thought, Word 


and Word, Work and 
Work. And jurther, 


Ha 1. 13. Jer. 17. | 
10. & 15. 19. which 
ſaith, that God is of 
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E he 0 a true Witneſs, ſafe Dwielling: place, and as 
n f that God is almighty Precious Ointment pour 
- E in Power, becauſe he fence, Glory and Power, 
d } hath by his mighty which is terrible to the 
Power broken down Worker of Iniquity, is 
d © thole ſtrong Holds, ome her and 2 by 
3 3 Ty „  thofe that witneſs Sons 
_ F formerly built in bis Redemption by the Spit. t 
=. Hear a by the Enemy of judgment and Burning; 
re y of his Soul; caſt down theſe Things are known 
tz 3 Imaginations, and eve- hom, as in former Ages: 
w ty hieb Thing, that ex- The ſame Ark, whoſe Pre- 
as Bl Ge] ir f h ſencetroubledand plagued 
7 ate itſe f againſt . 9 the Philiſt ians, was the 
to MAnowledge of God; Glory of Iſr:el; the ſame 
no | bringing into C aptivity Hand and Power that 
; every Thought into 1 ſmites and deftroycth the 


Obedience of Chriſt. 
And he knoweth the 


dark Mountains, at 


which his Feet ſtum- © 
bled, removed, and 
the Rocks rent, and 


the raging Waves ſtill- 


ed, and that Tongue 
and Nature bridled, 
which no Man could 


tame. But before this 


Ep yptians, ſaves and de- 
livers the Iſrgelites; the 
ſame Spirit of Truth that 


reproveth the World of 


Sin, is the Co. f.rter of 
thoſe that are made free 


by it from Sin; the ſame 
Breath that breathed Life 
in the Beginning, before 


Sin entred, kindleth the 
Fire that tormenteth the 


Wicked. He that can 


underſtand, let him. 


be witneſſed, he hath known him to fit as a 


Refiner's Fire, and as Fuller's Sope, and as Mal. 3. 
a Spirit of Fudement and Burning: And ſoz 
became a living Witneſs of what he hath ſeen, 
felt, heard, and underſtood, by the mighty 
Es 04 


* 


Working of his Holy Spirit in his mortal 


Body. 


The Tilular Chriſtian ſaith, he aller in 
one God, who is Pure, Omnipreſent and Al- 
mighty, "take his Word and there is no Dif- 
ference, But how doth he demonſtrate his 
Faith, that to him there is but one God? Why 
he hath heard a Relation of him, his Oneneſs, 
bis Purity and Almightineſs in the Holy Scrip- 

tures, and he hath been educated and trained 


up in the Traditions of his Fore-fathers, and 


ſo his Knowledge of God he profeſſeth is ac- 
quired therefrom ; he hath read in ſome Book, 


or ſome Body hath told him, that God is One, | 


Pure, Omnipreſent and Almighty, and he 
grounds his Faith and Knowledge upon this 
_Fradition and Hiſtory, and profeſſeth God 
and his Attributes in Words, but 1s not a liv- 
ing Witneſs of the ſame within himſelf : 


And. lo, notwithſtanding he profeſſeth one 


n 


God, he liveth in the World which hath many 


Gods, and worſhips and falls down before 


them ; every beloved Luſt, obeyed, 1s a God. G 
Let the Tuwlar Chriſtian proteſs what he will, 


he that committeth Sin is the Servant of it, 


and therein is no true Believer, Worſhipper, 


nor Knower of the True God, his Purity nor 


Almightineſs, becauſe his Heart remaineth 
corrupt and rocky, the Mountains of Dark- 
nels and Ignorance remain unremoved, and 
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the ſtrong Holds of Satan unbroken down, 


his Thoughts and Imaginations unſubjected to 
the Obedience of Chrift, his Will, Tongue and 

Nature unbridled, the Droſs, Tin and Rub- 
brſh remains, and is as a Grave to the pute 
Metal ; this Titular Chriſtian contents himſelf 
to hear or read of God as a Refiner*s Fire, 
and as Fuller's Scap, and as & Spirit of Fude- 
ment and Burning, and of his cleanfing and 


3 purifying ſome in former Generations, but 
Z loves not, nor cares not to know him ſo in 


himſelf z but rather defpifeth and hateth his 
pure Appearance in him, whoſe firſt Work is 
to convince him of Sin, Righteouſneſs and 


Judgment, which is compared to a little Sil- 


ver among much Droſs, a little Seed amongſt 
many great ones, and to a little Leaven hid 
in three Meaſures of Meal ; which Silver can't 
be parted, ſeparated and enjoy*d, but by the 


Appearance of God within, as a Refiner's 


Fire to purge away the Droſs, and take away 
the Tin alſo, which is ſomewhat like the Sil- 
ver, whereby indeed the Titular Chriſtian is 


_ deceived z neither can the little Seed grow 


up till the Rubbiſh be taken away, and the 
Ground that is curſed, removed, and the 
Heart made honeſt, which is the good Ground, 


wherein the Seed of the Kingdom grows to 


Perfection; neither can the little Leaven work 
through and leaven the three Meaſures of 


Meal, till that be taken away which lets 


yo gs -7 


N 


and hinders, viz. Unbelief and Hardneſs of F 
Heart: Now this Day of ſmall Things, this 
Day of Jacob's Troubles, wherein he goes 


through the Refiner's Fire, this little Seed, 


this little Leaven is overlook'd, deſpiſed md 1 
lighted by the Titular Chriſtian,” who in his 
own Conceit is exalted and puffed up above 
the pure Appearance of God in his Heart, 
which to know and obey is the Gate of all 
true Wiſdom and Knowledge; and is grown 
ſo tall, great and wiſe in his own Thoughts 
and I maginations, that he cannot walk in the 
ſtraight Way, nor go in at the Door of the 3 
| Sheepfold, but would climb up ſome other 
Way, and ſo contents himſelf with a Tradi- þ 
tional Hiſtorical Profeſſion of God in Words, 
and denies him in Works: And all the Know- 


| ledge and Experience he hath of God, his 


Purity, Oneneſs and Almightineſs, is but as ; 


ſome Body hath told him, or as he hath, in an 


unſanctified and unprepared Heart, read in | 
the Holy Scriptures, which Knowledge avails * 


nothing, except accompanied with a living Ex- 


Vierience ef the ſame Power, working after the 


fame Manner as it did in others in Times paſt, 


who Have left their 7. RE thereof upon 
Rec ord. | 
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II. pe True Chriſtian's Faith JD . „ 
5 Nene, TT the Lord Jeſus Christ. 


HE True Cbriſtian believes in one Lied 

Jeſus Chriſt, who came from the Boſom 
of the Father, who is the. Son of the true. 
God, by whom he made the World; and 
that this Lord Jeſus Chriſt is his Saviour, Re- 
deemer, SanCtifier, and Cleanſer, by his pre- 
cious Blood, and is to him as a King, Prieſt, 
and Prophet. And he demonſtrateth his 5 
Faith in this Manner; in being obedient to 
him as he is Lord, in being ſaved by him 
from Sin, as he is Jeſus, and by his learning 
of him, and being taught by him, as he is 
3 Chriſt, or the Anointing : So he can call him 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Truth and Righteouſneſs, 
having truly learned his Name and Nature, 
through Obedience to his Croſs, and a Clean- 
ſing by his precious Blood ; and fo he not 
only reads, hears and profeſſes the Benefits 
and Privileges which the primitive Chriſtians 
partook of and enjoyed, by beliving in and 
receiving Chriſt, but experimentally Pn - 
eth of, poſleſieth, and enppyeth the fame; 


Aud the Spirit of God, beareth Wi neſs wilh his Rom. 


Spirit, thay be is a Child of God, and a joint 8. 16. 


Heir with thats Bone of his Bone, and 129 
5 


* 


of his Fleſh; and thac he hath the Mind of 
Chriſt ; that Chriſt Tives in him, and is greater 


in him than he that is in the World: And as the 
old Adverſary the Dev 


il is ſtrong and pow- 


_ erful ta tempt, aud ready to draw and allute j | 


into Evil; fo he knoweth his Lord and Saviour 
Chrift as near, and as ready, and more 
ul to deliver, ſave and 


| he is not only | 

to mac him flee alſo: Thus in Truth can the 
True Cbriſtian call Chriſt the Captain of his 
Salvation, who being armed with his Power, 


fſights as he did, and followeth him, and firs 


down in heavenly Places with him, triumph- 
ing over Sin, Death, Hell, and the Grave: So 
the True Chriſtian proveth himſelf ſuch, by 


_ denying himſelf, and taking up his Croſs daily, 


and following of Chriſt ; and that he believeth 


in him, becauſe he enjoycth everlaſting Life, | 
and abides not in Death and Darkneſs, but 


hath overcome the wicked One; and that he 


is his Lord, becauſe he doth the Thing be 
ſaith or commandeth; and that he loveth 


him, becauſe he keepeth his Commandments; 
and hath received Power to become a Son 


of God; and further, hath a Name better ' | 


than the Name of Sons and Daughters. 


The Tuula⸗ Chrifian faith he believer in 


one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of the true 


God, by whom he made the World, and that | 
this 


from falling into Evil and Temptation 1 06 f 
enabled to reſiſt the Devil, bunu 
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this Lord Jeſus Chriſt is his Saviour, Redeem- 
er and Sanctifier by his precious Blood, and 


profeſſeth him as King, Prieſt, and Prophet, 


and in all his Attributes and Offices. - But 
how doth he demonſtrate and ſhew forth his 
27 Belief and Profeſſion? How is he his Lord? 
Doth he do the Thing he faith? How is he 
his Saviour? Is he ſaved by him from the 


committing of Sin, and redeemed from a vain 
Converſation? How doth He believe in him as 


Chriſt or the Anointing ? Is he taught by him? 


How is he his King, Prieſt, and Prophet? 


Z Doth he rule in his Heart as King? Are all 
his Services, Sacrifices and Offerings offer'd 
vp by and through his Hand, as Prieft >| 
23 Doth he hear him in all Things, as the Prophet 
whom God hath raiſed like unto Moſes ? No, 
the Titular Chriſtian hath no Knowledge of 

him after this Manner, neither doth he believe 
tis attainable on this Side the Grave; nor 


poſſible to obey him as Lord; nor to be 


| ſaved by him from Sin, as Jeſus; nor taught 
by him, as Chriſt or the Anointing; nor that 


\ 


he can be waſhed, cleanſed and ſanctified by 


his precious Blood from the Stains, Spots and 


Defilements of the World, Fleſh and the 


Devil, while he bears about this Body of 


Clay, he contents himlelf with a corrupt, 


traditional Faith, which hath ſprung up in 
the dark Night of Apoſtacy, which is cer- 
tainly a very venomous pernicious Weed of 


Satan's Kingdom, which hath poiſoned and 


deſtroyed ä 
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delroyed the Souls of many, and is now grown 1 
to ſuch Maturity, and cloathed with ſuch 


| Beauty to the Eye of the Titular Chriſtian, that q tc 


he calls it the Chriſtian Faith, though thereby 
he is taught to believe, that *tis not 


cCeaſe from Sin, nor to have his Heart purified, 3 
nor to overcome the Devil, and gain Victory 


Over the World; and further... hat notwith- 2 ; 


ſtanding he committeth Sin daily, and liveth 


in the Act of it Term of Lite in this World, 


he is hereby taught to believe, that Chriſt i 
will fave him from the Guilt and Puniſhment 


of it in the World to come: It may be faid | 
of this Titular Chriſtian's Faith, Looſeneſs and 
Atheiſm hath Lais its Ti bouſands, but this us 


Ten Thouſands. 


So although he hears and reads what Chriſt 
did in, and Be thoſe that believed in him, and 
of the powerful Virtue and Operation of that 
ancient Chrifian Faith, which was once de- 
üuůrvered to the Saints, and born Witneſs to by 3 
the Holy Scriptures; yet he neither hopes, 


believes, nor expects to witneſs the ſame 


wrought in him, and for him; they bear 


witneſs of ſome, in whom Chriſt wrought 2 
their Works; and that through him they w 
| able 10 do all Things: And many floriow 


Things were ſpoken of, and were enjoyed 


by the true Believers in Chriſt, while upon 


Earth: But the Titular Chriſtian puts off all 
till he is dead, and pleads for the Continu- 
ation 9985 the Devil and his Works, Term of 


1 


TEL 


Li, and ſaith, the Devil. works firangly in 
4 bim, and prevails over him, and cauſeth him 
to ſin in his Holy Duties; and that he is fo cap- 
tivated by him, that he cannot live one Day 
nor Hour without Sin; ſo notwithſtanding his 
2 Profeſſion of Chriſt, he knows him not great- 
er in bim, than he that is in the World ; ſo the 
ſtrong Man keeps the Houſe, and it's forviſhed 
with his Goods, and though he cries Lord, 
2 Lord, he' is a Worker of Iniquity, and is bound 1 5 
in Chains of Darkneſs, and his Feet ſtick faſt 
in the Mire and in the Clay, even while he 


talks of Lord and Saviour, he is led Cap- 
tive at the Devil's Will; and is a Stranger to 


* that Power which is able to reſiſt him, and 
make him flee, and to that Faith which gives 
3 Viftory: So he cannot in Truth call Chriſt 


the Captain of his Salvation, nor approve 
himſelf one of his Soldiers, who is armed 


with the ſame Power, and with it fights againſt 
the fame Enemy, and gains the Victory, and 


followeth him, who rides on Conquering and to 
Conquer; ſo never comes to /it down with bim 
in bis Father's Kingdom, triumphing over Sin, 
Death, Hell, and the Grave, but remains under 


the Power thereof, through the Fear of which yep. 2. 
he is all his Lite Time ſubje&t to Bondage, let i. 


his Profeſſion of Liberty and Redemption by 


Chriſt be what it will; his fair Talk wil! 
avail him nothing, though he faith he believerh 
in Chriſt, and Joveth him, yet if be © pg 
not bis Commandments, be is 4 Liar, and . 


ceiv. ? 


[12] 


ceiveth bimſelf, and hath not eternal Life abiding © 


in him; Profeſſion and Name of Chriſt, with- 
out Poſſeſſion and Nature, is of no Worth. 
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7 III. The True Chriſtian's Faith and Ex- 


perience concerning the Holy Spirit. 


HE True Chriſtian believeth in the Holy 
Spirit, being one of the Three which | 
bears Record in Heaven, which Three are One; 
and he ſheweth rorth his Faith by his Obedi- | 
_ ence thereto 3 he hath received the Spirit of 


Adoption, whereby he can call God, Father, not 
as the Scribes, Phariſees and Hypocrites did, 


Hejh, but by the ſame doth morti:y them, 


and gain Victory over them, is ſanctified and 
cleanſed ſrom them, and is taught by the Spirit 
be true Knowledge of God, and how to worſbip 
bim aright in Spirit and 7. ruth, and fo prays in 
the Spirit and with the Underſtanding, ſings in 
the Spirit, praiſeth God in the Spirit, the Law 
„ the Spirll is in his Heart, and this Law of 
the Spirit of Life makes him free from the Law 
/ Sin and Death, the Spirit of God which raiſs | 
ea up Jeſus from the Dead, dwelleth in him, 
and e bis mortal Body: And this True 
Cbriſtian 
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but in Truth and Kighteouſneſs; and he wit- ; 
neſſeth a being led by the Spirit in the Way of 
| Holineſs, and ſo cannot fulfil the Luſts of the Þ 


- 8 I 
= | Chriſtian is the Spiritual Man which liſcerneth 
all Things, but is not diſcerned by another out of 
be ſame Spirit which ſearcheth all Things, yea, 
# the deep Things of God; he is led by the Spirit 
from under the Law, and through the Law, 
to him who was before the Law, and fo is 
under Grace, and brings forth the Fruits 
4 thereof, which are Love, Peace, Foy, Long- 
| 3 wufering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meek- 
_— Temperance ; againſt this Chriſtian there 


; The Titular Chriſtian ſaith, be W in 

j. the Holy Spirit, &c. But how doth he demon- 

f = ſtrate his Faith and Belief; he is ready to make 

+ | a Mock of receiving the Spirit, and being led 

; by the Spirit, mov'd and taught by the Spirit; 

1 this ſeems ſtrange Doctrine to him, that he 

F T ſhould know his Luſts mortified by the Spirit, 

„ # that he ſhould walk in the Spirit, and be fanc- 

tified by the Spirit from all Sin and Unclean. 

3 ness, that he ſhould attend the Motion and 

. E Guidance of the Spirit, and in all his Conver- 

| ſation to do nothing but what will ſtand juſti- 

Pi fied by this Holy Spirit, that he ſhould pray 

in the Spirit, ling with the Spirit, and worſhip | 

in the Spirit. T Fheſe are new Doctcines to the 
Titular Cbriſtian, he knows not what to make 

f of them, except it be to brand them with de- 

* ſpicable Names; the Law of the Spirit of Life, 

% Ss which ſhould free him from ite Law of Sin and 

* Dealh, he 1 15a Stranger to, and holy! igno- 
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rant of the Indwellins of that Spirit which 


raiſed Feſus from the Dead, to quicken his mor- 
tal Body; this he counts Fanatic Doctrine. 
And inſtead of being a ſpiritual Man which '* 
diſcerneih all Things, he is carnal, and ſeetn 
not far off; the Veil being over his Heart, ge 

cannot ſee nor regard the Glory of God when it 


appeareth in the Inward Temple, but oppoſeth 


and ſlighteth the Appearance of that Holy 
Spirit which ſearcheth his Heart and all Things ; 
and ſo is not led by it from under the Law:; 
which Law was added becauſe of Tranſgreſſion ; | 
and this Titular Chriſtian who liveth in the 
Nature and Act of Traſgreſſion, and that 
knows not the Curſed Ground removed, which 
 bringeth forth Briars and Thorns, from whence 
all Evil Thoughts, Words and Works pro- 


ceed, and is a Stranger to the Mortification of 


them by the Spirit; he is under the Law, and 
liable to the Puniſhment thereof, and not un- 
der Grace, let him profeſs what he will, if he 
brings not forth the Fruit of the Spirit in his 


Life and Converſation, he clearly ſheweth, he 


doth not believe in it, nor walk in it, neither 
| hath received it, nor come to any true Know- 
| ledge of it, by its Work and Operation in his 


Heart, he only talks of it with his Tongue, 


— 


as ſome Book or Body hath told him; this is 
tlie State of a Tuular Chriſtian. 3 


IV. The 
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: IV. The True Chriſtian's Faith and Expe- 


rience concerning the Holy Scriptures. 


T H E True Chriſtian honoureth the Holy 


Scriptures in their Places, and belicveth 
and receiveth their Teſtimony, and is a living 


3 Witneſs of the Truth thereof, and he demon- 
ſtrateth it as followeth. By believing, re- 
ceiving and obeying him, viz. Chriſt "Jeſus, 
of whom they teſtify, whereby he reccives 

Power to order his & 


onverſation according to 
them; and the True Cbriſtian believeth that 


they were ſpoken and written by the Motion 


and Inſpiration of the Spirit of God in Holy 


Men, Prophets and Apoſtles; and that it is 
his Duty to wait upon God, to receive the 
Spirit ot Grace and Glory, and the Gifts there- 
ol, of whom they teſtify ; that. thereby he 


may be enabled to read them with Underſtand- 
ing, and to receive the Comfort of them, and 
to be made wile through Faith in Chriſt unto 


Salvation by chem. 


And this Chriſtian knows 1 well, That 


all the Univerſity or Academical Learning in 
the World is not able to give the true Know- 
ledge of the Mind of the Spirit in the Holy 
Scriptures; they are as a ſeal'd Book to all 
the * Reaſon, Comprehenſion and acquired 
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1 Parts of all Mankind! in the Fall, Tame and 7 
iq Unlearned: And until Man comes to receive, 7 
'1 regard and i improve by the Maniteſtation of | _— 
i the Spirit, which is given to every Man to profit 7 © 5 
4 il hal, as the Scriptures witneſs, he is wholljß, 8 
il ignorant and a Stranger to the Key of true ; 
8 Knowledge; and the Treaſures of Life and . 
| Wiſdom are hid from him, and ſecured as with 'F * 
| ſeven Seals; and the Cherubims, with a Fla- | tt 
ming Sword, that turns every Way, and by 

y guards the Tree of Life, with the Fruits tl 
thereof, from the fallen Wifdom of Man: 0 

And this the True Chriſtian knows by Expe- F la 
rience, having tried what the Wiſdom of this 1 
World in all its Perfection can do; and hath b 

ſeen it confounded and brought to nought i in 

himſelf, being diſcovered to be no Part of the . 

Key ot true everlaſting Knowledge; but rather H 

that which hides it, and makes the Veil the © 

thicker, and ſhuts the Door of the Kingdom y * 

the faſter; and thoſe that abound in it, neither tt 

enter themſelves, nor ſuffer thoſe that would; |} © 

1 chis the Holy Scriptures teſtify. „ . 

The Tuna Chriſtian faith, he 8 N 

the Scriptures, and believeth the Teſtimony t 

of them. But how doth he demonſtrate 

his Honour to them, and Belief of them? bs 
Dotz he order his Converſation according to 0 
them? They exhort, To abſtain from every V 
Appearance of Evil, and from every 22 1 


Loft, which wars againſt the Soul; "a to | [ 
| e 
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put on ibe whole Armour of God, and thereby 
_ reſiſt the Devil, and make bim flee: The 
 THular Chriſtian doth not obey this Exhorta- 
tion, neither doth he believe, that it's poſſible 
that any ſhould obey it on this Side the Grave: 
So while he pretends to honour them, he gives 
them the Lye; for, what's more ridiculous 
and unreaſonable than to profeſs a Belief that 
the Spirit of God in Holy Men hath left Holy 
Precepts and Exhortations upon Record in 
the Scriptures, which are impoſſible to be 
_ obeyed? Yet this is the Language of the T1/u- 
lar Chriſtian, who honoureth them with his 
Lips, and cries them up with his Tongue, 
but in Works denies them: Sometimes he 
will give them more Titles of Honour then 
to them is due; as, when he calls them, The 


Mord of God, The Touch-ſtone and Trier of 


all Spirits, The Everlaſting Rule of Faith and 


Practice; ſo in his Ignorance will advance 


them with Lip-Honour beyond what they 


teſtity of themſelves, and above what they 


are; for they are not the Word of God, but 


proceeded from it, and bear witneſs thertof, 
which Wofd is quick and powerful, ſharper 
than any Two-edged Sword, dividing in the 
inward Parts; and this Word 1s in the Mouth 


and in the Heart, to be heard and. obeyed. 


there: They call Chriſt the Word of God, 
which Word was in the Beginning, beſore the 


_ Scriptures were written: And all that undec- 
ſtand not the Voice of this Word, this Inward. 


C2 „ 
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and Spiritual Speaking Word, are wholly 
ignorant of the Words of God and good Men, 
recorded in the Holy Scriptures ; and are no 
true Honourers nor Believers of them. Not- 
_ withſtanding this Titular Chriſtian's verbal, tra- 


1 ditional, notional Profeſſion and min Titles 


he gives them, he only therein ſhews his 
Blindneſs and Folly, in taking the Hiſtory 
and Deſcription, or Declaration of a Thing for 
the Thing itſelf : They are not the Everlaſting 
Rule, Touch-ſtone and Trier of Spirits, but 
declare and teſtify of him that is, as Chriſt 


ſaid to the Jews, ſpeaking of the Scriptures, 
| They are they that teſtify of me, but Ln will not 


Come 10 "ey that IO _ bave Life 


** 
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v. The True Chriſtian's Faith and Ex. 
 ferience concerning the Doctrine of Re- 


e 


trines and Teachings of Chriſt and his 


5 * recorded in the Holy Scriptures, 
and it is not only his Duty, but his Practice 

to obey, and live according to them: As frſt, 
the Doctrine of Repentance from dead Works, 


or a turning from Darkneſs to Light, and 
from the Power of Satan to God; this is the 


” Gate of the Kingdom, or the firſt Step towards 


end an ds 1 


E True Cbriſian lech the Doc- 


to]. 
Chriſtianity ; this i is the Door at which the 
True Chriſtian entereth; if any miſs this Way 
) they ſtrive to enter in vain, without Repenting, 
| which is changing or turning from Evil to 
Good, from the Way of Death to the Way of 
Life, from Darkneſs to Light, from the Powr- 
er and Service of Sin and Satan to the Power 
and Service of God and Righteouſne/s, This is 
the Nature and Effect of true Repentance, 
and without this no Man hath a true Title in 
Chriſt, nor Chriſtianity, let his Profeſſion of 
it be never ſo high; for Death reigned from 
the Fall of Adam till Moſes, and all Men 
have therein come ſhort of the Glory of 
God, and in that fallen Nature are the Chil- 
| dren of Wrath, dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes; 
and God hath conclued all in Unbelief, that Rom. 
be might have Mercy upon all, 33 
And now the Call of God is to all Men eve- L 
ry where to Repent; and none but thoſe that 22 1 
anſwer this Call, find the Mercy; this Call*" 
F God is more univerſally inward and 8 
than outward and mediate ; the which if People 
flight, diſregard and neglect to obey, the out- 
ward Inſtruments and Means avail not. 
Nov the True Chriſtian gives Teſtimony 
that he believes and obeys the Doctrine of 
Repentance, in manner following: # rt, 
Whereas his Mind and Heart was running 
after, and captivated with the Sight of the 
Eye, the Luft of the Fleſh, and the Pride of 
8885 that are in that Warld which lies in Wick- 
eaneſs 1 
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' edneſs ; now. his Mind and. Heard is not only 


ſtopped, but alſo turned from them, and 
weaned from the Delight and Pleaſure he had 
in them, and not only ſo, but by the Shining 
of the Light in his Heart, is made to ſee the 


e exceeding Scinfulneſs.of them, and to feel the 


Weight and Burthen thereof, which while he 


was dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes, he could not 


feel, nor be ſenſible of; but now being quick- 
ned by the. Voice of God, which calls to Re- 
pentance, he cries out with Paul, O wretched 
Man, who ſball deliver me? And this is the 
Cry which the Lord is ready to hear, and to 


anſwer with the Manifeſtation of his Love and 


Power, and with the Joy of his Salvation; 


and now is his Face Sion-ward, and his Travel 


towards the Holy City is begun; and this True 
Chriſtian right well knows that his Repentance 
or turning from and out of the broad Way of 


Sin and Satan, and ſetting his Foot into the F 
trait and narrow Way, was not of himſelf, 


nor effected in his own Will and Power, but 
-— by the Virtue of the tree Gift of God and 
Operation of his tree Grace, and that he daily 


and momentarily needs the Divine Aſſiſtance 


of the ſame, to lead, guide and aſſiſt him 
every Step of his Journey, to the End. 

Aud now he is a living Witneſs of the 

Truth of Chriſt's Saying, when he ſaid, 


No Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, the Hour is 


coming, and now is, when the Dead fhall hear 
_ the Voice 4 0 Son 3 Cod, and 158 that _ 
ſha! 
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all live: This is the firſt diſtinguiſhing 


Work of the powerful Voice of God, and the 


true Hearing of it; the World hears its con- 
vincing Voiee, but not regarding nor obeying 


it, are not made alive nor converted by it 


nothing is able, nor ſufficient, nor appointed 


of God to give Repentance unto Life, but the 


hearing of this Voice of the Son; he hath 
formerly, or in Times paſt heard many 


Voices, Lo here, and Lo there, and hath made 


many Repentances, and Turnings from one 


May and Opinion to another; but till he heard 
and obeyed the Voice of the Son of God, 


never knew that Repentance which is never to 


be repented of. 


And then 2dly, when this Chriſtian 1 


heard and obeyed this Voice, and is turned 


out of the broad Way, and begins to walk in 
the ſtrait and narrow Way, and to have no 
Fellowſhip with the Unfruitful Works of 
Darkneſs. but rather reprove them, then he 
becomes a Wonder, a By-Word and a Taunt 
to his former Companions, who think it 


ſtrange, that he runs not with them into the 
ſame Exceſs of Riot; but makes ſtraight Steps 
to his Feet, and meaſures all his Goings by the 
Line of Righteouſneſs, which the Goodneſs of Rs. 


God, that leadeth to Repentance, hath brought“ 
him to; now he appears like an Owl in the 
Deſart, and like a Pelican in the Wilderneſs, 


and like a Sparrow upon the Houſe- top: 


Now his great Trials, n and 
5 8 Exerciſes 


1 


Exerciſes begin both within and without; 


here he tees his Enemies about him like Bees, 5 


which till now he had no Sight nor Senſe of ; | 


the ſtrong Man keeping the Houſe, all his 


Goods were at Peace, and the Houſe being ; 


dark, and his Eye dim, did not perceive |! 


nor diſcover the Enemies of his Soul that 


, lodged therein, nor could not judge, nor 'F 
. diſcern the Nature of the Goods with which gon 


his Houſe was furniſhed, that old Deceiver | 
having Power to transform himſelf like unto 
an Angel of God, and to imitate the Furniture 
of his Temple; but now he having heard the 
Voice of the Son of God, and being quickened it 


by his mighty Power, and the Eye of his 
Mind being opened and faſtened upon the 
ſame, then the Devil rageth, knowing he hath 
but a ſhore Time, and that his Diſpoſſeſſion 


grows nigh, and the Spoiling of his Goods is at 
hand; except he could by any Means prevent 
it; but all his Endeavours were and are in 


vain againſt this true Repentant, who truſting 
in the Goodneſs of the Lord, which at firſt 
Jed him to Repentance, and relying upon the 
Arm of his Power, which had opened the Eye 
_ that was blind, unſtop 


deat, and enlightned the Underſtanding that 


was darkened, he in the ſame is made able 


to ſtand, and to reſiſt him in all his Aſſaults, 
to eſcape all his Baits and Snares, to quench 


all his fiery Darts, and to overcome him in all 
his Temptations, to go right on his Way, 
e e 


1 | 
=> 


ped the Ear that was 


„„ 


preſſing forward towards the Mark for the Prize phy, 3 
© of the F 1 of God in Chriſt Feſus, where 14 
| all the Treaſures of Wiſdom, of Knowledge, and © 


| of. Glory are hid, and laid up for thoſe that love 
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his Appearance, and obey his Calling, which is 


to Repentancez and none other are in the 


Way to know what the High Calling of God 
in Chrift Jeſus is, let their Notions, Profeſ- 


| ſions and Confeſſions be never ſo high. 


The Titular Chriſtian profefſeth, he be- 


lieveth the Doctrine and Teachings of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, and firſt this of Repentance; 


but how doth he demonſtrate his Faith? Is his 

Mind turned from the Darkneſs to the Light, 
from the Power of Satan to God? Is he quick- 
ned and made alive by the hearing of the 


Voice of the Son of God? Is he come forth 


of the Grave of Sin, and Sea of Corruption ? 


Dotz he feel the Weight and Burthen of it? 


Is Sin become exceeding ſinful unto him? Is 
a Cry raiſcd in his Soul unto the Lord for a 
full Deliverance and Redemption from the 

Servitude of Sin and Satan? Hath he a true 
Senſe and Sight of the Nature and Tendency 
of Sin? Is his Mind truly turned to the Ap- 
pearance of God in Chriſt within, which is to 
deſtroy and make an End of Sin, and finiſh + 
Tranſgre/ſion, and the Author of it, and bring 


in Everlaſting Righteouſneſs inſtead thereof ? 


Doth he bring forth Fruits meet for Repent- 
ance? And doth he ſhew by them that he is 


turned 


[24] 


turned from the Service -of Sin and Satan, 


into the Service of God and Righteouſneſs ? 


Is he turned out of the broad Way ? Doth 1 

he walk in the narrow, and make ſtraight Steps 7 
to his Feet? Are they pulled out of the 
Mire and Clay, and ſet upon the Rock? Are 


all his Goings guided by the Line of Righteouſ- 
neſs? And is he enabled by the powerful Voice 


and Arm of the Son of God, to ſtand upright | 
on his Feet in the midſt of all his Enemies, 
and by the ſame to travel on in the Way of 
Holineſs towards the Holy City and Heavenly 
Feruſalem, the City of the Saints Solemnity ? ® 
Theſe Things accompany true Repentance; |: 


therefore let the Titular Chriſtian turn the 
Eye of his Mind inward, and commune with 


bis own Heart, and be ſtill, conſult with God's 
_ Wuneſs therein, and examine and anſwer 
| theſe Things, ſee and try whether he hath not 
_ deceived himſelf with a falſe Profeſſion and | 
a feigned Repentance, wherein he confeſſeib 


daily, but doth not forſake, and ſo finds not 


Mercy, deceiving his own Soul by daily ſin- 
ning, and an imaginary Repentance, being 


ſubject to call and account a changing and 


turning from one Sort of the Devil's Service 
to another, from Self-Siuning and Debauchery | 
to Self-Rightcouſneſs, from one Opinion to 


another, and from one Sort and Faſhion of in- 
vented Wirſhip io another, a Repentance z 
| though in all the old Man with his Deeds ap- 


5 mn \ prevalent, and the W Image i is born, 


and 
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and the Nature and Ground of Sin and Tranf. 
greſſion remains unſhaken by the Voice and 
Power of the Son of God, which calls and leads 
all that hear and obey it to true Repentance, 
And till this Voice be heard, and this Po-˖²Ʒ ! 


er felt and witneſſed to work and operate in 


the inward Man, the Beaſt receives no deadly 


Wound, nor the Strength of Sin is not abated, 


and the ſtrong Holds of Imagination continue 


unbroken down; and fo Repentance in this 


State is only talked of in vain by all the Nomi- 
nal Chriſtians upon the Face of the Earth, who 
experience not theſe Things wrought and ef- 
fected in them and for them, and are wholly 
ignorant of that Repentance which is never to 
be repented of, and of that Joy that is in Hea- 


ven over one Sinner that Repenteth, more tbau 
over ninely-nine Juſt e who need no Re- 


Fe 
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VI. The True Chriſtian's Faith and Ex- 


perience concerning Mortificatiun, War- 
, Self- denial, and a Dying daily. 


HE True Chriſtian, next unto Repent- 
ance, believes the Doctrine of Mor- 


lification, Warfare, Self-denial and a Dying 
daily; and he ſheweth forth his Faith by his 


Works, having heard and obey' 0 the Call 


D L ; | 5 Ga, 
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God, and being thereby turn'd or having re- 


pented, he comes to receive the Spirit of 
Adoption, whereby he can call God Father, 


World, the Ficſh and the Devil, which though | 


and ſo comes to receive Power -againſt the. 


he hath turned his Back upon them, and {et 


his Face $70n-wards, yet they will follow him, 


and purſue him, and attend him with divers 


Allurements and Temptations, in order to turn 


him back again; and thus will continue, 
laying Baits and Snares, in Hopes to prevail, 


until a Death be witneſſed to the Carnal Mind, 


and Tranſgreſſing Nature, which is prone to 


receive the Temptation; therefore the True 


Chriſtian being come to a true Sight and Senſe | 
of the Strength and Subtilty of the Enemy, 


watches and wars in the Spirit againſt him, 


and obeys the A poſtle's Exhortation, Mortify 


* therefore your Members which are upon the 4 


Earth. And if ye through the Spirit mortify the 


Deeds of the Body, ye ſhall live, So he wit- 


neſſeth a dying or mortifying daily of that 


Nature and Mind which has had a Life in Sin, 
until it be mortified or killed, and till he 
cCometh to witneſs that Saying tulfilled, Death | 
is Swallowed up in Victory, the Strength of it 
being taken away; till which is effected he re- 


maineth in the Warfare, like a good Soldi- 


er, following his Captain, conquering and to 
conquer, until a perfect Victory be obtain d: 
And that he may not ſail nor come ſhort in 


this Warfare and Work of Mortification he 


keeps 


1 
keeps his Eye always upon his Captain, and 
his Ears open to that Voice that at firſt quicx- 
ened him, and called him to Repentance, 
and his Mind ſtay'd upon that Holy Spirit of 
Grace that hath wrought hitherto for him, 


which makes Self of no Reputation, and 
which burieth Self in all his Acquirements 
and Perfection in the Death of the Croſs, as 

not being ft nor worthy to be concerned in 


the Work of Regeneration. And the True 


3 Chriſtian well knows, that there is no Poſſi- 


bility to be a Diſciple and Follower of Chriſt 


further than the daily Croſs to Self is taken 


up; he meets with no greater Enemy in his 


Journey than Self- thoughts and Imagina- 


tions, Self-willing and Running, Self. conſulta- 


_ tion and Selt- work - 

ing, which if he watch 7 bis made Paul care- 
not againſt, rule over ful to keep his Body 
and keep under by under, leſt while he 


that Hand and Power preached to others, be 
that hath appeared for himſelf became a Caft- 


his Deliverance, and away, 

| hath wrought it in a 

meaſure, he again may be entangled and en- 
{ fared; therefore he ſtands in the Doctrine 


of Self-denial, till Self be denied, and in the 
putting off the Old Man, with his Deeds, till 
they are wholly put off; and when he hath 


done all, to ſtand ſtill, and abide with the 
fame powerful Hand, that hath wrought all 
theſe Things in him and for him ; and to it 


„ he 
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he attributes the Glory, 9 gives the Praiſe 


tor ever, 


Now the Tiular Chriſtian profeſſeth the 


Doctrine of Mortification, and talks of a 


of Self-denial, and putting off the Old Man, q 
and taking up the Daily Croſs. But how doth 


Dying to Sin, and a Warring againſt il, * 


be anſwer his Profeſſion? What Courſe doth 


he take to mortify Sin, while he believes not 
in the Light, which ſhines in his Heart, that 
diſcovers it; nor in the Manifeſtation of the 


Spitit given him to mortify and deſtroy Sin; 


John 8, 
431. 


nor in the Power of God within, which gives 


trength to war againſt it, and to overcome 


Sin within | ? Neither hath he received the Spirit 
ef Adoption, whereby he 1s enabled to call 


God Father, but is unacquainted and ignorant 


of him in that Relation; yet hath learned by 


Tradition, as the impenitent and unconverted 


Jes did, to call God Father, whoſe Know- 
ledge of him was taught by the Precepts 
of Men: And though they accounted them- 


ſelves Children of God by Virtue of this Tra- 


* 29. 
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ditional Knowledge, received from their Fore- 
Fathers, Rabbies and Doctors of the Law; 
yet Chriſt Jeſus, the Great Doctor, and 
Righteous Judge, and True Teacher, told 


them, they were quite the contrary, even of 


their Fatber the Devil. 


So the Titular Chriſtian, while unbegot- 5 


ten to God, in his dr ie unregenerate 


State, 
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State, having read the Holy Scriptures, and 
the Traditions of his Fathers, furniſheth 


himſelf with the Profeſſion of the Doctrines 


of the Goſpel, as the Jews did of the Law, 
even while Sin reigns in his mortal Body, 


= while the old Man with his Deeds are unput 
off, and while Self-will, Self. wiſdom, and 
Self in all its Properties is undenied, and 
$ while he is a Stranger to the Croſs of Chriſt, 


and ſo takes it not up, nor follows him; but 
wants Power to mortify Sin, and to war 
againſt the World, Fleſh, and the Devil: So 
while he talks of Merlification and Dying 10 


Sin, Sin lives in him, and encreaſes as his 


Days encreaſe ; and inſtead of overcoming it, 


is overcome daily by it: And while he pro- 
feſſes Self-denial, nothing but Self is owned; 


Self wills and runs; Self worſhips and offers 
the Offering of Cain „Self ſeeks, and knocks 


j and ſtrives to enter, but is not able: And i 
bis Willing and Running, and Power of Self 
is denied, judged and brought down, and made 


of no Reputation, by the powerful Working and 


Operation of the Spirit of God within ; none can 


witneſs a being dead to Sin, nor have Victory 
over 10 nor be a Diſciple of Chriſt Teſts, nor 
fellow bir in the Work of Regeneration, let 
them profeſs what they will, except this be 


known, their Profeſſ: on is a Ly ye, and they de- 
ceive their own Souls: This is the Word 
of Truth to all the Titular Chriſtians upon 


923 . the 


30 
b Face of the Earth, of what Name or 
Sect loever. 
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VII. The True Chriſtian's Faith and 


Experience concerning Sanctification, 


Waſhing and Cleanſing from Sin 


and SONY: : 


T HE True Chriſtian owns and belles the 
Doctrine of Sanctification, Waſhing 
and Cleanſing from Sin and Corruption; and 
he manifeſts his Faith by the Virtue and Ope- 
ration of the Spirit of God working in him; 
having been led by the ſame through the 
| Work of Repentauce, Mortification and 
Self. denial; he is now not only turned from 
Sin, and come to the Mortifying of it, but 
alſo to the Sanctiſying, Waſhing and Clean- 


ling from it; ſo he comes to witneſs a being 


delivered from the dead Body, and the Dead 
+> to be buried out of his Sight; and as he 


abides and dwells with this Sanctifying 


and Cleanſing Power, he is preſerved from 
corrupting himſelf, or ſo much as touching 
the Dead again: This is the Anti-Type, and 
ubſtance of all the divers Waſhings, Puri- 
Acations and Sanctifications, uſed under the 
Law, where the Temple and all the Furniture 
tnercof were ſanctified. Now he knoweth _ 
„„ Tg Oy , himſclf 
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f ſprinkled from an Evil Conſcience, and his Body 


himſelf to be the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt ; i cor; 
and this Knowledge keepeth him from defiling % 19. 
of it, being bought with a. Price, not with 
Gold nor Silver, nor corruptible Things, 
but with the Precious Blood of Chriſt, which 
cleanſeth and keepeth clean the True Chriſtian : 
And herein alfo he witneſſeth the Anti-T ype Levit. 
and Subſtance ſignified, by the laying of the ] 
People's Sins upon a Scape-Goat, and letting verſ.8, 
him go into the Wilderneſs, Theſe were the 28 
Shadows of Good Things to come, the Sub- *& 
ſtance of which the True Chriſtian now enjoy - 
eth; and is come to the One Everlaſting 
Offering, Chriſt Jeſus, which perfects for ever Heb. 10. 
thoſe that are ſanctiſied; and both he that 1 80 : 
* /anfifieth, and they that are ſanfified are all of Hb. 2 
one: And be that is joined to the Lord is one 
Spirit. And the True Chriſtian abiding in 
this Sanctification, and Unity with the Lord, 
ſins no more; ſo needs-no farther Confeſſion 
of Sin, nor further Sacrifice for it; being _ 
drawn near unto the Lord with a true Heart, eb. 10 


in full Aſurance of Faith, having his Heart 


waſhed with pure Water : Here is no more a 
Remembrance again of Sin ; yet there is a 


IR Poſſibility, after this Eſtate is witneſſed and 


enjoyed, that there may be a falling-away, Heb 10, 
or a wilful Sinning again, which the Apoſtle 8 
knew well, and therefore warned People to 
beware of it, that hey tread not the Son of God Heb-10, 
under Foot, nor count the Blood of the Cove- * 

. 1 . 
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nant, wwherewith 5 were ſanctifed, an ben 
Thing ; nor do Deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace. 
Therefore the True Chriſtian, after he is waſh- | 
cd, cleanſed and ſanctified, watcheth againft al! 
that would defile him again; and in the Spirit 


and Power, which hath wrought his Sanc- 
tification, abiding, he rules an 
Sin and Satan, and is no more entangled with 

the Yoke of Bondage; but keeps in his Inhe- 


ritance among them that are ſanctified, who 
are Members of that Glorious Church, Which | 


is without Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Ts 


5 15 kay. and without Blemiſh. 
The 7 der Chriſtian oth ka of and 


4 profeſſeth the Doctrine of Sanctiſication, 


| Waſhi and Cleanſing ff rom Siu and Corrup- 3 
Bot his Talk is not true, and his Pro- 
feſſion is feigned, 


lion. 


of the Work thereof in himſelf: He hath 


read in the Holy Scriptures, That no unclean 

Thing can enter the Kingdom , and that without 
Hylineſs no Man can fee the Lord; and that * 
the Lord will be ſanftified of all that aw nar. | 


unto him: Therefore he hath deviſed | Pro- 


feſſion of Sanctification, which may & 


him on this Side the 


reigns over 


iſe he is not a Witneſs 


vuly 
talked of, but never poſſeſſed and wrodght in 
8 And to this End 
he hath made up a Faith of his own, and is 
wholly ignorant of that Faith which was once 
delivered to the Saints, or holy People, by 
which their Hearts were Purified. And by 
Virtue 


— 
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Virtue of this feigned Faith, perſwades him- 


| ſelf, that the Sandtification and Holineſs of 


Chriſt without him, ſhall be reckoned and 


imputed unto him, while he remains unſancti- ae 


fied, and unholy; and that the Clearneſs, 
Innocency, and Spotleſneſs of Chriſt ſhall be 
accounted unto him, notwithſtanding he 
remains foul, guilty, and full of Spots and 


Defilements; and that God looks upon him 
not as he is in himſelf, but as he is in Chriſt 
Jeſus, his Saviour; when indeed he is not in 
him, nor ſaved by him from that which defiles 
him; for, if any Man he in Cbriſi, he is a 2 Cor. 
Mew Creature, old Things are paſt away, and e 
all Things are become new: By this the Titular 


Cbriſtian may try himſelf, if he be not really 


changed, the old Creature and old Things 
paſt away, he is not in Chriſt; and God 


cannot, nor doth not look upon him where he 


is not; therefore let him not further deceive D 


himſelf; for God's Witneſs in his own Con- 
ſcience ſeeth and judgeth him where he is, 


out of Chriſt un/an#tified, in the old Nature and 


old Things; and God, from whence it comes, 
is greater, and ſeeth and judgeth him alſo, 

And this Titular Chriſtian is ſo far from 
living and enjoying a ſanctified State, as the 
True Chriſtian did and doth, that he never 


comes to enjoy ſo much Clearneſs and Freedom 


from Sin, as the Jews did, who lived in the 
Types, Figures, and Shadows of good Things 
to come; tor they once a Year, while they 


—_ 
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kept the Law, were quitted and eaſed of all | 
their Sins and Tranigreſſions, and a full 
Atonement was made once a Tear for all 
Sins paſt. Which is more than all' the Nomi- 
nal Cbriſtians upon the Face of the Earth | 


really enjoy, notwithſtanding their Boaſt of 


living in Goſpel Times, and in the Days of | 
the New Covenant, and of Salvation by 
_ Chriſt Jeſus: Their Boaſt is vain 3 the Goſpel, 
Which is the Power of God to Salvation, 
Working and operating in their Inward Man, 
to ſave not only trom the Guilt, but trom 
the Act of Sin, and to cleanfe from all Ini- 
quity, they are wholly ignorant of, and Stran- 
gers to; and the New Covenant, the Law 
in the Heart, which makes free from the 
Law of Sin and Death, and the Spirit that 
ſanctifieth from it, reigns not in their Mortal 
Bodies; but the contrary, viz. Sin, and the 
Law of it, and by the Spirit of Truth they | 
are convinced of it, and by the Light in their 
Conſciences, they ſtand arraigned, and con- 
victed before the Judgment-Sear of God, 
let their Profeſſion be never fo high. 5 
Nor is the Titular Chriſtian a living Witneſs 
of the One Everlaſting Offering, which per- 
fecteth for ever thoſe that are ſanctified; nor 
of the Oneneſs and Unity which is between him 
that ſanctifieth, and thoſe that are ſantified; | 
vor of the abiding with him that ſanctifieth, ſo 
as to ſin no more; neither is be drawn near unto 
God with a true Heart, ſprinkled from an Evil | 
JJ OTE 


| Water : He hath no full Aſſurance of Faith in 
tele Things; but rather concludes them un- 
* attainable on this Side the Grave, and ſo is 


VIII. The True Chriſtian's Faith an“ 


% Juſt Men made perfect, even now in this 38. 


| Now tobe Juſtified, is to be made Juſt 


wh. 


Conſcience ; nor is bis Body waſhed with pure 


held Captive in the Chains of Sin and Satan, 
and entangled with the Yoke of Bondage, 


and in this State inherits Miſery and Darkneſs, 


and is a Member of that Church which is full 
of Spots and Wrinkles, Sores and Corrup- 
tions, Diſeaſed from the Crown of the Head 
to the Sole of the Foot; of this Church Chriſt 
is not the Head: Let the Tilular Chriſtian 
imagine what he will, he muſt depart among 


the Goats, becauſe he is a Worker of Iniquity. 


em 


Experience concerning Juſtification, 


La | HE True Chriſtian believeth the Doctrin 5 


of Juſtification, and that it immediately 
ſucceeds the Work of Sandtification: Being 
juſtified by Faith, even that Faith which is the Rom. . 
Gift of God, he wil neſſetb Peace with G 
through the Lord Fejus Chriſt : And the Fuſt Heb. 10. 
lives by Faith : And he is come to the Spirits 10 1 
Age, as the True Chriſhan did in former 
Ages, teſtified ot in the Holy Scriptures: 


Virtue 


360 


Virtue of that Faith which gives Victory over 

the Unjuſt, and by that Blood which cleanſeth gud | „ 
Javeth Few Wrath to come: And this Juſtifi- [f 
cation comes not by the Works of the Law; t! 

Gal. 2. For by that ſhall no Fleſh be Fuſtiſied, nor by gn 
16. Seli-works, nor Selt-righteouſneſs, but by | ac 
the tree Gift of God, which leads through the p 
Law, and fulfils it, and deſtroys Self. works, li. 

and Self. righteouſneſs, and eſtabliſnes good ar 
Works, and brings in Everlaſting Righteouſ- F 

neſs, which exceeds the Righteouſneſs of | te 
Scribes, Phariſees and Hypocrites 3 and herein ar 
the True Chriſtian ſtands Juſtified in the Sight 8 

N of God, who worketh all his Works in him and V 
= il. 2. for him, to will and to do of his own good E 
Nom. B. Pleaſure : And none can lay any Thing to the o 
9 ( barge of lbis Elect, WC God ann. „„ 
e 
The 7 indtar Chriſtian p rofeſſeth the Bee 75 

trine of Juſtiſication by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus: 1 4 

But it's no more than a bare Pro.cffion, | 
and his Faith is not the Faith of God's Elect, # C 
neither is he led into Peace with God by it, * 

nor receives Power by it to gain Victory over | H 

the unjuſt Nature and Spirit that lives in him, in 
but imagines an x parent Fuſtification, and || is 
applies the Juſtneſs, Righteouſneſs, and Holi- te 
neſs of Chriſt, wrought without him, above Þ tic 
1700 Years ago unto himſelt, while he is 1 fa 
Unjaſt, Unholy, and Uarighteous : But this | H 
avails not the Titular Chriſtian at all; herein | +4; 

85 allo he deceives himſelf, being not experi- an 


mentally „ 


Fe 
mentally acquainted with the Blood of Chriſt, 


which juſtifieth, waſheth, cleanſeth, and ſaveth 


from Wrath to come, and from chat which is 
the Cauſe of it, viz. Sin. And ſo he knows 
not a leading through the Law, which was 


added becauſe of Tranſgreſſion, and hath 


Power over the Tranſgreſſor as long as he 


| liveth, unto Chriſt, who was before the Law, 

and before there was any Occafion for the 
Law, who alone is able to juſtify the Righ- 
teous, and condemn the Wicked, whoſe Ways 
are all Equal, Juſt, and Righteous, never 
condemning the Juſt, nor juſtifying the 


Wicked; and it may be truly ſaid of this 


 Titular Chriſtian. as Chriſt ſaid to the Covet- 


dous Phariſees, who derided him, e are they = 
which FUSTIFY YOURSELYES 


before Men, but God knoweth your Hearts , for = 


that which is highly eſteem'd. amongſt Men, is 
Abomination in the Sight of God. 


Now the ſame Spirit that then derided 


Chriſt, and ſet him at navght, and that then 


ruled in the Hearts of Scribes, Phariſees, and 
Hypocrites, and impenitent hard-hearted Jes, 


in this Part of the World called Chriſtend im, a 
is turned Profeſſor of him in Words, and 


teaches him in whom it rules to talk of Salva- 


tion and Juſtification by him, though at the 


ſame Time that Spirit lives and rules in his 


8 Heart, to which God looks, and which be 
 k;9weth, that denieth, deſpiſeth, betrayeth, 
|| and erveifierh him, even i while he prete 0 


Worb“ » 


138 


wWorſnip him, as the Jews did, who ſnote bim 


Mark on the Head, ſpit upon him, mocked him, and 


| 15-19. at the ſame Time bow'd their Knees and worſhip- 


Mat 26. fed him; and as Judas did, who ſaid, 2 


39. 


Maſter, and kiſſed him, and at the ſame Time | 


betrayed bim; the Nominal or Titular Chriſtian 


is guilty of the ſame Thing, n 
that, and Daily committing that which ever 


was the Cauſe and Occaſion of all his Suffer- 
> ings, Viz. Sin. Therefore is he many Times 
convicted, reproved, judged, and condemned 
in his Heart by God's Spirit that ſearcheth it, 
even while his Tongue talks of Juſtification : | 
| Now to this Spirit of God, which /earcheth 
His Heart, and tricth bis Reins, is this Tuular 
_ Chriſtian counſell'd to take Heed, and to hear 
its Judgment concerning him, and with his 
whole Heart receive the ſame, and by it 
Judge all the Flatteries, vain Conceits, No- 
tions, Imaginations and Dreams, by which he 


| hath been led and deceived, through the Sub- 
tity: of - that grand Enemy the Devil and 


Satan, who will ſuffer his Servants, Children, 


. and Slaves, to turn Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 


and be Chriſtians in Name, and to talk of the 
Goſpel, while he keeps Poſſeſſion of the 


Heart: Let the Tilular Chriſtian conſider * 


_thele Things betore it be too late. 


IX. The 


191 
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. The True Chriſtian's Faith nd 


Experience concerning Baptiſm and the 
e 8 e 


HE True Chriſtian believes and lives 
1 under the two great Ordinances of 
Chriſt, Baptiſm, and the Supper of the Lord in 
he Myſtery ; and he ean give an experi- 
mental Account how he comes to live in the- 
Enjoyment of theſe Ordinances, even how he 
paſſed through the Work of Regeneration, 
Mortification, and Selt-denijal, Sanctification, 
and Juſtification, before he comes to be a true 
Subject and Partaker ot theſe Ordinances ; 


he can tell how the Old Man with his Deeds Gal. 3. 


ewvere put off, and the New Man put on; tor 27. 


he that is baptized into Chriſt, hath put on 
_ Chriſt; not only profeſſed him, while the Old 


Man was alive, but baptized with the Bite "OS. 


Baptiſm he was baptized with in a Meaſure, 
even with the Holy Ghoſt and Fire, which is 
_ inward and ſpiritual, and waſheth, cleanſeth 
and purifieth inwardly and Spiritually, which 
all the outſide Waſtings and Baptiſms were 

but a Type of; and by this Baptiſm the Tr“, 

Chriſtian 1s not only. waſhed and made clean, 
but kept and preſerved by the ſame clean and 
- pure, e and made fit to put on the 
. ee 


33. 


3 ſupped with him, and he with him; here is the 
3 Mark Fruit of the Vine drank new in 2 Kingdom ff 
oF Like God; and here is the bleſſed Man that cateth 
413. Bread in the Kingdom of God, and ſitteth 
don therein, being cloathed with his Wed- 
ding-Garment of fine Linen, and enjoy ing the 
efficacious Virtue of him, which is Everlaſting 
Life and Salvation, hungring and thirſting no 
more after the forbidden Fruit, nor after the 
Wine of Sodom, becauſe he hath the ſame Mind 
which was in Chriſt Jeſus, who never hunger'd |} 


{4} 


Wedding Garment, and to ſit at the Table of 


the Lord, and partake of the Feaſt of Fat 
Things, and drink of the Wine that he hath 


8 which is the Blood of the New 
eſtament, which is Drink indeed, and he 
Jokn 6, Cats the F Iſh of the Son of Man, which is 
Meat indeed, and this is the Supper of the 
Lord; and he eats and drinks worthily, di/- 
cerning the Lord's Body, having heard his 
Voice, and opened the Door at which he ones 


ſts od knocking ; and he is now come in unto 
him, according to his faithſul Promiſe, and 


> nor thirſted after thoſe Things, tho' tempted, 


yet never tranſgreſſed, but overcame the Devil 
in all his Temptations. This is the State and | 
Glory of the True Chriſtian; this Honour 


have all the Saints, who come to be eſtabliſh- 


ed in the Mind of Chriſt; and this Honour | 
they had in former Ages, borne witneſs of and 
ESR in the Holy * and is in 


Store, 


. 
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Store, and laid up for all that love his Ap- 


er and come unto God by him. 


The Tiular Chriſtian ſaith, he owns Chriſt's 


ee and profeſſeth himſelf a Sub- 
ject of the Baptiſin of Chriſt, and a Gueſt 
at the Lord's Table; but his Profeſſion muſt 
be examined, tried, and ſearched; for as in 


other Things, ſo in this he muſt not be ſo be- 


cauſe he profeſſeth it; this were to judge ac- 
cording to Appearance, and fo not Righteous 
Judgment; his Account that he gives to prove 
that he is ſo, is as followeth: Firſt, as to 
 Gaptiſm, he hath received the Adminiſtra- 
tion of it by Water after one Faſhion or other; 
either when he was a Child, he had Water 
_ ſprinkled upon his Face by the Hand of a 
Prieſt, or plunged all over, it may be accom- 


panied with other Ceremonies, as Spittle, 


Cream, Salt, Oil, and the Sign of the Croſs, 


or otherwiſe, when he grew up to Years 


of Diſcretion able to receive the Traditions ot 
his Fore Fathers, and to read the Holy Scrip- 


tures, therein he finds that divers were bap- 


| tiz'd in Water after they did believe in John's 
{ Miniſtry, who was the peculiar Miniſter of 
it, and was a burning and a ſhining Light 
in his Day, and as the Voice of one crying in 
the Wilderneſs, Prepare the Way of the Lord, 


and that Jeſus himſelf was baprized therewith, 


| and that many others were baptized, not only 
by Ts but allo by the Ditciples and Apoltles 


5 of 
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of Jeſus : Now this Reader, it may be in he ö 


Tenderneſs and Simplicity of his Spirit, the 


Veil being over his Heart when he reads, is 
ready to conclude, Surely this is an Ordi- 


nance of Chriſt, this is Chriſt's Baptiſm, and 
if I will be his Diſciple, I muſt be a Subject 


of it; if I would be counted a Believer, 


1 muſt alſo be baptized with Water, or elſe E 
cannot be ſaved ; and fo this Reader, his Eye 
being abroad, and being ignorant of that 
Head, in which the Wiſe Man's Eye ſtands, 

and not diſcerning the Times nd Seaſons, 


and the divers Dypenjation of God towards 
Mankind ſince the Fall, nor perceiving the 


End of them, lays hold of the Shadow and Fi- 


gure, inſtead of the Subſtance, and gets Poſ- 


ſeſſion of the Shell inſtead of the Kernel, his 


Body waſhed, though not with the pure Wa- 


Me of the Word, his Outſide baptized with 


_ outward Water, and then accounts himſelf a 
Subject and Partaker of Chriſt's Ordinance : 
But herein the Titu/ar Chriſtian of all Sorts is 


_ deceived ; for notwithſtanding his Teachers 
tell him, that he entered within the Pale of 


the Church, and was made a Member of 
4% Cl, when he was ſprinkled with Water 


in his Infancy; and the othery when of Un- 
derſtanding to imitate others, I ſay, herein 


he deceiveth himſelf, and is deceived, becauſe 


which waſheth and cleanſeth the Inſide, puri- 
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he ſtill remains ignorant of the One Baptiſm, 


kieth tae Heart, and nn the Conſcience = 
5 trom 
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Send W of which all the Outſide 
| ings, Waſhings, and Baptiſms that 
ever where appointed of God, or practi-d of = 
Holy Men, were but a Figure or Type: And 
the True Cbriſtian ſticks not, nor remains in | 
any of them; but it's a great Myſtery to tell | 
the Tuular Chriſtian of being baptized with this 
done Baptiſm, which is the Baptiſm of Chriſt, 
under the Term. of Holy Ghoſt and Fire, 
though he may read that Chriſt toretold, that 
even thoſe that were Partakers of John's 
Baptiſm, which was the greateſt of outward. 
— ſhould be baptized with the Holy 
| Ghoſt and Fire: And Jobn ſaid, I indeed 
baptize with Water, unto Repentance; but be | 
that cometh after me, is mightier than I, whoſe Man 3 | 
Shoes 1 am not worthy to bear, be will baptize ® ds 
1 with the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire, whoſe Fan 
"Y bis Hand, and be will make clean his Floor, 
d gather his Wheat into his Garner, and burn 
5 my Chaff with unquenchable Fire: This the 
75 rue Chriſtian witneſſed fulfilled in the Primi- 
tive Times; and now is Partaker of the ſane, 
being baptized into Chriſt, hath put him on, © Gul. 3 3» 
being baptized into his Death, is buried with Col 2, = 
bim in Baptiſm; and this Baptiſm being one, . 
brings all that are Partakers of it, of what 
Nation or Couniry ſoever, Bond or Free, into 2 
one Body, into Oneneſs of Heart, and Mind, 
and Spirit, as Paul teſtified to the Corinthians : 
For by one Spirit we are all baptized into one 
3 *. whether we be Jews | or Gentiles, 1 | 775 
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ther we be Bond or Free, and have been all made | | 
to drink into one Spirit; this bleſſed Oneneſs 


and Unity, is the Fruit and Effect of the one 
true Baptiſm of Chriſt Jeſus. 


Theſe Things the Titular Chriſtian can 124 * 


of in the Holy Scriptures, which the True 
Chriſtians were Witneſſes of: But till the 
Veil of the Covering be rent and taken away 
from off his Heart, and he truly turned onto 


the Lord, and becomes ſenſible of the Ope. | | 


as a Gatherer of the heat in the Garner, and © 


* 


ration of his Spirit, as a Fanner, as a Purger, 


as a Fire to burn up the Chaßf, till this he 
knows working in his own Heart, he remains 
in Death and Darkneſs, and only talks of 
| Heavenly Things, lives in the Earthly, and 
| boaſts of Chriſt's Ordinance of Baptiſm, but is 
a Stranger to it, and ſticks in the Outſide 
and Shadow, and abides in the outward Court 
which is trodden under Foot of the Gentiles, 


and cries up the Temple of the Lord and his 


_ -Ordinances, but dwells not therein, nor is 8 


living Witneſs or Member chereof. 


And concerning the Lord's e the Ti- 
tular Chriſtian proteſſeth himſelf a Gueſt pre- 
pared to ſit at the Table, and to eat of the 
Dainties that he hath prepared, but the Maſter 
of the Feaſt hath appeared, and taken Notice 


ot his Gueſt, and hath given an Eye alſo to his 


Children, to ſee beyond the outſide Appear- 
ance and Profeſſion; and the Day of Trial, 
and 


* 
Þ 
© 
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and Manifeſtation is come, and the Jitular 


Cbriſtian muſt be examin'd, whether he ſits 


at the Table of the Lord, and eats of his 


 Flefh, and drinks of his Blood; or on the 
| Contrary, whether he only profeſſeth it, and. 
crowdeth himſelf in unprepared, without his 2 
Medding-Garment, and catcheth at a Shadow, 
and feedeth upon Huſks, and is as one that 
dreameth he eateth, but when he awakes, is 
hungry; therefore how doth he demonſtrate 


that he is a Partaker of this Supper? Why, he 


hath received by Tradition, or findeth it writ- 
ten in the Holy Scriptures, That the ſame 
| Night that Chriſt was betrayed, he took Bread 

| and bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave 1o bis 
Diſciples, and ſaid, Take, eat, this is my Body, 
which is given for you, do ibis in Remembrance 


of me and alſo the Cup, ſaying, This Cup is 


| that New Teſtament in my Blood, which is ſhed 


for you, this do as often as ye drink in Remem- 
brance of me; and Paul ſaith, So often as ye eat 
this Bread, and drink this Cup, you ſhew forth 


the Lord's Death till be come : This was to the 


| Diſciples, and was in itſelf but a Repreſenta-' | 


tion and Figure of that which is Meat indeed, 


and Drink indeed, which Paul principally 


aim'd at, which at Chriſt's ſecond Appearance 


| without Sin unto Salvation, his Saints and 
' Diſciples were Partakers of: But the Titular 
| Chriſtian before he hath approved himſelf a 
| | Diſciple of Jeſus, and before he hath followed _ 
| him one Step in the Work of Regeneration, F | 


begins 


Ei 


begins to imitate what he finds was practiſed 
by Chriſt and his Diſciples, though not in the 
fame Spirit, nor to the ſame End; one Sort 
gets Bread and Wine, and conſecrates it, as 
he faith, and then imagines it immediately 
Tranſubſtantiated, or changed, into the Rea! 
Fleſh and Blood of Chriſt ; this is a great and 
ſtrong Deluſion indeed, contrary to his outward 
_ Senſes, which are able to try outward Things, 

for the very Bread and Wine ſo conſecrated, 


remain of the very ſame Quality, Nature, and 


Form as before, and as ſubject to Decay, Mould, 
and Corrupt, and be eaten by Vermin, as any 
other Bread and Wine of the ſame Kind, 


Another Sort, not quite ſo much beſotted 


in this Thing, blefſeth Bread and Wine after 
his Manner, and looks upon it as Bread and 
Wine after his Bleſſing is beſtowed upon it, 
eating and drinking of it, ſome after one | 
Manner, and ſome after another, calling it, | 
4 Bleſſed Sacrament; one will eat it before 
Dinner, another after Supper; one Standing, 
another Kneeling, another Sitting, and do 
not look upon it as Real Fleſh and Blood, 
but a Repreſentation, Type, or Figure, or 
| ſomething which ought to be partaken of in 
Remembrance of Chriſt till he comes. But 
in all theſe Things the Tiular Chriſtian de- 
ceives himſelf, and indeed hath no Part in the 
one, nor in the other, in the true Figure, 
nor in the Suhſtance: And notwithſtanding 
his outward Mouth eats and — * 
j; or nr £2 Bread 


Bre: 
| ny 
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dl Bread and Wine, which comes from beneath, 
12 and is the Fruit of the Earth, his Inward Man 
rt pines and hungers for want of partaking of 
as | that Living Bread which comes down from 
ly Heaven; and is wholly a Stranger to that 
a! 3 Fleſh which is Meat indeed, and to that Blood 
1d 3 which is Drink indeed; and puts the Coming 
rd of the Lord far off; and is wholly ignorant 
„ | not only of him, but of the Manner of his 
d, # Coming allo, and of the very Door of Con- 
1d Þ ſcience at which he ſtands knocking, and fo 
, © doth not open unto him, but openeth to a 
1y Stranger, and entertaineth his Enemy, and 
| giveth Place and Obedience to that which __. 
ed occaſioned all his Sufferings, to wit, Sin, and LY 
er the Author of it; this is to fit at the Table of 
nd Devils, eating of the Forbidden Fruit; in this 1 cor 
it, State he hath no Part in the Precious Promiſes, 10 21. 
ne F no Right nor Title in Chriſt nor his Ordi- 
nances, much being to do before all Things are 
re prepared, and made ready for the Laſt Supper 2 
g, And before this Titular Chriſtian is made fit to 

do | fit at the Table with him, or ſtand upright in 


d, | his Preſence; and before he knows him to 
or | make his Abode with him, and to ſup with 
in | him, as he hath promiſed, and as the True 
ut } Chriſtian in former Ages, and now in this Age 


de- enjoyeth, who did and doth witneſs Eternal 
he | Life abiding in him; For he that eateh bis ge.q 
re, | Fleſh and drinketh bis Blood, hath Eternal Life, John 6. 


ng | and dwelleth in bim, and be in lin. 33, 5» 
n VVV . 7, 78. 
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nor underſtand, no more than the Jos did; 
this he ſtumbleth at, and goeth backward, 


murmureth and taketh Offenee, as ſome of | 
old did, when Chriſt was ſpeaking of the 3 p 


Bread which came down from Heaven, which, 
who eat of ſhould live for ever, many of his 
own Diſciples ſaid, This is a Hard Saying ; 


"os can hear it? And ſo murmured, and went 


| backward, and whlked no more with him : 


8 Theſe, though they heard his many Gracious 


Words, and ſaw "Is" Mighty Works and 
Miracles wrought before their carnal Eyes 
and Ears, yet they ſaw not him, as he was 
the Mighty Power of God, nor heard him, as 
Peter did, who ſaid, when he aſked the 
Twelve, Wi Il ye leave me- alſo ? Maſter, To 


whom fhall we go? Thou haſt the Words of 


Eternal Life; and we believe and know, thou 
art Chriſt, the Son of the living God. This 
| Knowlsdee, Chrift ſaid, was revealed unto him, 


mot by Fleſh and Blob, but by his Heavenly 


Father, 
Now the Tj te Chriftian hevies Revelation, 
hs only Means of all true Knowledge; and 


ſo in his carnal Imaginations, and exalted 


Mind above the Croſs of Chriſt, glories in the 
| Fleſh, and prides himſelf with what Fleſh and 
Blood hath taught him, and revealed unto 
him; andcries up Natural Bread, and Natural 


Wine, and a Natural Supper, which feeds the 
4 Natural Man, and remains 1 Stranger to that 
| Bread 


This the Titular Chriſtian cannot receive i; 


Ide Lord, he hungers and thirſts again, even 
after the Forbidden Fruit, and after the Wine 


| as the Ox 'drinketh Water: And fo, in the 


[ 49 } h 
Bread which cometh down from Heaven, and 
to the Wine of the Kingdom, to the Supper 


of the Lord, and to his Table which is richly 


ſpread ; and derides the True Chriſtian, who 


Poſſeſſeth and enjoyeth theſe Things. And 
this is the Cauſe, that notwithſtanding the 


Titular Chriſtian eats never ſo often of this 


Outward Bread, and drinks this Outward Cup, 


which ke in his Ignorance calls, The Supper of 


£4 


of Sodom and Egypt, and drinks down Iniquity 


End, notwithſtanding his Notions and _— 
feſſion of the Supper 'of the Lord, and Eating 


at his Table, his Soul is hard beſtead wit 


Hunger, and pines for Thirſt, and bon 


for very Vanity, ſowing the Wind, and reaps 


the Whirl-wind of the Wrath of God. This 
is the State of all the Titular Chriſtians upon the 


Face of the Earth, of what Name or Sect ſoever. 


— — „ 
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x. Te Tiue Chriſtian s Faith and Ex- 


perience concerning the Univerſal Love, 
of {50d towards all Mankind. 8 


| T HE True Cbritian Wen chat the 


Love of God is univerſal unto all Man- 


x kind; that his Grace, which bringeth Salva- 
2 P 


tion, 8 


Scriptures; and there is a Poſl 
them; otherwiſe, all is in vain, the Call to 
all in vain; the Appearanee of Grace to all/in 


3 * Re 


tion, hath and doth appear unto all Men; 
that he hath given a Maniſeſtation of his Spirit | 

to every. Man to profit withal; even to the 
Rebellious; that God ſo loved the World that 

he hath given his only begotten Son, that 
| whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, - 
but have Everlaſting Life; and that he is the |} 
true Light, that lighteth every Man coming 
into the World; chat this Light is ſaving 

and ſufficient to lead all Mankind, that 


love it and walk in it, to him from whence it 


comes, where they may inherit Life and Sal-. 


vation z God wills not the Death of him that 


duties, neitber doth he deſire the Death of. a 
Dinner, but rather that he would turn and live; 
bis Call is to all Men every where to Repent; 


alu there is 4 Poſſibility that all Men may bear 


bis Voice, Repent, and may partake of his Uni- 


verſal Love, and be ſaved by his Grace, which 


hath appeared, and profit by the Mamifeſta- 

tion which he hath given, and be guided out 
of Rebellion by his Good Spirit, and to believe 
in him, which faves from periſhing, and gives 


Everlaſting Life: Theſe Things are call'd 
tor and exhorted to throughout the Holy 
a Poſſibility to obey 


vain, the Gitt and Manifeſtation of the Spirit 


to every one in vain, and the Shining of the 
Light in vain, if Men may not cbey it, aud 
walk in it, So Man's Deſtruction is of himſelf, 


a. ea A. a * 


TTT 


* 
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: and his Sores remain uncured, and his Soul 
unredeemed; not decauſe there is no Balm in 
"Gilead, or beceale! the Arm of the Lord is 


Mortened, or his Love abated; neither becauſe 


he hath decreed any Man's Deſtruction from 
Eternity; but becauſe Men will not make uſe 
of the Balm, nor be gathered by his Arm, 
that is ſtretched out all the Day long, ever 
to the Rebellious, to ſave them, nor receive 
that Love that daily is tendered : Their Eye 


is blind; and their Sou's-poor, miſerable, and 
naked ; not becauſe he hath not Eye- Silve, 
Fine A and Treaſures of Wiſdom and 


| 5 Knowledge to furniſh them withal; but be- 


cauſe Men are taken up with other Things, 


And have no Mind to purchaſe Gold tried in 


the Fire, nor White Raiment to be cloathed : 


Fhe Forbidden Fruit ſeems more beautiful 


and lovely to deſire, the Enemy having drawn 
out Man's Mind to look after it, he turns his 


Back upon the other; then his Eye is blinded, 
and his Ear ſtopped ; then he cannot ſee the 


Glory of God to ſurpaſs the Beauty and Glory 


. of all Things viſible and inviſible, nor delight 55 


in the hearing of his Voice and obeying it; 
but his ſtolen Water is ſweet, and the Forbidden 
Fruit is pleaſant to Man in this Blind, Deaf, 


and Dead Eftate, wherein he walks in tbe 
Broad Way, and falls into every Tempra- 
tion, Bait and Snare of the Enemy, that old 


Serpent, who having 


drawn him thus far, 
* him at his Pleaſure. Thus 
5 F 5 entered 


52) 
> entered Sin in the Beginning, and thai it mere, 
eth, and thus the Enemy prevaileth. 
Nov, no Man in this Eſtate can open that 
Eye which was blinded through Tranſgreflion, 
nor unſtop that Ear, nor fave and deliver 
himſelf out of the Hand of his Enemy, which 
holds him in ſore Captivity: Therefore, 
herein is the Univerſal Love of God manifeſt, 
that he hath laid Help upon one that's Mighty, 
that's able to ſave to the uttermoſt; that 
he hath appointed and prepared a Seed that's 
able to bruiſe the Serpent's Head; and that 
he hath ſown this Good and Powerful Seed in 
the Hearts of all Men, in the Bad Ground 
as well as in the Good; and that he hath 
cauſe his Light to ſhine in the Hearts of all, 
though in Darkneſs ; and his Rain to Fall 
upon all, Juſt and Unjuſt; and to call upon all 
Men every where; to follow Mankind, who 
is run from him by Tranſgreſſion, and hid 
himſelf among the Trees, and covered himſelf 
with the Fig-Tree Leaves, and to meet with 
him in the Cool of the Day; and to Reaſon 
with him, Reprove, Correct, and Chaſtiſe him, 
in order to do him Good, if 'he will hearken to 
his Voice, and turn at his Reproof ; and be 
gathered by his Arm, which 1s ſtretched out 
to ſave him; which, if he doth, he ſhall not 
mils of Salvation : But if he ſtops his Ear, 
hardens his Heart, and continues in Rebellion, = 
and refuſeth to be reconciled, his Deſtruction 
e as 2 h 
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xt.» The True Chriſtian- s Faith * Ex- 


concerning the Doctrine . 
Flecken and NN 3 


2 ak Reprobation Raids in the two 
Seeds, called, The Seed of the Woman, 
and The: Seed of the Serpent; and all Man- 
kind are Partakers of the one or of the other, 
as either of theſe two Seeds grows up in them, 2 
and as they grow up in the one, or in the 
other, or join to the one, or to the other; 
and are born of the one, which is Incorrup- 
tible, or of the other, which is Corruptible : 


And this Seed, which is Incorruptible, and 


hath remained pure throughout all Genera: 
tions, is that in which all Nations are bleſſed, Ne 3. 
as they come to be born of it: And this 5: 
is it unto. which all the Promiſes of God £22 
are Jra and Amen, which was not made unto 

Seeds, as of many, as Paul faith, ſpeaking. 
of the Seed of Abraham, but of one Seed, Gal! 3. 
which is Chriſt , and they that are Chriſt's, . 29. 
are Abraham's Seed; and Heirs by Promiſe... . 
And the Election or Choice of God, ſtands in 


this Seed, and all the Heavenly Bleſſings and- 
1 Lvungeſicah Promiſes come to be enjoyed and 


, F 3 5 inherited | 


a lt, 
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inherited by Mankind through Faith in this 


Seed, through the Growing up of it in them, 
and through the knowing it to remain in them, 
and become the greateſt of all Seeds, ſtop- 
ping the Growth of the Seed of the Serpent, 

ruiſing his Head, and cauſing his whole 
Body to languiſh and die : And through the 


knowing this Seed become ſo Powerful in 


them, as to poſſeſs the Gates of its Enemies: 


= With this Seed, and with all that are born of it, 


God's Election ſtands ſure, and his Covenant 
is kept with it for ever; whom he loves here, 
be loves to the End; and all that love this 
Seed, he will be their God, and they ſhall be 
his People and thoſe are the Elect, which 


can never be deceived, nor the Gates of Hell 1 


5 prevail againſt. _ 


And the True Clridies,. wha is den of this 
1 Incorruptible Seed, obeys Peter's Exhortation, 

ꝛ fei. Giving Diligence to ola bis Calling and Elec- | 
tion ſure ; adding to bis Taub, Virtue ; and 10 

2 Viriue, Knowledge ; and to Knowledge, Tempe- 


rance; and io Temperance, Patience; and to 


— 


all Evii-Speakings, an becomes as a New-born 


Babe, defiri . the Sincere Milk of the Ward, 1 
that 3 


Patience, Godlineſs; and 10 Godline(s, Brother- 
Iy-kindneſs 3 and to Brotherly-kindneſs, Charity : 
And as be 400 theſe Things, be ſhall never fall, 
but have an Entrance miniſtred abundantly into 
ihe Everlaſting Kingdom of his Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. And he lays aſide all Malice, 
and all Guile, and H ypocrifies, and Envies, and 


EL K or 


of the Woman, 


1 881 


| that be may grow more and more, and encreaſe 


with the Encreaſe of God thereby, until be grows 
up in the Promiſed Seed, in which bis Calling 
and Election ſtands, | unto the Unity'of ibe Faith, 


_ —_ the Knowledge F tbe San ef God, unto 


rfett Man, unto the Meafure of the Siature of 


th Fulne s of Chriſt, growing up in him in all 


Things, which is the Head, even Chriſt, This 


is the Mark of the High Calling of God in 


Chriſt Jeſus, and theſe are the Marks, To- £2 


| kens and Signs, Fruits and Effects, which 
attend and accompany all thoſe that are born 

of this Incorruptible Seed, in which their Elec- 
tions ſtands, in, through, and by which, their 
Calling and Election is made ſure. And the 


True Chriſtian, who is thus elected, and born 


of this Seed, hath not only the Witneſs in 
himſelf, and the Spirit of God bearing witneſs 


and ſealing to his Spirit, that he is a Child of 2 


it; but the Fruit of this Seed alſo ſhews itſelf 
forth, and appears, that Men may fee and 
behold it, and glorify his Father which | is in 

: Heaven. 


Now the Weben ſands in the Seed of 


the Serpent, and all that are born of it, are 
born of Fleſh and Blood, and of the Will of 


Man, and not of the Will of God, nor by 


Promiſe; and in whomſoever this Seed grows £2 


up, Enmity encreaſeth in them againſt che Seed 
againſt the promifed Seed, 


and all the Children of it; hence aroſe Cain's 
Envy, Iſbmacl's Mocking, and Eſau's Rage, 


5% 


ee in chat Generation or Birth 1 


dawn to this Age: This is that Nirth chat is 


born after the Fleſh, which always did, ad 


dach to this Day, perſecute, him chat is born 
7 alter the Spirits this i 18 — ren coun * 
eat in Jaluis d Porſecni 
Woman that brought 
aud that want ta meke War with the Rempant 
af her Seed, wbich kept | the Commandments: of 


Gat; ani bawre the Taſtimamy of Feſus.: And he 


ig he ſame at this: Day, and his Wrath, En- 
itz and Workcia tlie ſame in the Hearis and 
Hands of all Mankind, in whom this Seed of 


_ the old Serpent hath taken Root, and grows 


up: This is the Seed of the Wicked.that {ball be 


Bellies, and Duſt is their Meat, and they 


qwell upon the Earth, where the Woe is, and 
here the Devil is come down among them, 


and they walk upon that Ground that is Curſed, 


and inhabit the dark Corners thereof; ' and 


they hate the Light, and are Reprobate from: 


the Prefence of God, and from the Glory of. 


his Power, Children of Diſobedience and 

Wrath, in whom the old Scr- 

Marks a. pent rules, . and holds them 
| Reprobation. 


this State of Reprobation they 
abide, they. are Children of the Devil, and 


5 


forth the Man Child, 


Ex” 1. . and of Evil Doers that mall never be 

renommed; and all that are (Joined to it, and 

i& become Children of it, are Reprobate to every 
good Word and Work, and go upon their 


| ſore Captivity 3. and as in 


his Luſt they do, his Servants and Slaves they 


are, and cannot ceaſe from Sin, nor enjoy the 


many glorious Promiſes made to the Seed of 
the Woman, nor know the Serpent's Head in 
them bruiſed by it, nor the great red Dragon 
chained, being Rebrobate from that Faith 


which gives Victory over him. . 
But out of this Eſtate of Reprobation and 5 


deep Pit of Miſery, wherein a 
great Part of Mankind is held, APoſibility 
the Teſtimony of the True Chri/ſ- that the Re- 


Lian is, that God hath appoint- probate may 


ed a Means of Deliverance, become Elect. 
Salvation and Redemption; 
there is during the Day of Viſitation, a Poſſi- 


bility of being born again of the other Seed, 2 


the incorruptible Seed, wherein the Election 
ſtands; Children of Diſobedience and Wrath, 
may become Children of God, and partake of 
his Grace and Mercy, and witneſs Redemption 


trom the Earth, and the Curſed Ground with 


its Curſed Fruit burned up by the Spirit of 
Judgment and Burning; and the Seed of the 


Serpent may be raoted out of the Heart of 


Man, though it hath grown there long, and 
filled it with its Fruit; and the good Seed of 
the Kingdom may ſpring and grow there; 
and every Thorn, Briar, Thiſtle. and Plant 


which hindereth its Growth, may be pulled up, 
|| which the Heavenly Father hath not planted ; 
and they that have borne the Earthly Image, 

may bear the Heavenly; and thoſe that 
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have yielded their Members Servants to Un- 
righteouſneſs, may 


yield them Servants to 
Righteouſneſs 5 and thoſe that are 'foohſh, 


may become wiſe; thoſe chat are diſobedient 
and deceived, may become obedient and unde- 
ceived; thoſe that ſerve divers Luſts and Plea- 


ſures, and live in Malice and Envy, baleftet, 
and hating one another, may come to witneſs 


. Victory over, and Redemption from all theſe 


Things; and this True Chriſtian's Teftimony ls 


plentifully borne Witneſs to in the Holy- E 


Tk 3 tures, as Paul wrote to Titus, faying;' We our. 


Malice and Envy, bateful and hati 
- - ther: Theſe were all the Fruit and E 


that is Curſed; and in this Eſtate they were 


elves were ſometimes fooliſh, diſobeuient, decetv- 
ed, ſerved divers Luſts and Pleaſures, troing in 
one ano- 


t of the 
Evil Seed; theſe were all Fruits of the Ground 


To av pa concerning the Faith, and Children 


E Mercy bo ſaved us; by the We 
lion, and — 


Saviour. So in che Kindel, 
Mercy of God, by the Waſhing' of Regenera- 
tion, or New Birth, 
durt ot the Old into the 
of the Serpent into the Seed of # the Woman, 
00000008 Reprobate State" into the 8 


Wrath as well as others: But ſaith he, 


Her the Kindue/s and Love of God aur Saviour 
_ towinrd Mana 


ppeared, not by 


ort —— 

ouſneſß dobich tue have done, 3 25 
er 

Cari, ou 


ove, and free 


of the Hoh G 
Hed on us abundently through Feſtus 


2 


out of t 


lanted 5 
Seed 


5 and ſhut their Ears 
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| Houſes and furniſh it again with 


8 Be RT. 

Olive, and planted; or grafted inte the T] 
Vine that brings. forth Fruits anbich. glads the. 
Heart of God and Man; and he is ready to do 


e and hearken · to his Voices; and obey 


Serpent, which is paſſible to be done, they 
ſhall enjoy God's. Salvation. and partake of hi 
Love and Kindneſs, which the Saints enjoyed in 
former Ages, and do in this Age, and is freely 
tendered. to all fur thai Everlaſting Good. 


For God,hath nat, as ſome Titwar- Chriſtians: s- 


affirm, predeſt inated or fore · ordain q, the great · 
eſt Part of Mankind, vr any Part, to Eyer-- 
laſting Perdition, nor made any fixed Decree, 
that fo many, and na more, ſhall be ſaved, and 
all the reſt damned, and that this Decree was 
eſtabliſned before Mankind was brought forth, 


Exil chat they ſhould do. 


and Reconciliation, and inconſiſtent wich all he 
Diſpenſations of God's Love towards loſt Man, 


ever ſince he obeyed the Vaice of the Serpent, 


and his Seed grew up in him, and ever ſince 
| the Devil got his Seat and Dominion in Man, 
_ | all which have been in order to break his Pow. 
Jer, and diſpoſſeſs him, caſt him forth, and 


ſpoil his Goods, and to ſweep and garniſh the 
Heavenly 
| Goods, | 


the ſame in this Agel for all that love his Ap. 


inſt the Voice of the. 
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entered, and as it was before the evil Seed 


Fruit; this hath been the End of the Lord in 


and in the Days of the Evangelical Prophets, 
who ſaw and propheſied of glorious Things, 


 verſal Good of Mankind; tor Jaiab faw that 
s 1,27, Day in which the Lord with his fore, great 
| 1.66.5 and ſtrong Sword, ſhould puniſh' Leviathan the 

Piercing Serpent, even Leviathan that crooked 


Sea, and he ſaw that the Abundance of the 
Sea ſhould be converted, and the Forces of the 
| Gentiles ſhould come unto him, whom God hath 

appointed to be his Salvation to the Ends of the 


come and ſee his Glory, which he had given 
make an End of Sin, and bring in Everlaſting 


in, even Paths of Holineſs, wherein the Way- 


| God; and many have been and are livin 
8 Witneſſes of the lame, and no Man is ending 


Goods, as it was before the Devil and his Goods | 


was ſown in Man's Heart, and before he en- 
tered into Temptation, or eat of the Forbidden 


all his Promiſes, Appearances and Diſpenſa- | 
tions, before the Law, and under the Law, | 


which God would bring to paſs for the Uni- 
OY Serpent, and ſlay the' Dragon that is in the 


Earib; and he ſpake of a Time, wherein the | 
Lord would gather all Nations and Tongues to 


for a Light 10 the Gentiles, and for the Glory of 
bis People Iſrael, io finiſh Tranſereſſion, and 


| Righteouſneſs, to deſtroy the Devil and his Works, 
to repair the Breach,” and reſtore Paths to duet! 


= faring Man, ibo a Fool, cannot err; this is the 
End or Subſtance of all the Diſpenſations of 


SS mr 


DYED AY DO A 


_ 


161 
by any Decree of God from the Enjoyment 


of theſe Things. 


And all thoſe Babel Builders, and blind 


Guides, which ſet up and miniſter this kind 
of Doctrine, that God hath pre- ordained how 


many Perſons ſhall be ſaved, and how many 
damned, if People were not as ignorant and 
as blind as themſelves, their Trade would 
quickly be ſpoiled, and come to an End, and 
no Body would employ them ; for if there 
be a fixed Decree from all Eternity how 


many ſhall be faved, and how many damned, 
and that neither the one nor the other by all 
the Good and Evil they can do, are able to alter 
this determinate Counſel ; then altogether in 
vain is it for People to hire ſuch Builders, 
who ſay before-band, their Tower will never 


convey any to Heaven, who are not deſigned. 


to go thither without it, or to maintain Tuch 


unprofitable Talkers and Bablers, when they 


can neither make them better nor worſe, nor* 


bring one Soul to Salvation that is not deter- 


| mined and decreed already to be ſaved, nor 
direct one Soul how he may eſcape Hell, that 


ſhall not eſcape it without their Directions; 


thele are unprofitable and vain Talkers indeed, 


and Meſſengers of miſerable Pidings, tha 


preach this Doctrine of Devils in the World, 
the Fruit and Effect of which runs many a 
poor Soul upon one of theſe deſperate Rocks, 

diſſolute Deſpair, or ' ImPplictt 1 IN4gmary Sect- 
rity 128 


ß 
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Much Winde be ſaid to ſhew the Groſſneſs — 
and Abſurdneſs of this kind of Doctrine; but 


intending Brevity and a Hint at Things, and 


hoping the Light of the glorious Goſpel, that 
now ſhines, and is broken forth in the Hearts 
of Thouſands and Ten Thouſands, will diſ- 
perſe this groſs Darkneſs, and cauſe this de- 
ſtructive pernicious Doctrine to vaniſh away, 
eſpecially in this Nation of England, before 
this Age is worn out: I ſay, for theſe two | 
Reaſons I forbear to enlarge, with a Breathing 
to the Lord, that People may come to know 
the fallow Ground plowed up, and the hard 
Clods broken, and their Hearts made tender 
and honeſt, that the good Seed of the King- | 
dom, wherein the Election ſtands, may ſpring | 


and grow up, and bear Fruit in them to Ever- 


- laſting Lite, and the Seed of the Serpent 
rooted out, and he and all his Works deſtroyed: 

| This is the glorious Liberty which the whole 
Creation growns for, and ſome already enjoy, 
Praiſes to God for ever, whoſe Love ex- | 

tends to all, whoſe Arm is ſtretched out to 


help all, whoſe Scepter of Salvation is held | 


forth to all, whoſe Deſire is, that all may come 


„„ ne Knowledge of his Truth, and be ſaved: 
= This is the Teſtimony of God, and of thoſe 


Righteous Men that knew him in former Ages, 
who were born of the Incorruptible Seed, and 


(is the Teſtimony of the Righteous in this 
Age; and the contrary is the Teſtimony of 


the e of God and 3 that old Serpent 
8 and 


e [ 63] 5 
and his Children, who are born of the Seed of 
it, and their Fruit is the Off- ſpring of the 
Adulterer and the Whore, whom God will 


judge: This is the Word * Truth to all 
EN whom 1 it may concern. 


** 
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XII. The True Chriſtian's Faith and 


Experience concer wing Fe. 


b 7 AMES faith, Bleſſed i is the Man that en- Janes 
4 a. dureth Temptalton ; for, when he is tried, |.” 

5 be ſhall receive the Crown of Life, which the 42 the 5 
„Lord bath promiſed to them that love him, Let 
no Man ſay, when be 1s tempted, be is tempted 

- |= of Gd; for God cannot be tempted with Evil, 


neilber jempteth he any Man: But every Manu 
„is rempled when be is draun uy of | Lis on 
Luſt, and enticed, 
s No the True Cb. iſtian is a W itneſ⸗ of chis . 
„ Saying of James, having found the Bleſſed- 
4 -| neſs that follows the enduring Temptation, 
and received the Earneſt of the Crown of 


EE. te” 


Life: And he truly and experimentally 


- | Kknoweth, that God cannot be tempted with 
. Evil, becauſe that Heavenly Light and Grace, 

3 | and Manifeſtation of the Holy Spirit, which 

5 he is Partaker of, and endued withal, and is 
of God, cannot be tempted with Evil, nor 
't be prevailed upon to conſent or take Pleaſure 


db * 2 . * 
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in any Unrighteouſneſs; ; and this good and 


perfect Gift of God, which cannot be tempted 


with Evil, nor tempteth no Man, received, 


believed in, and entertained in the Heart, is that 


which enabled the Righteous in all Ages to 
endure Temptation, and doth enable them in 


2 this Age: And all thoſe that know not, 
77: IEEE Tot, believe not in this good and | 
perfect Gift of God, given and ſent into the 
World, to Sinners as well as Saints, they can- 
not, nor are not able to endure Temptation; 


but are led away of their Luſts, and enticed, 


and fall into Temptation, for want of Faith : 
in the Gift and Power of God, which is as 


near them as the Temptation, and able ard 


ready to deliver them, if they would regard | 


it and obey it. 


Now, the Ground of all Temptations in -- 


within, the Luſts that lead away, are within ; 


the Light which diſcovers them, and the | 
Grace which is ſufficient, and the Spirit which | 
mortifies the Luſts, muſt be alſo known 
1 where the Temptations riſe and attend 
Mankind, even the Righteous for a Time, and 


divers outward Objects alſo may preſent, in 


order to draw out and allure the Mind to 93 
join with them, and to entertain them: But 


neither the Temptations within nor without 
can prevail, until the Light is diſregarded, 


the Appearance of Grace ſlighted, and the 
Spirit of God deſpiſed, and the Mind Fn 
do the e and e — wy 


„ 

Now, its no Sin to be tempted, but to 
enter into the Temptation. No Man was ever 
condemned becauſe tempted, or becauſe evil 
Motions and Temptations did ariſe in him, 
and preſent themſelves, if he entered not into 
them, nor give Place to them, nor joined 
with them in his Mind, nor ſuffered his Mem- 


bers to obey them; but kept in the Light, 


Grace, and Spirit of God, by which he reſiſted 
them, and the Author of them, and made 
him flee: This is the bleſſed Man that 


endureth Temptations. 


So though T'emptations are evil and ſinful 


in themſelves, and did at ſome Times attend 


the Righteous in all Ages, and do at this 
Day; yet if they give no Place nor Conſent 
to them, nor obey them, but by the Light * 
and Spirit of God judge them, and walk in 
the Light which diſcovers them, and the evil 


Tendency of them, and are preſerved from 
joining to them, they are no Sinners becauſe 
# tempted; as for Initance, to ſpeak but to a 


unlawful 


low State, if any 
and vain Thoughts, and tempted with dark 
Imaginati- 


are troubled with unclean _ 


X Sinful; 


ons, which in them- 


| ſelves are Evil and 


by the Light and 


Spirit of God judge 


them, and 


give no 
Place or 


Obedience 


yet if they 


8 3 "0 


. Theſe will lodge 


in that Fleſh in which 


dwells no good Thing, 
till it and its Habitalion 


be mortified, and re- 


moved, which is to be 
known, even while the 
Earthen 
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Earthen Veſſel remain- to them, but wait to 
eth, that holds the Hea- fee the Ground thereof 


venly 7. reaſure. remov'd, they do that 


_ which is right in the 
Sight of the Lord; and are no Sinners: So if 
tempted to uſe any Member of the Body, to 


ſpeak or do any Evil; as, the Tongue, to lye, 


flatter, or diſſemble, or ſ peak perverſe Things; 
or the Hand, to do Violence to any Man; or 
= the Feet, to run to do Miſchief; if theſe. 
Members are not yielded up to ſerve and obey 
theſe Temptations, thoſe ſo tempted are no 
Tranſgreſſors; but are Witneſſes of that : 
Prayer, and the Effect of it, which Chriſt | 
taught his Diſciples, Lead us not, or let us nob | 
be led into 7. emplation, out deliver us from | 


Evil. 


then to an exceeding high Mountain, and 


ſhewed him all the Kingdoms of the World, 
and the Glory of them, with a Promiſe, He . 
could give them ail io him, if he would fall 
wn and worſhip bim: But he ſtanding in the 
Fower of his Father, gave no Place to him, 
; Ut rcouked hirn and reliſted him in all his 


Tempia- 


Chriſt Jeſus was e Sven great 

Temptations, and the * 1 that de- | 

eecived the firſt Adam, as very bold with } 

"hom. and carried him 
5 Let him that read. from * Place to Place, 

eb, underſtand. from the Wilderneſs 

15 to the holy City, from 
thence to the Pinacle of the Temple, and 
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Temptations, and overcame him. Now it" "; 
 faid, M bilſt the Time of Temptation laſted he Luxe * 
kat nothing, and when it was ended, he after- 


wards hungred ; and when the Devil departed, 


Angels miniſtred unto him: This is the Glory of Mar, . 
the ſecond Adam, that never fell, though | 
tempted to fall, eat no Forbidden Fruit, tho? 
tempted to eat; neither did he hunger in the 


Time of Temptation after it; nor gave no 


Place to the Lies of the old Serpent, that 


allured and deceived the firſt Adam thereby, 
and ſubjected him under Hope of enjoying a 


better Eſtate then that wherein God had placed 
dim, and ſo fell into the Depth of Miſery, 
firſt by letting out a Deſire after the Pleaſant- 


neſs of the Forbidden Fruit, and Hungering 


after it in the Time of Temptation; and then 


putting forth the Hand, and joining to it, 


| obeys and eats, and fulfils the Luſts of the 


Serpent: And thus, and in this manner, 


Temptation prevails over all the Sons of the 
firſt Adam, ' who bear the Earthly Image, 
and are not born again of the promiſed Seed, 


that breaks the Head of the Serpent, and 


redeems from under his Power, and brings to 
grow up in the ſecond Adam, who could not 
be prevail'd upon with his Lies and Subtilty. 


And this ſecond Adam, Chriſt Jeſus, is the 


| Captain of the True Chriſtian's Salvation, who 


18 gone betore, leaving him an Example, to 


— 1 follow his Steps: And he hath endued him 


| with Heavenly e, and armed him with 


Spiritual 


Strength ſo to do: So the True Cbriſtian is 
{os e to a good Soldier, that follows his 

ptain, and fights with him, and -doth not 
but makes good Uſe of the Power, Armour 


given him to war withal, and to overcome his 


Salvation, which are able to quench all the 


Fold are built in the him to his * ſtrong 


 Tmaginations of Men. dodut there, and pulled 
them down; and caft 


by Virtue of the Weapons which are mighty, 
and by the Power of him which enables the 
True Chriſtian to do all Things, he ſtill keeps 


, — — 
- — — — * — e =.  « - 
— — — —ü—ü A, : 
* 


voain are all his Stratagems, Wiles, and ſubtle 


Devices; z In vain are all his Snares and Am- 
_ bulkments 5 


Spiritual Armour, and furniſhed him with 


=» 4 him, and leave him to fight by himſelf; 


Wills, Thoughts, and Holds, and beaten him 


on his Watch-tower, which is the Light of 
| Chriſt, wherewith he is enlightened, that he 
may not be ſurprized with another Part of his 

Forces; and as he keepeth watching there, in 


S 


of Light, and Sword of the Spirit, thats 


Enemy withal; and he keeps on his Breaſt- 
plate of Righteouſneſs, and the Helmet of 


| fiery Darts of the Devil, and fo follows his 
Captain, not only Conquering, but alſo to 
— Conquer 5 for when he hath overcome him 
not only in the Field, 
* The Devil's trag but hath alſo purſued | 


down Imaginations, ond every bigh 7. bing, that 
 exalts uſelf againſt the Knowledge of God, | 
in which he built them. When this is effected 


* 


B 
5 
8 


I as he begui 
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buſhments laid; in vain are all his Tempta- 
tions and Allurements, as the True Chriſtian 
keeps in that, and dwells in that which the 
Devil hath no Part nor Fellowſhip in, viz. 
the Light, whereby he is diſcovered, and all 


| his Baits and Snares ſeen and avoided. £8 


Tt is in the Darkneſs, and over all that dwell 
in it, that he prevails; his Power ſtands there, 
and is exercited over all that walk in it; he 


need not go about with Wiles and Devices to 
| deceive ſuch, who already dwell and are Sub- 


jects in his Kingdom; nor he need not go 
about like a roaring Lion, ſeeking to devour 
them, being already under his Dominion, and 
obedient Children, Vaſſals and Slaves to him; 


he need not uſe Subtilty to tempt ſuch, but 2 
Power to command, and they obey. 55 


But it's againſt the Children of Light, that 
are turned from the Darkneſs, and from under 
bis Power, that he improves all his cunning 
Subtilty and Devices, and it's againſt them he 
rageth, if by any Means he can beguile them, 

ſed Eve, and corrupt their Minds: Cor. 
from the Simplicity that is in Chriſt , even after 2 
they are preſented as a chaſte Virgin to Chriſt, 
and are come to a dwelling Place in Paradiſe, 
and to appear before God in Heaven; he will 
not ceaſe to tempt and accuſe there, as he hath 
done, he is ſtill ready to do; he tempted and 
beguiled Eve in Paradiſe: And on a Day when Ges. 3, 
the Sons of God appear'd before the Lord, Satan 


| came ole anom them, and accuſed Job: And Jobt. | 


fob 


— 2 — — 


Rev.12. . Job in his Day ſaw the great red Dragon 


4. 


27> Child; he that reads let him underſtand, This 
1 Cor, made Paul fear the Serpent might beguile} 
11. 3. them he wrote to, as he beguiled Eve, and 


| fake the Devil and all his Works, the Pomps 
and Vanity of the World, which lies in Wick- 
edneſs, and to keep God's Holy Will and 
Commandments, and they are not grievous ed 
_ unto him; for he loves the Law of God in his 
- Heart, and ſees it written there with his own 


g Innocency, out of a Virgin, ſinleſs, and harm- 


tempted and allured out once did, and may do peir 
Z Innocency, and to again, if he be not 1.0 


Temptation, and ſo to receive the Bleſſing, | 


Jam. 1. and after Trial zo enjoy the Crown of Life which bec 
12. 


: XIII. The True Chriſtian's Faith and | ke 
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appear in Heaven, waiting to devour the Man- 


| 


thro? his Subtilty tempt and allure them out of 


leſs Eſtate, after they 
C I's poſſible to be were in it ;. ® this he 


ooſe a god Eſtate, watched againſt, and WM Me 
reſiſted in the Power | 
of the ſecond Adam, which enables to endure | x a 


the Lord bath promiſed to them that love bim. Sul 


2 — 


e aua m a Holy Lite. 


HE True Chriſtian believeth that it is |) be 
his Duty to live a Holy Life, to for- fit 


* 


Fingers 
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Finger, enjoy ing that precious Promiſe, 7 wilt 
vrile my Law in their Hearts, and put my 
Tear into their inward Paris; and he can ſay, 
as David once did, Oh how ] love thy Law, it pal. 
is my Meditation all the Day! How faveet are thy 119. 2. 
= Words unto my Taſte ! Yea, ſweeter than the * 
Honey to my Mouth, thy Law is my Deligbt; 


the Law of thy Mouth is beiter to me than Thou- 
ſands of Gold and Silver : The True Chriſtian 


being in this Eſtate, and perſevering in this 


Love of God and his Law, it becomes his 
Meat and Drink to do the Will of his Hea- 


venly Father: And ſo by walking in this 
Law, and meditating in it, and by feeding on 
this Word, which is ſweeter than Honey, he 


becomes ſo united with it, and ſo natural a 
Subject and Child of it, that he comes to be 


able to ſay, as ſome of old did, Ve can do 


7 nothing againſt the Truth ; this is the true for- Oy 
ſak ing the Devil and all his Works, and the 


keeping God's Holy Will and Command- 


au ments: And as the True Cbriſtian grows up in 
| this, he doth always that which pleaſeth the 
Captain of his Salvation, who is gone before, 
being Bone of his Bone, and Fleſh of his Fleſh, 
2 fitting in Heavenly Places with him, behold- 


ing the Glory of their Heavenly Father, even 
the ſame Glory, which was before the World 
began, betore the Devil and his Works enter- 
ed, before his Holy Will and Commandments 
were broken, or before the Forbidden Fruit 


was eaten. Thoſe that have their Eyes 


- anointed 


| 
| 


— — 
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anointed with Eye-ſalve, and are cloathed þ 
with fine Linen, have their Garments waſhed | 
in the Blood of the Lamb, and follow him | 
whitherſoever he goeth, have no Guile in 3 


their Mouths, but ſtand before the Throne 


of God without Spot or Wrinkle ; thoſe are 
they that arc redeem'd from the Earth, have 
their Converſation in Heaven, and give the 
Glory to him who 1 is God bleſſed for ever. 


"The Tuular Chriſtian orafeliech,: that it | 
is his Duty to live a Holy Life, to forſake the | 
Devil and all his Works, the Pomps and | 

Vanities of the World, and to keep God's 
Hoty Will and Commandments, but never 

cometh to witneſs that Eſtate ; it's very griev- 
_ ous to him to make ſtraight Steps to his Feet; 
he enjoys not that precious Promiſe, the Law 
writ in his Heart, and the Fear which keeps 
the Heart clean, in the inward Parts; neither | 
15 the Law of God his Meditation all the Day, 

nor his Delight thereia ; neither are his Words 
to lim ſweeter than Honey, or better than 
Thoufands of Gold and Silver; he cannot fay 
that he doth nothing againſt the Truth; nor 


that he doth always that which pleaſeth God; 
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nor that he follows Chriſt the Captain of Sal- 
vation; neither is he a Member of his Body, 
of his Fleſh, and of his Bones; nor fits in 
Heavenly Places with him, beholding the 
Glory of God, though he will ſometimes talk 
of theſe 1 Things as they are Written in the 


Holy ; 


5 1 
Holy Scriptures; but in his Heart he is a 
Stranger to them; and God's Holy Witneſs 
in his own Conſcience makes him confeſs that 
his Heart is deſperately wicked, that his 
Thoughts and Meditations are defiled, and 
full of Sin: And further, he is fo far from. 


living a Holy Life, and forſaking the Devil 
and all his Works, and keeping God's Holy 


Will and Commandments, that he is begotten 


into ſuch a Belief and Perſwaſion, that it is not 


poſſible to do it, while he breaths in the Air 
of this World, but muſt always be ſinning, 


and doing that which he ought not to do, and 
leaving undone that Which he ought to do; 
always confeſſing, always ſinning, and never 


forſaking; ſo always reaping the Wages of 
Sin, which is Death; and ſo always wanting. 
the Mercy and Forgiveneſz, which he only that 
forſakes the DEVIL and all his WORKS, 
Partaketh of. 5 

In ſhort, this is one of the laſt Leſſons the 


Devil can teach his Children, viz. to perſwade 
them, 


and make them believe, that they 
cannot ceaſe from Sin, but muſt be Commit- 
ters of it, and Servants to it, and that they 
cannot forlake him and all his Works, nor 

keep God's Holy Will and Commandments 
lo long as they live in theſe Houles of Clay; 
ſuch Tuular Chriſtians as thele he hath in 
Chains and Fetters ſtrong enough, nothing 


leſs than the mighty Arm and Power of God - 
is able to break them, and to releaſe thoſe 


3 poor 
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Poor Captives, and to redeem them out of 


this deep Pit of Miſery, wherein is no Water, 
wherein their Souls or inward Man lies as 
among the Pots, foiled with the Smoak and 
Soot of the Bottomleſs Pit. Ob God! haſten, 
and bring Deliverance to theſe poor Bond. ſla we 


ef Sin and Satan, is the Cry of the Souls of 


the Righteous, who have the Mind of their 

Heavenly Father, who deſires not the Death of 
him that dies, but that they ſhould come to the 
| Knowledee of his Truth, and be ſaved, and be 


Partakers with them of the exceeding Riches li 
and Glory that is laid up for all that love bis | 
E Appearance, and is 7 to be reveaP'd | to all | 


chat truly wait for it. 


* 7 — — Y — — — 


XIV. The True Chriſtian's Faith and | 
Experience concerni ng the Motion or | 
Moving of the Spirit of God, and | 
the Spirit of the old ane in the 


Hearts of Men. 


H E True Chriſtian is mk with a View | 
venly Spirit of Diſcerning, by which 
he teeth to the Beginning, before Sin enter'd 


the World, and by it perceiveth how it en- 
tered, and how 1t hath grown and encreaſed, 
and filled the Earth with Violence; and how 


that old ee which at firſt was tain to 
uſe 


0 


— 
N 


23 09255» 


— 
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uſe great Subtilty and Lies, and make great 
Promiſes, before he could prevail againſt Eve, 
is now grown ſo powerful a Prince in his 
Kingdom of Darkneſs in the Hearts of the 
Children of Men, in whom he rules, that he 


no ſooner moves in their Hearts, but they 


follow him; no ſooner commands, but they 2 


obey: He needs not uſe his Subtilty pa 


Cunning to be tray, allure, and perſwade, nor 
make great Promiſes, before he can win to 
his Obedience, many being grown ſuch na- 

* tural Children of him, and ſuch Slaves, in his 
* Kingdom, that now in theſe Days his Com- 
mands are ſufficient to Thouſands and Ten 
'Thoufards z and his very Motions to Evil 
S have gair'd ſuch a powerful Name in th: 


World, even among the Tuular Chrilians, that 
they count them too mighty to be withſtood, 


too powerful to vanquiſh, too ſtrong to war. 
with, overcome and conquer in all his Mo- 


tions, Commands, and Terhptations, while on 


themſelves for nought, having let in that ac- 
curſed Faith that hath ſprung up in the Apo- 


ſtacy from the True Faith, that they * 


never reſiſt all the Motions of the Devil, 


diſobey all his Commands, nor be red: 


from all His Temptations, till the Death of 
their natural Bodies, which is then too late 
for, 4 the Tree wh, 67 it lies, 


Now 


this Side the Grave; hereby People are be- 
come Home- bred Slaves, and have ſold 


£0. 


(76 ] 
Now, the Titular Chriſtian will readily 
acknowledge and confeſs, that the Motions 


of the Devil are ſtrong, powerful, and pre- 1 


ſent wilh him and in him, and that thereby he 
is ſtirred up to Evil: But he doth not believe, 
that the Spirit of God is ſo nigh him, and 
preſent with him, moving in him againſt the 
Motions of the Evil One; nor that there is 
ſufficient Power from God given to him, to 


| preſerve him from obeying the Motions and 


Temptations of the World, Fleſh, and the 
Devil, and to move him to that which is 
(Good, and enable him to do it. Alſo he hath 


noÞF KF in this Gift of God, but rather counts | 


it Deluſion, and the property of a Fanatick, 
to profeſs the Knowledge of the Spirit of 
God moving in them to ſpeak and write good 
Words, and do good Works; this Profeſſors 
and Prophane, Learned and Unlearned, make 
a Mock at, concluding this Operation of the 
Spirit is not in Uſe, nor to be known in theſe 


Days, nor to be expected in theſe latter Ages 


of the World; as if God had left the World 


of Mankind to be guided wholly by the 1 


Motions of the Devil; as if there was no Law 


or Power in the Mind able and ſufficient to | 


war againſt the Law and Power that is in the 
Members, and overcome it: Thus to believe, 


is the Faith of Devils, and not the Faith of 


God's Elect; for, the True Chriſtian in this 
Age, as in former Ages, is a living Witneſs 


8 oft the ae of che Spirit of God to every | 
os 


(97) 
good Word and Work, as the Holy Men 
— Chriſtians in former A ges did, who * TO 
as they were moved by — Holy Ghoſt, and 
as they were led and guided by the Spirit, as 
s teſtified in the Holy Scriptures, though 
made a Mock of in this Day: This Spirit of 
God accompanied the Righteous in all Ages, 
and always moved, led, and guided them into 
the Way of Peace; and as they obeyed it, and 
abode with it, they were preſerved, by it 
therein, though in the midſt of their Enemies: 
This preſerved 7ofeph, when his Brethren, Av 7. 
moved with Envy, fold him into Egypt, and“ 
out of the Temptations he met with there ; 
and the ſame Spirit of Envy that moved his 
Brethren to fell Zojeph, moved Cain to kill 
Abel, and moved Ei to hate his Brother, 
and the Hraelites to envy Moſes and Aaron; 
and the Fewvs to perſecute the Prophets, Chriſt, 
and the Apoſtles: And the Unbelieving 
! Vagabond Fews were moved by this Spirit ARs 1; 
of Envy, to make a Tumult againſt Pay! * 
and Silas, and to aſſault the Houle of 7aſon, 
and to draw him and the Brethren to the 
| Rulers, with falſe Accuſations ; the Spirit of 
Envy is the fame at this Day, and his Motions 
are the fame, and all that obey them, are 
found in the ſame Work. And the Motion 


V f OY. UW..." 8 


7 = of the Holy Spirit are alſo the ſame, and all 
s || that obey them bring forth the Fruits thereof, 
h and they are both maniteſted by their Fruits; 


the one moves to Good, the other to Evil; 
11 3 . the 


1 
1 


[7 1 
the one to Love and Good-will, the other to 
Envy and Hatred; the one to Patience and | 
' Long-ſuffering, the other to Anger, Rage, | 
and Perſecution : The one moves to Meekneſs, 
L 8 and Lowly- mindedneſs; the other | 
to Hardneſs, Roughneſs, Exaltedneſs, and 


| High. mindedneſs: So by the Fruits and Et- 
| fects are the Motions of. the Spirit of God 


known and diſtinguiſhed from the Motions of | 


the Devil, the Prince of Darkneſs. 


And wholoever do or ſhall profeſs to ſpeak | 
or write Words, or | 

Mary whom the old 
Serpent could not move 
nor draw into carnal 


Wickedneſſes, have been 


; captivated with ſpiri- 
inal Wickedneſſes in 


High Places; and have 
been deceived ſo far as 
10 call high Thoughts 
and Imaginations, Mo- 
tions of the Spirit of 
Ged; and theſe have 


been exalted abcve all. 
that is called God, being 


foined do the Son of Per- 


dition, who uſurps the. 
and 


Throne of God, 
 huth been and is Wore 
ſhipped as God, 


and, 


do Works, in and by 


the Motien of the | 
Spirit of God, if they | 
tend not to Good, if | 
they are not accompa- | 
nied with the Fruits of 
the ſame, if they wil! 
not endure the Trial 
of the Spirit of God 


in others, and abide by 


the Teſtimony there- 
of; and alſo agree 
| with the Teſtimonies 
of the Holy Men of 
old; left upon Record 


in the Holy Scrip- 
tures; For, the Spirit 
of the Prophets was 
ſub ect lo the Prophets; 
the Chriſtians 


Were | 


L191. 


were of one Mind: I ſay, except this, their” 
3 Motions to be judged by the Spirit of God, 
and them alſo that obey it, as a Deluſion of 
an exalted Spirit, and as a high Imagination, 
| which muſt be brought down ; and whoever 


glories therein, or boaſts thereof, will fade and 


| wither as a Flower, and fall and corrupt as 


untimely Fi ruit 3 the Month of anc an bath. 


| Jpoken it. 


a a - 


| xv. The True Cheifiian's Faith ad 


Ee ine a Revelation. 


HE Cry in the Word is even among 
many called Cbriſtians, No Revelation 


in theſe Days; Revelation is ceaſed, No ſpiri- 


tual Viſion to be known now, No Sight of God 
now, as Abraham, Moſes, and the . 


and primitive Chriſtians had. 


Now, the Faith, Experience, and Teſti- 


mony of the True Chriſtian is, that Hbere prov. 
there is no Viſion, . no Heavenly Sight, that's the 25. 18. 

 periſhing State: Where there is no Revelatim 
known, there is no True Knowledge of, Ged, 
as is witneſſed by the Holy Scriptures ; None he 45. 
 knoweth the. Father but the Son, and be lo whom 27+ | 


the Son will reveal him. 
Since the Veil came over Man's Heart. 


there was never any other Way in any Age, 


nor 
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dor is there in this Age, to come to the true 
Knowledge of God but by Revelation; by | 
taking off the Veil and removing the Cover- | 
ing, which hides the Face of God from Man; 


t 


K 800 


the outward Veils before Moſes's Face, and in | 
the outward Temple, were a Figure of this | 
Veil, that is ſpread over the Hearts of Men; 
and . rending the Veil of the Temple 
from Top to Bottom, was a Figure of in 


* Revelation and ſpiritual Sight into the Holieſt of Þ the 


all, or the taking away that which ſtood the 
betwixt Man and the True Sight and Know- | thei 
ledge of God.: And there is not, nor never Ey. 
was, ſince the Caufe of the Veil entered, pea 
any Man upon the Face of the Earth, that he 


came or comes to the Knowledge of God by wh 
any other Means: Men have fought out De 


many Inventions, and deviſed many Ways Ev 
and Means to gain the Knowledge of God, ter 


but all in vain; as his Invention, Device and nor 


Knowledge encreaſeth, his Sorrow encreaſeth Re 


alſo; and all he can arrive at, is traditional Iſai 
Knowledge, a hiſtorical Knowledge, a ſtrong fais 
Conceit and Imagination concerning God, | Pa 


which is all nothing worth: When he comes Nga 


to fee and know him by Sight and Revcla-anc 


Job 42. 
7 . 


tion, he will ſay as Job once did, I have hears 
7 thee by the Hearing of the Ear, but now in 
Eve ſeetb thee ;, therefore 1 abhor my ſelf, „ and wit 


eat in Duſt and Aſhes, rel 


And as there is no true Knowledge ot God ſer 


but by Hevelaticu, o there is no pertect Ar 


Knowledy 2 
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| Knowledge of the Son of Perdition, or Mon 2 Ther 
/ Sin, but by Revelation: Iniquity is a My- * 3 * 


ſtery, as well as Godlinefs; and the Devil 
can appear like unto an Angel of Light, and 
get into the Temple of God, and fit there as 


| God, and be worſhipped as God alſo; and 


when he thus appears in the Temple of God, 
cloathed with the Sheep's Cloathing, and 


| in the Form of an Angel of Light, with £2 


the Saints Words in his Mouth, many are 
then beguiled with him, the Veil being over 
their Hearts, and the Scales before their 
Eyes, that they ſee no further then his Ap- 


3 pearance, his Shew and Out- ſide; and hereby | 
he deceives many in the Form of Religion, 


which could not be deceived by him as a 


Devil, nor drawn into his Service in the groſs 


Evils that are in the World : This is the My- 


ſtery of Iniquity, which cannot be diſcerned 


nor diſcovered while the Veil is over, till 


Revelation be known, and the Prophecy of 
Jaiab witneſſed ; I will deſtroy in this Moun- _ 29 
' tain the Face of the Covering, caſt over all © 


People, and the Veil that is ſpread over all 
Nations : This is a bleſſed Promiſe to enjoy, 

and to witneſs fulfilled. | 
Now till it pleaſed God to reveal his Son 
in Paul, he was deceived, and captivated 
with this Myſtery of Iniquity, and in his 
religious Zeal and Ignorance thought he was 
ſerving 
And | in this Eſtate lie all the Titular Chriſtians 
at 


God, when he was ſerving the Devil: 


— 


about Religion, Church, and Worſhip ; and] s 


1821 


at this Day, who are perſecuting the Taue 
Chriſtians, and hating one another, and de- 


ftroying, biting and devouring one another 


this comes to paſs for want of Revelation, 


— 
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tor want of true Knowledge : All the Conten- 
x Quarrellings, and Diviſions 
among all the Sects in Chriſtendom, ariſe, 

for want of being acquainted with Revelation. 
One faith, Lo here is Chriſt ; another, there; 
one ſays, Chriſt is thisz another, that; and 
are of many Minds concerning him now, as 
they were in the Days of his Fleſh, ſome 
fſaying one Thing, and ſome another of him; 
13 as faith Chriſt to Peter and the reft, what /ay} 
"ge? Peter anſer d, thou art Chriſt, the Son 
| of he living God; Chriſt ſaith, bleſſed art thou | 


tions, Envies, 


Peter, for Fleſh and Blood hath not revealed 
this unto thee, but my Father which is in Hea- 


wen: Revelation was the Cauſe of Peter's | 
ſurpaſſing che others in true Knowledge; many | 
that ate and drank with him, and had a Love 


for him, and heard his gracious Words, and 
 faw his mighty Works that he did, yet want- 


ing this Revelation, had only a Knowledge of | 
him after the Fleſh, contended and reaſoned | 
about him; but this Knowledge that was re- 


_ vealed to Peter, they were Strangers to; this 
as the Ground of Contention then, and is the 
dame at this Day, throughout all Chriſtendom. 
But Peter himſelf did not abide in this 
Knowledge, which was revealed to * 3 


| 1831 
al but for want of Warchfulneſs and through Self. 
confidence, Weakneſs and Fear, became veiled 
f agam and loſt: is Knowledge, Sight, and 
A Revelation, and in the Day of | cloſe Triad 
denied that he knew him at all; then began 
to Curſe and ro Swear, ſaying, I knw not the Mat. 
Man. This was a great Change in Peter, who 7% 70: 
in his Zeal and Affection thought, if all for. 


fook him, he ſhould nos; yea, "though he ſhould 


* or were Io die with him, he would not deny vim Pay 
"| likewiſe alſo faid all the Difciples, . 
This may learn all, even thoſe that have had 
5 2 Revelations, Heavenly Sights and Viſions, to be 
p vwatchful, and beware, left Darkneſs overtake 
26d them again, the Veil ſpread over again, theſe. 
wo Things are written for our Learning, and are 
74 ſet forth as an Enſample, ſhewing how far 
Self. confidence, Zeal, and Affections, and a 
* ! Knowledge of Chriſt after the F leſh, can carry 
Men; and how Heavenly Sights, Pon and 
oy I Revolations may be feen and partaken of, be- 
15 fore a thorough Converſion : The Wind bloweth © 
ma where it liſtetb, and many bear ibe Sound thereof, £2 
5 pet knoweth not whence it comes, nor whether it ** 5 
— i goes, ſo is every Man that is born of the Spirit :& 
155 Nov, it's a farther Thing to grow up in it, 
his and to encreaſe with the Basma of God, 
he unto the Stature and Fulneſs of Chriſt; ſuch 
„are not only born, and Children, bur Men; 
nis ſuch cannot be toſſed to and fro with Wind; 
f and till this is attained unto, there is moch 
e 22 8 a 


1 knew 
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1 knew a Man, Na Years ago, al 

: who had Heavenly Sights, and Revelations, || N 
and Raptures into the third Heaven, and fr 
heard and ſaw Things unutterable, raviſned a 
with Delight, overcome with a Joy and Con- - 
| fo 

E 

V 


lation, while his Hand hath been in his out- 
ward Labour; and would with Peter and 
Jobn, have built Tabernacles there, and all | 

before his Converſion, before he was endued ve 
with Power from on High, before the Work ve 
#7 of Regeneration was wrought, and before he it, 
knew from whence it came, or whither it ſt 
went, being as the Lightening coming out of th 
the Eaſt, and ſhining into the Welt; and ſo A 
knew not how nor where to wait to receive it Ze 
again, nor knew a Stay to his Mind, nor a H 
Bridle to his Tongue, nor Strength to endure 47 
Temptations, nor Patience to have its perfect th 
Work; neither was he endued with Wiſdom ap 
and Diſcerning, to diſcover the divers Wiles let 
and Devices ot that old Serpent that betrayed Þ lil 
in Paradiſe, being not humbled and brought | fig 
down to the true Foundation, though the Sced #0 
of the Kingdom was fown, an! received with ON 
much Joy ; but ſpringing up in great Haſte, Þ I 
for want of Depth of Earth, proved like |} O 
Corn upon the Houſe-top, or in ſtony Ground, m 
ſoon withered again. dit 
So, let none be lifted up above Meaſure, SC 
. becauſe of Revelations, Heavenly Sights, and thi 
' Viſions; let none reſt in Zeal and Affections; th 
5 let none deck themſelves with God's ne H 


£85) 
Py play the Harlot with them, nor y up 
Manna for To- morrow; but wait upon him 
trom whence the daily Bread comes, and 
abide low in the ROOT, from whence all = 
Heavenly Bleſſings, Gifts, and Graces ſpring 3 
| ſo a growing up in him, which was from 
Everlaſting, before Evil ſprung up, before the 
Veil was ſpread over, when all was good, yea, 
very good, will be witneſſed. This is the con- 
verted Eſtate, which thoſe that are come unto 
it, not only ſtand themſelves, but are able to 
ſtrengthen their Brethren, who are begotten by 
the ſame Father, and born of the fame Mother : 
And this Counſel Chriſt gave unto Peter, that 
zealous affectionate Diſciple, after he had had 
Heavenly Sights and Revelations, When thou 
art Converted, ſtrengthen thy Brethren, Let 
this be minded by all to whom the Lord hath 
ared, and given Diſcoveries of himſelf, 
I e they take up their Reſt by the Way, and 
lie Peter and Jobn at the Sight of the Tranſ- 
figuration of Chriſt, ſay, Maſter, it is good 
F for us to be here; let us build three Tabernacles, 
one for Thee, one for Moſes, one for Elias: 
This they ſpake in Ignorance, while the Cloud 
cover. ſhadowed them, while they ſaw his Rai- 
ment ſhining exceeding white, as Snow ; but 
did not ſee him nor hear him as the beloved 
re, | Son of God, nor underſtand the Viſion ; 
n4 therefore the Voice out of the Cloud faith to 
8; them, This is my beloved Son, hear him, Mx 
Is, . may — as well as Depths; 9 7 


nd! 1 therefore 


all, Watch and pray, left ye enter into 7 empt- 
ation. In hearing and obeying the beloved 

. Son, there” s Peace, Bleſſings, and Safety; but 
in hearing and obeying the Serpent, Tribula- 
tion, Anguiſh, and Sorrow, and great Danger, 
which all that wait and watch in that true 
Light, wherewich they are ee ee age | 
the 9 and e the other. ARES 


126) 


therefore what Chriſt ſaith to one, he faith to 


8 a 1 1 
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xvI Th Tre Chriftian's Faith Pep 


Experience concerning the Goſ ſpel or 
Glad ee of Salvation. | 


P H E True Cbriſian believes the Goſpel 


or Glad Tidings of Life, Liberty, and 


Salvation; and at the hearing the joyful | 
Sound thereof he is glad; and he rejoiceth 


to ſee the Angel fly through the Midſt of 


Kor, 14. Heaven, having the everlaſting Goſpel to preach | 


again to them that dwell on the Earth, and 
to every Nation, Kindred, Tongue, and People, 
ſaying with a loud Voice, Fear God, and Cive 


Glory to him, for the Hour of bis Judgment is 
come, and worſhip bim that made Heaven and 


Earth, the Sea, and Fountains of Water, And 
the True Chriſtian hath not only heard, but 


| 20 Tim, . obeyed this Goſpel ; and he knoweth Life and 


Immortality en to Light thereby ; : and 
1 :- ae I 
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the Light of this glorious Goſpel ſhines in his 


Heart, and he hath repented or turned to the 
Light thereof, received and believed this 
Goſpel, which is the Power of God unto Salva- gal. 
tion, which was preached unto Abrabam, and &. 


under Heaven; of this Goſpel, Paul was a 
Miniſter ; And the True Chriſtian is come to 


the Myſtery of the Fellowſhip of the Goſpel, 


which ſtands not in Word, but Power, and 


is not of Man, nor hy Man, but of God : and 


judgeth the Secrets of all Men; he is come 
to the Knowledge of the Myſtery of the Goſpel, 
and through it hath received Lite, Liberty, 
and Salvation; his Feet are ſhod with the 
Preparation ef the GOSPEL of Peace, and 
his Converſation is as becomes the Goſpel ; and 
he adorns the Goſpel of his Lord and Saviour; 
and in this abiding he enjoys the Privileges of 
the Goſpel, and mherits the precious Promiſes 


made of F old, and enjoys that which was pro- 


pheſied of by that Evangelical or Goſpel Pro- 


1 Jaiah, when he ſaw and ſpoke of: the: 1:5. - 


Univerſal Love of God to be enjoyed in the 
Goſpel Days, in making a Feaſt unto all Peo- 


ple: In this Mountain ſhall the Lord of Hoſt 1% 4" 


make unto all People a Feaſt of fat 7 bings, © 
a Feaſt of Wine on the Lees, of fat Things 


full of Marrow, of Wine on the Lees well 


refined ; and be will deſtroy in this Mountain 
the Face of the RY ages is caſt over all 
. and the Veil ibat is pre over all 

14 = Nations ; 


| was and is now preached in every Creature 20 


- vation, 
phecy, which the True Chriſtian is come and 


... 1/88; 
Nations; be will ſwallow up Death i in Victory; 
the Lord will wipe away Tears from all Faces, 

and the Rebuke of his People will he take away 
from off all the Earth, the Lord God hath ſpoken 
il: Aud it ſball be ſaid in that Day, Lo this is 
our God, we have wailed for him, and he will 


Jave us; this is the Lord, we have waited for 


him, and we will be glad, and rejoice in his Sal- 
A bleſſed Sight and Heavenly Pro- 


coming to the full Enjoyment and fulfilling 
of; Glory to God for ever. 


And the Anti. -type of the Year of Jubilee is 


now enjoyed, the Sabbath of Reſt is entered 


into; and the holy Mountain in which is no 
Deſtroyer, is now dwelling in; and the Light 
of God's Countenance is lifted up, which 


makes the True Chriſtian's Heart more glad, 
than the Joy that comes with the Encreaſe of 
Corn, Wine and Oil: Many Prophets and 


| Righteous Men ſaw that afar off which he now 


poſſeſſeth; ſo that he can truly ſay, Goſpel 


4 Times are glorious Times, the Privileges of 


the Goſpel are glorious Privileges; Chriſt 
reigning and ruling in his Heart, leading 
Captivity Captive, and giving Victory over 
Death, Hell, and the Grave, wiping away all 
Tears, and taking away the Reproach, being 
Sin, which is a Reproach to any People, 
and giving Power to war with ſpiritual Wick- 
edneſſes in high Places, and to bring down 
cvery 9 5 Ti bought and Imagination into the 


Obedience | 


1 1 


us 
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Obedience of Chriſt ; this r have all the 
Saints who receive the Goſpel of Peace und 
Salvation, and arrive at the Rar of the big 
Calling of God. in Chriſt ew” 1 h 


' The Mila: Chrifian: faith, be baten 
in the Goſpel, and talks of Life, Liberty and 
Salvation by it; he ſaith, he hath heard the 


Sound of the Goſpel, and that he obeys the 


Goſpel ; but how doth he ſhew forth the 


Truth hereof? Let him examine himſelf doth 


he know the Light of the glorious Goſoel to 
ſhine in his Heart, whereby the Myfery. of it 
is revealed unto him? Hath he repented or 
turned to the Light, and believed the Goſpel ? 
Doth he know it to be the Power of God unto 


Salvation; And is he ſaved by it, as Abrabamt + 
was, when preached unto him, and as the 
Primitive Chriſtians were, when they received 


it? Doth he know Life and Immortality' 


| brought to Light through the Goſpel? Hath 


he — the Goſpel? And is his Feet ſhod 
with the Preparation of it? And doth he 
adorn the Goſpel with a Holy Lite and Con- 
verſation ? No, the Titular Chriſtian knows no 
ſuch Goſpel, nor the Light of it to ſhine in his 
Heart, nor the Myſtery of it to be revealed 
in him; for he hates the Light, and denies - 

Revelation, and faith it is ceaſed, and that 
there is no Revelation to be expected in theſe 

Days, nor no Poſſibility to live a Holy Lite, 


as becometh the Goſpel ; nor no inderiting . 


1 ” | F | 


Heart, nor Tears wi 
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precious Promiſes, nor enjoying the glorious 
Things propheſied of, while on this Side the 
Grave; no having the Veil taken off the 


iped away, nor the Cauſe 
of them removed; nor Death ſwallowed up 
in Victory, while he remains in the Body; 


nor that the Anti- type of the Year of Jubilee, 
Vhich is perfect Liberty and Redemption, can 


be witneſſed and enjoyed, by believing in the 


Goſpel; nor that the Mountain of the Lord's 
Houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed upon the Top of all 
Mountains, or that any can dwell in that where 
no Deſtroyer is; nor that the Sabbath or Reſt 
wherein he ſhall not ſpeak his own Words, 
nor think his own Thoughts, nor bear any 


Burden, can be entered into, or dwelling. in, 


<a while on this Side the Grave: The Titular 


Chriſtian hath no Faith in any of theſe Things; 


therefore his Faith is feigned, and the Object 
of it is imaginary, and is indeed that which 
may be called another Goſpel, which he that 
bringeth is accurſed, and is not of God, but 
of Man. 3 
8 Tilular Cbriſtian can hs a Profeſſor of 

| this Goſpel, and a Hearer of it, and yet never- 
come to be quickned unto Life; nor never 
receive Remiſſion of Sin, nor. Inheritance 
among them that are ſanctified; nor never 
come to enjoy the Privileges of the Goſpel, 
| ſignified and ſhewed forth by divers Types, 


Figures and Shadows under the Law, and 


cen and i propheticd of * the Holy age = 
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yet can talk of all theſe Things, even while 


in Death, will talk of the Fame of Wiſdom, 
and the glorious Things her Children formerly 
enjoyed, while he himſelf is poor, blind, and 


miſerable, and wants the P. eſſion and Expe- | 


rimental Enjoyment thereof. 


And indeed, the Myſtery of Iniquity hath 


. ſo far revailed, and the Darkneſs is grown 


ſo thick, by Reaſon of the Smoak that aſcends: 
out of the Bottomleſs Pit, in this Night of 
Apoſtacy, which hath ſpread over this Part of 
the World, called Chriftendom, ſince the 
Apoſtles Days, that the Titular Chriſtian, who 


hates the Light and dwells in this Darkneſs, 


will not endure the preaching any other Doc- 


trine, than ſuch an one, which will admit of 
living under the Bondage, Service, and Slavery 
of the Devil Term of Life, this is he that 


cannot endure ſound Doctrine. 


Now the Sound of this Doctrine, which: 


Chriſtendom too much rings of, is, No pore 


Victory over Sin; no Overcoming the Devil; 
no withſtanding him in all his Temptations ; 
no abſtaining from every Appearance of Evil; 


4h 


no perfecting Holineſs in the Fear of God; no 
ceaſing from committing of Sin; no diſpoſ- 


ſeſſing the ſtrong Man, and ſpoling all his 
ner, ; no ſweeping the Houſe, and garniſh- 

ing it with Heavenly Goods; ro pulling 
down the ſtrong Holds of Sin and Satan; no 


| bringing every. Thought and Imagination into 
| te. Obedience of Chriſt ; ; no putting off the 


old 


921 

old Man with his Deeds, nor putting on the 
new, nor bearing the Heavenly Image, nor 
any ſuch Regeneration or New Birth to be 

known, which committeth not Sin 3 na repair- 

ing the Breach which our firſt Parents made: 


no finding again that which is leſt; no Re- | 


ſtoration into Innocency, and a ſinleſs State 


again, while Men dwell in theſe earthly Taber- 


nacles; none of theſe Things can be effected, 

faith the Sound of FR Goſpel, or the Preach- 
ers of it in all Sects. 

Oh! how greatly i is it to be largenoed, not 
only to fee and behold the Garden and Vine- 


yard of the Lord become ſo great a Wilder- 


neſs, and ſo overgrown with Briars and Thorns, 
Thiſtles and noiſome Weeds, where many 


' venomous and hurttul Things are nouriſned; 
but alſo to ſee thoſe who count themſelves La- 


bourers in the Vineyard, and Dreſſers of the 
Garden, ſit down and conclude, that it can 
never be dreſſed, nor the Vineyard purged 


from all that doth offend the tender Grapes, 
and that the wild Boar and the little Foxes 
can never be driven cut, nor thoſe Plants 
which the Heavenly Father never planted 


be pulled up, nor that this Wilderneſs can ever 


become a fruitful Field, nor like Eden again: 


And that there are ſo many Believers of theſe 
{orrowful Tidings and miſerable Meflengers 


and Miniſters of Satan, evil unbelieving Spies, 


who diſcourage and Ferne the People they 


can 
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can never inherit the good Land, nor over- 


come their Enemies, 


On thou God of Heaven! appear more 


and more, and diſperſe and remove this Un- 
belief and groſs Darkneſs, and ſtop the aſcend- 


ing of- this Smoak, which ariſeth out of the 
bottomleſs Pit and darkens the Air, and ga- 


| cher thy ſcattered People from under thoſe 


Idol Shepherds and falſe Vine Dreſſers, blind 
Guides and miſerable Comforters ; thou haſt. 
thered a Remnant from under them, and 


made their Folly manifeſt, and to them their 


Doctrine is accurſed; do ſo for Thouſands and 


Ten Thoufands, which yet know thee not, 


is the Breathing of the Soul of the Righteous; 
and remove this monſtrous Faith out of the 
Hearts of all Men, which holds up the Devil's 
Kingdom there TERM OF LIFE: 
And let thy POWER be known and 
magnified over all, who art God, bleſſed _ 
for ever. | 555 
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XVII. The True Chriſtian's Faith and | 
Experience concerning Grace, Living Þ 
under, and Growing up in it from one | 
Degree unto another; and of the Pol. 
 fibility of F alling away. 1 


TY E row came 1e but Grace . 
Truth by Feſus LN Grace 1s the tree 
Gift of God for the Salvation of all, and hath 
appeared unto all Men; but all Men did not, 
hor do receive it, ſo know not the Teachi 
and Virtue of it, nor is Sufficiency and Power 
to fave, being known to none but ſuch as do 
| receive it: And all that da receive this Grace, 
Tie. a. are taught by it to deny Ungodlineſi aud worldly 
WM | Luſts; and to live ſoberly, right eouſly,. and 
godly in this preſent World : Thus.i it taught the 
True Chriſtian in former Ages, and teacheth 

the ſame now, and all that are ſo taught by 

it, are not under the Law, but under Grace; 
for, Grace doth not deſtroy the Law, but 
fulfils it, and leads thoſe that are under it to 
the Enjoyment of the Subſtance of thoſe Hea- 
venly Things it ſhadowed forth, and which 


teacheth more Spiritual and Evangelical 


Léeſſons chan _ did, 0 whom the Law 
5 came. 


And. 


the Prophets propheſied of. And further, it 


5 19] 3 
And the True Chriſtian not only receives 
this Grace, but grows in it from one Degree 


unto another, and witneſſeth a being ſaved by 


it, and à being juſtified by it, having Expe- 
rience of its Sufficiency when the N doth 
aſſault, and Trials and Temptations attend; 
even as Paul the aged, when in Danger, and 
beſought the Lord, the Anſwer was, My 2 cor. 
Grace is ſufficient for thee ; The Chriſtians are 
Witneſſes this Day of the ſame. And Paul 
4 could ſay, By the Grace of God I am what I SS | 
C | am. That was an high and Heavenly State, 
h to be no otherwiſe than Grace made him; Self, 
t, Sin and Satan are here excluded, and all Boaſt- 
Jing and Glory ing in the Fleſh is laid aſide, and 
I I} the free Gift and Grace of God exalted over 
o all: This is a ſtanding by Grace, and a livin 


„ under it, being ſav'd by it from tranſgr eſſing Rom. s | 
W the Law, which is holy, juſt, and good: 20, 21. 
Here Grace reigneth through Righteouſneſs 
We | unto Eternal Lite, even where Sin reigned 
th. once unto Death, and abounded, here Grace 
Y is known to abound much more. 
3 This was not only profeſſed and talked of by 
the True Chriſtians in former Ages, nor is not >> 
to now in this Age, but really felt, known and 
a- witneſſed in them, by the effectual Work and 
| Operation of it; they did not, nor do profeſs 
J aliving under Grace while they do and commit 
al that which the Law is over, and which the 1 
Law was added becauſe of, viz, Sin. He D 
I that is alive to Sin, the Law hath Power over 


c OL CF 
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inn 5 and he is indeed under the Law, not · ſo 
withſtanding he may profeſs a being under ¶ an 
Grace, and living in Je! 
Read and Under- Goſpel Times; for anc 
Hand. Pau Parallel holds | 
good, A Woman i, Tit 
Rom, 7. bound by tbe Law to ber. Huſband, fo long as be tot 
 liveth; but when dead, ſhe is looſed from Pe 
ws Law of her Huſband. So the Law hath kn 
Dominion over a Man, ſo long as he liveth, tha 
in that Life and Nature which tranſgreſſeth it, | of 
let him ER what he will: And none are ma 
fitted -h prepared to be married to another, rat 
even to him who is raiſed from the Dead, till ir, 
they are become dead unto the Law, and ſo ty, 
delivered from it, that being dead wherein or an 
whereby they were held, viz. Sin. For ſaith fat 
he, When we were in the Fleſh, the Motions of the 
Sin, which were by the Law, did work in our nel 
Members, to bring forth Fruit unto Death ; but Ar 
now we are delivered from the Law, that being the 
dead wherein we were held, that we ſhould jerve tio 
in Newneſs of Spirit, and not in the Oldneſs of | po 
_ the Leiter: Here the True Chriſtian knows the Ve 
Righteouſneſs of the Law fulfilled in him, who Þ the 
wWalketh not after the Fleſh, nor the Motions ] Hz 
of it, but after the Spirit, and. the Motions pat 
thereof; ſo that his Words are ſeaſoned with ken 
Grace, and walks to the Praiſe and Glory of Þ cru 
his Grace: And as he here abides, he witneſ. ane 
ſeth a being delivered from under the Law, Ble 
and knows il che Occaſion of it taken away, and II. 
r 


1.97 
t. ſo truly lives under Grace, and grows in it, 
and inthe Knowledge of his Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt; to whom be ny both now 
and for ever, 
But now, notwithſtanding the Cry of ſome 
Titular Chriſtians is, No falling from Grace 
totally, yet there is a Poſſibility that after 
People have received the Graco of God, and 
known the Virtue and Operation of it alſo, 
that they may fall from it, and of Children 
of Grace, become Children of Wrath; they 
may turn the Grace of God into Wantonneſs, or 
rather, turn from it after they have received 
it, into Wantonneſs, they may uſe their Liber- 
ty, which by Grace they are come unto, as 
an Occaſion to the Fleſh, and ſo not ſtand. 
faſt in that Liberiy wherewith Chriſt had made 
them free: And they may fall from Stedtaſt- 
| nels, after by Grace they have attained unto it. 
And after People have clean eſcaped from 
them which live in Error, and from the Pollu- 
tions of the World, they may err, and be 
polluted again, and turn like the Dog to his 
Vomit, and like the Sow that was waſhed to 
the Wallowing in the Mire; and an Evil _ 
Heart of Unbelief and Diſobedience, in de- 
parting from the Living God, after they have 
known him, may get in; and People may 
crucity to themſelves the Son of God afreſh, 
and put him to open Shame, and trample the 
Blood of the Covenant, with which once their 
Hearts were e ſprinkled, under Foot again z 
XR ang 


F 
and do Deſpight unto the Spirit of Grace, and 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God; and finally, 
they may make Shipwrack of Faith and a 
good Conſcience, Theſe Things may all be 
done, or elſe, in vain are the divers Exhorta- 


tangled, decerved, nor fall into Templations 
vail, Care, and Exerciſe of the Apoſtles, 
Teachers, and Elders among the Churches, 
after they were gathered out of the World, 
if there had been no Danger of their falling 
This Titular Chriſtian's Opinion of no total 
falling from Grace, is contrary to the 
Current of the whole Scriptures : And Paul's 
| a.& 10. Heavenly Gift, and Powers of the World to come, 


Knowledge of the Truth, that it is impoſſible to 


nation, which ſhall devour the Adverſaries; 


who incur a ſorer Puniſhment than thoſe that 


| deſpiled Miſevs Law,who died without Mercy 


tions recorded in the Holy Scriptures to the 
primitive Chriſtians, To ſtand faſt, abide, and | 


again: And in vain was all the Labour, Tra- 


and had received the manifold Graces of God 
to confirm them and eſtabliſn them in the ſame, 


from it, and corrupting themſelves again. 


— ITE 


Teſtimony 1s, that ſuch, that ſo fall away, 5, 
| nes, Who were once enlightened, and taſted of the | 


| * if ſuch ſin wilfully, after they have received the = 
| renew them again to Repentance, and that there | 


remains no more Sacrifice for Sins, but a certain 
fearful looking for of Judgment and fiery Indig- 


EC oo oa ob ob. a 


| under 4Wwo or three Hineſſes: There is a 
** ) ſorer 
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ſorer Puniſhment than outward Death, which 
the outward Law inflicted upon the Trani- 
greſſors of it; and thoſe that have known 
the Law of him that is greater than Moſes, 
which is the Law of the Spirit of Life, and 
have been Subjects of it, and fallen and apo- 
ſtatized from it, ſhall partake of this ſorer 
| Puniſhment. And as none knoweth the Joy 
and Conſolation of thoſe that have the Law ot 


the Spirit of Lite, and obey, and abide in it; 


or the White Stone, wherein the New Name 
is written, which none knoweth but he that 
hath it; fo none knoweth the ſorer Puniſh- 
ment, the fiery Indignation, kindled by the 


Breath of thei Lord, nor feels the Gnawing ot 
the Worm which never dies, which attends 
the Tranſgreſſors, and wilful Sinners againſt 


this Law of the Spirit of Life, but he that 
| hathit, and receives it as a juſt Recompence ot 
! Reward of his Diſobedience, Rebellion, and 
Apoſtacy. 
And the Titular Chriſtian, Who talks of 
living under Grace, and not under the Law; 

and of being married to Chriſt, before he 
hath known in ſome Degree the Law as a 

| School-maſter to bring him to Chriſt, is be- 
come dead to that which the Law hath Power 
over, before he comes to know the Righteouſ- 

| neſs of the Law fulfilled in him by the Spirit 
of Grace, and Righteouſneſs which exceeds 


the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees ; 


. Grace to . 8 Righteouſneſs 


unto | 


11001 


unto Eternal Life, even where Sin hath Wei 


unto Death, before he is taught by Grace to 
deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and to 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly; ceaſeth 
from Sin, and knoweth the Body of it de- 


ſtroyed, and become dead, and Deliverance 


from the dead Body: I ay, before this, his 
Talk and Profeſſion of living under Grace, is 
vain, he remaining alive in that for which the 
Law was added, viz, Sin. 
Keaſon to prove a Perſon under Grace, which 


Paul mentioneth, is, For, Sin ſhall not have 
Dominion over you; for, or becauſe, you are 
not under the Law, but under Grace: 
 committeth Sin is the Servant of it, and Sin hath 
Dominion over him, let the Tuular Chriſtian 


He that 


proteſs what he will. 


XVIII. 


In ward Miracles. 


. Miracles and Wonders ho were | 
outwardly wrought by the Power of 


; God, before the Law, under the Law, ſince 


the Law, by the Hand of Moſes and Aaron, 


the Prophets, Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, were 


in themſelves Signs, generally ſhewed before 
_ W, Hard-hearted, Adulterous, ward 
: toward 


For the main 


The True Chriſtian's Faith and 
Experience concerning Outward and 
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W 
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| much as touch the Mount on which God 5 50. 


1 


toward Generations ; and we read not of very 


many in the Holy Scriptures, that were con- 
verted by the Working of Outward Miracles; 
Pharaoh and the Egyptians were hardened ; the 
Vraelites themſelves, after they had ſeen and 
partook of wonderful Deliverances and mighty 
Miracles wrought before their Face, as, he 


going through the Sea on dry Land, and their 


Enemies deſtroyed in the ſame, the Pillar of 


| Cloud by Day, and the Pillar of Fire by Night, 
the Manna and Quails from es, ; the Water 


out of a Rock, and alſo drunk of the Spiritual 
Rock which followed them; yet an unbelieving, 


ignorant, diſobedient, rebellious, murmur- 


ing Heart got up in them, fo that they diſ- 


cerned not the Power by which they were 

| wrought, nor the End wherefore, being igno- 
rant of both; neither did they truly regard 
the Inſtruments by whom they were wrought, 


their Wills and Luſts remained ſtrong, their 


| Hearts foul and groſs, their Ears dull of 


Hearing, and their Eyes ſo weak, and their 


Underſtandings ſo darkened, mat they could 


not look upon, nor behold the Glory of thar 


Miniſtration, though it was but of Angels; 


nor abide and endure the Voice of God = 
giving forth the Law, tor the Condemnation. | 
ot the Tranſgreſſor, which was glorious in its. 
Time, fo that they could not behold the 
Glory of Moſes*s Face without Fear, nor ſo rod: 


& 19... 


app: ared; Nest the Prieſts, unleſs lanctificd, 44. 10 
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or made Holy, were not to come nigh the 


N 


Lord: This was the State of the Vaeliles, 


notwithſtanding they were Eye-witneſles of the 


Mighty Wonders and Miracles viſibly 4 755 1 


before their natural Senſes; yet through 
belief, Diſobedience, Murmuring and Reel. 


lion, they periſhed, and their Carcaſes fell in 


the Wilderneſs, and entered not into the Pro- 


miſed Land. Let the Reader conſider thoſe 
Things. 


divers viſible Miracles before the Hard- | 


And when Chriſt Jeſus, the Great Prophet, 


came, of whom Moſes propheſied, and wrought 


| hearted Jes, who profeſſed themſelves the 
Diſciples of Moſes ; we do not find, nor read, 


that many of thoſe that /aw them wrought 


With their natura! Eyes; and that drank of 
' that Miraculous Wine, made of Water; and 


5 


that eat of the Five Loaves and Two Fiſhes, that 
fed Five Thouſand, and Twelve Baſkets of 
Fragments to ſpare, were converted; nor ſo 


much as became his Diſciples or Followers, | 
except for Loaves, or ſome Selfiſh Ends; and 
ſome among whom he wrought mighty Mira- 
cles, deſired him to depart their Coaſts : 


And 


| from the Chief Prieſts and Leaders he met 


with this Judgment, That he was a Deceiver, 
a Samaritan, and had a Devil, and ca 


ft out 
Devils by Beelzebub, the Prince of the Devils; 
ſo that his raiſing the. Dead, healing 


the 
Sick, Poſſeſſed and Diſeaſed, though Mighty 

| Works in themſelves, and wrought by the 
= Power : 
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1 Power of his Father in him ; yet they were 
not ſuch great Works, nor the Effects of ſuch 


great Extent, but that thoſe that did believe in 


Appearance in them would do greater, according 


him ſhould do greater, or he in his Spiritual 


to this Say ing, V. erily, verily, 2 ſay unto you, John 


He that believeth in me, the Works that I do, be 13 


14. bs” 


ſhall do alſo, and greater than theſe ſhall be - "th 
| becauſe I go tomy Father: And whatſoever ye aſe 
in my Name, that will I do, This Saying and 
Promiſe was and is fulfilled, fulfilling, and to 


be fulfilled : And every True Chriſtian is a 
Witneſs of the Power that is received by be- 


| lieving in Chriſt, and knoweth and experi- 
enceth greater Works, wrought by the Power 
and Spiritual Appearance of Chriſt within, 
than all the Outward Miracles he wrought 


before the Carnal Eyes of Carnal, Profeſſors 


and Unbelievers in the Days of his Fleſh. But 
| this the Titular Chriſtian cannot receive, know- 
ing nothing thereof: In order therefore to 


convince him of the Truth of the lame, the 


True Chriſtian ſpeaks further, as follows: 
Firſt, he ſaith, That once he was dead in 


Treſpaſſes and Sins, and ſo dead, that though 


he was loaded therewith, yet he felt not the 


Weight and Burthen thereof, and not only fo, 
but he had all the Properties of a dead Man 
ſpiritually ; his Eye was ſo blind, that he 
could not ſee the exceeding Sinfulneſs of Sin; 
his Ear was ſo deaf, that he could not hear. 
the Voher of God, though he olten called him 
out 
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out of it; his Feet were ſo lame, that he could 
not walk one 


Step in the Way of God; and 
he was ſo bowed down, that he could not Rand 
upright, his bloody Iſſue could not be ſtopped, 

nor his Wounds healed, his Sores ran in the 


Night, and his Soul refuſed Comfort, he was 

caſt out into the open Field to the loathing of 

his Perſon, and the Levite and the Prieſt 1 

2 by and miniſtred no Help; he faw no 
ye to pity, nor no Hand to fave, nor no 

Phyſician of Value could he meet with; all | 
told him he could never be cured, healed, 
and made a ſound living Man again white he 

| lived upon the Earth; and to encreaſe his 

Miſery, he was perſwaded to believe the ſame, 

which Belief is one of the ſtrongeſt Links of 
the Chains of Darkneſs ; in ſhort, Words can- 


not expreſs the fad and lamentable Eſtate of 
Mankind in the Fall, which the True Chriſtian 


once lay in, even bound in Chains of Dark- | 

| neſs, under the Slavery and Bondage of Sin 
and Satan, captivated in a ſtrange Land, out 
of which nothing leſs than the mighty, terri- 
ble, and glorious Power of God, by and through 
his Son "Chriſt Jefus, is able N to 
redeem, ſave and deliver. 


Therefore in the l Place, the True 


| Chriſtian's Teſtimony is as followeth: To the 
| Praiſe and Glory of the Power of God in his 
_ glorious Appearance and Heavenly Revelation, 


through the Son of his Love in this latter Day, 


wherein his exceeding Kindneſs and Power is 
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manifeſted, as in Ages 
Generation of old; and his faithful Promiſes 
fulfilled; and the Hour is come, wherein the John > 


paſt, and as in the 


Dead hear the Voice of God, and the Graves?“ 


in the Valley coming 
together, and knitting 
Boneto Bone, and Joint 


to Joint, and Sinew 
to Sinew, and Fleſh 


grows upon the ſame, 


and the Breath of Life 
and a 


is received, 


open, and they that are therein come forth, 
and a mighty Sound is 
heard of the dry Bones 


People dead in Sins 7 
and Treſpaſſes, dege- 


nerated and eſtranged 


from the Life of God, 


are as theſe dry Bones, 
and are to be Witneſſes 


of the ſame Power to . 
_ reſtore them to Form . 


and Life. 


* this was ſeen pt” 


ſtanding up is known 

of an exceeding great Army: which ſhall yet 
encreaſe more and more, and inherit and 
poſſeſs the Anii-type of the promiſed Land; 


and now enjoyed by the True Chriſtian ; read 


1 Chap. 36. to Verſe 14. and the Lord give thee 


Underſtanding: Now to witneſs theſe Things 
effected by the Spirit and Power of the Lord, 
is more than to ſee a dead Body outwardly 


raiſed to Life; and to have the Eye of the 


Mind opened, and the Ear of the Spiritual Man 
unſtopped, and the Tongue unlooſed, that can 
praiſe the Lord, and the Lame to leap as an 
art, and to run the Ways of God's Com- 
mandments with Delight, without ſtumbling, 


Wearineſs, or . 1 ay, theſe Things 


being 


propheſied of by Ezekiel, — 85 
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being wrought by the Power of God in the 
inward Man, are greater Miracles than the ti 


opening of a blind Eye, or unſtopping of a} 
deaf Ear, or unlooſing the Tongue of the C 
Dumb, or curing the Lame outwardly. Þþ} 

And to be cleanſed from the Leprous Diſ- 
eaſe of Sin, to know the bloody Iſſue thereof 


ſtopped, and to have the Heart ſprinkled trom 


an Evil Conſcience, the Body waſhed with pure 
Water, and the Heart and Mind cleanſed 
from all that would defile, by the precious 
Blood of Chriſt manifeſt and known within; 
Where the Defilements are, are greater Mira-| 
| i cles, though the fame in Nature, than that 


which cured the Leproſy and bloody Iſſue 


outwardly ; and the cleanſing of the Mind, 
Heart, and Conſcience, and healing the inward 
Man of all its Diſeaſes, is more wonderful 
than the healing all outward Diſeaſes whatſo- 


No the working of outward Miractes are 


1 not of abſolute Neceſſity in the Church of 
Chriſt, neither doth the Gift thereof always | 
attend the Church; and we read of no out- 


ward Miracles wrought by divers primitive 


Apoſtles, Miniſters and Teachers, Elders and 
Fathers in the Church: But theſe greater 


Works and Miracles which Chriſt promisd 


thoſe that believed in him ſhould do, they were | 
all Witneſſes of in a Meaſure, bei 


lute Neceflity to be known wrought by Chrift, | 
| the Power of God, in every True Cbriſtian | 


now, 


og of abſo- 
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now, as then; without which, no Reſurrec- 
tion to Life, nor Entrance into the Way of 
Salvation is attained unto, let the 
| Chriſtian ON 
And I ſtill well remember, when I was a 
| Titular Chriſtian, and a Hearer and Diſciple 
of that Generation, which now calls ur 
| True Chriſtian for Signs and Miracles, which 


e Titalar | 


profeſs what he will. 


the 


no Impoſtor, or Falſe Chriſtian can give; they 
uſed then to acknowledge and preach for Doc- 
trine, That the Converſion of one Soul to God, 


| was a greater Work than the Creation of the 


World ; and the main Reaſon they gave, was, 

That in the Work of the outward Creation nothing 
did reſiſt and oppoſe, God ſaid, Let it be, and 
it was ſo : But now in the new Creation and 

Work of Regeneration, God meets with much 
Oppoſition : He ſpeaks and calls once and 
again, and Man regards it not; he ſtretcheth 


| out his Hand all the Day long, and the Rebel- 


lious regards it not; he ſtands at the Door and 
knocks, but his Enemy 1s gotten into the Houſe, 


and the Door is ſhut againſt him, yet he waits 


to ſhew himſclt gracious, according to the 
Phraſe in Scripture, 7 bis Head is wet with 


| the Dew, and his Locks with the Drops of the 


Nigh! ; and he woeth and beſeeches with 
Bowels of Compaſſion all Mankind by his 


| Univerſal Love and Light, and Holy Spirit, 
to be reconciled unto him, and to turn or 


be converted unto him, that he may heal them, 
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reſtore and redeem them out of the Degeners o 


tion which they are run into through Sin, into 


Things 1 in him and for him. 
So theſe Things above conſidered, which 


are according to the Phraſe and Language of 
the Holy Scriptures, it may evidently appear 
that the Work of the new Creation, ing 
accompanied with ſo much Oppoſition, is 
greater than the Work of the old: In this the ; 


Titular Chriſtian, as in many other Things, 


talks a Truth with his Tongue, but is not a 


living Witneſs and Experiencer of the ſame in 


=] his Heart; therefore when the True Chriſtian 


tells him what the Lord hath done for his 


Soul, and the mighty Works and Wonders 
that he hath wrought in him, and for him; Þ. 
bo he hath raiſed him from Death to Life, 
from Sin to Righteouſneſs, and tranſlated him 
from Darkneſs to Light, from the Kingdom 


of Satan to the Kingdom of his dear Son; 
and how he hath made him whole every whit, 


even upon the Sabbath Day, and that he now 
firs in Heavenly Places with him, cloathed, 
and in his right Mind; and that he hath received 
1 800d Underſtanding ro know him that is! 


true. 


ate and pure Enjoyment of 
himſelf, which was before Sin entered, or] 
the Forbidden Fruit was eaten, or Evil was a 1 
the World; but Mankind flights this great 
Love, and reſiſts and deſpiſeth this Light and 
Holy Spirit, which would work all theſe 


true, and is in him that is true: And that be 


bath the Witneſs of God's Spirit bearing Witneſs 


| with bis Spirit, that be is a Child of God, and 


4 Poſſeſſor of theſe Things; which Things no 


1 Impeſtor, Deceiver, nor Tilular Chriſtian can 


have and poſſeſs, while ſo: I ſay, when theſe 
Things are told, and borne Witneſs of in the 
Ears of the Titular Chriſtian, he flights, and 

diſregards, and will not believe the lame ; but 
counts it Deluſion, and fanatick Dreams, and 
Fancies, ariſing from ſpiritual Pride, High- 
mindedneſs and vain Conceit, and ſo deſpiſeth 


his Teſtimony, and the Works that bear Wit- | 
| neſs thereof, even as the Jews did of old 


judge and condemn Chriſt and his mighty 
Works, as wrought by the Power of the 
Devil; ſo doth the Titular Chriſtian in this 
Age judge, cenſure, arraign, and condemn _ 
Chriſt and his mighty Works in this Day of 
his Power and ſpiritual Appearance in the 
Hearts of the Sons and Daughters of Men, 


wherein he hath wrought as mighty Works, 
and done as great Miracles, as in any Age 


ſince the Fall of Man, and many are now 


living Monuments of the ſame; bleſſed is 


the | ye that ſeeth them, and is fixed upon 
the Author thereof: To whom be Glory and 
Praife throughout all Generations for ever. 
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XIX. 7 be True Chriſtian's Faith and 
Experience — rde Doctrine of 


ac W N 

and Commands, and Exhortations, not} 
to Holineſs, but to the Perfecting off 

Holineſs in the Fear of Cod, to the prefi ing for- 


and a full 


Growth be witneſſed, to the Stature of a Perfect 


Blemiſh, 


8 n . Man in Cbrift Fefus ; preſented to God vi heul 
Has Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch 'Thing-: 
ben 6. And it's ſaid of Noah, that he was a Juſt and 


Perfect Man in bis G aeneralion, and that be 


Gen, 15 walked with God. And God faid unto Abra- 


ham, Walk before me, and be thou Perfect: 


5 PO And that Fob was a Perfect and 
And in David's Time he bids, 
Perfect Man, and behold the Upright, the End 
And Chriſt exhorteth his 


as their Heavenly 
Mat, 5- Father was Perfect: And the Labour and 


that People 


ſuch is Peace: 
Diſciples 20 be Periect, 


Travail of the Apoſtles were, 


Juſt Man: 
Mark the 


might be Perie& and Entire, wanting 


2 nolbing; and that they might be preſented 
Heb. 13. Perfect, 


Work: And he wiſhed the Perfection of thoſe I 
And he Hale e an 


aud be made Perfec 


he wrote to: 
* them that * were Perfect, 


in every good 


8⁰ 


| God in Chriſt Jeſus; no growing up to the 
Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt ; no perfect col i, 


„ 
So the Holy Scriptures contain not only 
Precepts and Exhortations to Holineſs and 


Perfection, but they alſo give Teſtimony 
chat ſeveral did obey them, and attain there- 
unto in Ages paſt: And the Faith and Teſti- 
mony of the True Chriſtian in this Age is, 
that Holineſs and Perfection are attainable 
now as in Days of old, and that the divers 
Precepts and Exhortations in the Seriptures 

q thereunto,, may be obeyed, and the State 
truly enjoyed, even while People dwell in 
theſe Earthly Tabernacles, they may enjoy 


the Heavenly Treaſure in their Eariben Veſſels, 2 coc 
which may be poſſeſſed with San#ification and ,. 
, %% Oo, 

Now this is one of the ſound Doctrines 
which the Titular Chriſtian cannot endure, 
comprehend, nor underſtand, therefore cries 
out againſt it, and ſays, No Perfection here; 


vo perfecting Holineſs in the Fear of God; 


no coming to the Mark of the High Calling of _ Cor; 


Man in Chriſt; nor no being preſented to * 
God as a chaſte Virgin, Holy and Unblamable, jude 


FTaullleſ, without Spot or Wrinkle, In Sum, *+ 
no being now as the Fathers of old, and the 


Chriſtians in the primitive Times were ; no 


Peoſſibility of perfect Obedience to the divers 


Precepts, Exhortations and Commands of the 


; Spirit of God throughout the Holy Scriptures : | 


" This 


* Evils; 


cover the Sca; 
Sabbath of Reſt, the Anli- type of the out- 
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bs his is the 1 of the Titular Chriſtian, ; 
ſo that herein he commits theſe two great 


firſt, Notwithſtanding his pretended 
Honour to the Scriptures and Holy Men, he 
gives them all the Lye. Secondly, He with 


the ficihful Servant calls God a hard Maſter, || 


in requiring that which none are able to perform, 


But the Teſtimony, Faith, and Experience of 

the True Chriſtian is quite the contrary 3 he 
having paſſed through the Work of Regene- 

ration, and experienced the divers Workings | 


and Operations of the Spirit of God in his 
Heart, in this ſinall Treatiſe before hinted at, 
leading him from one Degree of Grace unto 
another, from one Degree of Faith and Know- 
ledge unto another, until he is fully ſaved by 
the Grace, and hath gained perfect Victory 
by the Faith from and over that which made 


him imperfect, ſinſul, and defiled, and until 


the Knowledge of the Lord io abounds in 
him, that it covers the Earth as the Waters 
and until he comes to the 


ward Sabbath, wherein he ſpeaks not his own 


| Words, nor thinks his own Thoughts, nor 


doth his own Will nor Works, but witneſſeth 


a Denial of them all, and a putting off the 
old Man with his Deeds, and keeping the 


- Body under, and a Bridle upon the Tongue, 


Nature, Will, Thoughts, and Deſires, which 


received the Temptation in the Beginning, 
_ always 


[ ny. 
always keeping them to the Croſs, though a W>'0 
Renewing and Reſtoration be attain'd unto, and 
the State of Innocency known and lived in, even 
as in the Beginning before the Fall; yet the 
Will; Thoughts, 40 Deſires muſt be watched, 


[ Aled over, and ſubjected to' the Will 1 


Command of God, in Truth and Reality, 


even as Chriſt hath left an Enſample, Wa 


Will and Defires were good, pure, and 
fect, yet ſaid he, when he prayed to his Fat 5 


Not my Will, but thine, whoſe Will he came 
to 9 


Now in this Heavenly Self. denial! and true 


Reſignation ſtands the Perfection and Saſety 
of the True Chriſtian, all which is wrought and 


effected by the Power and Spiritual Appear- 5 
ance of the ſecond Adam in him, and for him, 
who of himſelf can do nothing. 

And in this is his Happineſs and Perfection, 


that he is come to ceaſe from his own Thoughts, 
Words and Works, his own Way and Will, and 


his own Wiſdom and Knowledge alſo; for | in 
theſe Things began his Miſery, and while they 
lived in him, and ruled over him, he continued "= 
in the Miſery, notwithſtanding his divers 


Devices, and Inventions, and Strivings to get 


out of it; Death, Mifery and Sorrow accom- 
panied him, and clave cloſe unto him, and he 


could never be rid thereof, till he came through 


the Work of Regeneration, through true Selt- 
denial and Reſignation, to that Eſtate which 
a & ; Paul 


E 

1 | Paul 1 was in, when he ſaid, I live, yet not 1, 

but Chriſt lives in me, and the Life that I no- 
| 


live, 1 live by the Faith of the Son of God; this} 
2 is the Perfect 


ion the True Chriſtian arrives at, 


even to know Chriſt live in him, and Self ouſn 
1 and Sin dead, then this Life of Righteouſneſs are 
reigns, where once Sin and Death reigned ; livit 


'" and this Life cureth all Diſeaſes, and makes a We 
| Man grow to Perfection, makes the Mind and 
ſound, and the Underſtanding good, the Heart im 
clean and honeſt, purgeth the Conſcience from let 
all dead Works, and brings into the Service To 
of the living God, makes free, and redeems tha 
trom the contrary, viz. the Service of Sin Go 
and Satan; and this is a perfect State, and Tt 
| hath been, is, and may be attained unto, 
"8 according to the Holy Scriptures, and the of 
18 | Teſtimony of the True Chriſtian, _ | 
EU And ſome Tuular Chriflians do pray for, Þ th 
promiſe, and profeſs as much in Words, when Þ its 
they pray for a clean Heart, and the renewing Þ br 
of a right Spirit, to live a Holy Life; and to Þ az 
be cleanſed trom all Sin, and when they pro- is 
miſe one for another, to forſake the Devil ar 
and all his Works, the Pomps and Vanities of Þ w 
this World, and all the ſinful Luſts of the 6 
By / 

a 

1 

J 

7 


Fleſh, and to keep God's Holy Will and 
| Commandments ; ; this is Perfection, and he 
that doth receive a clean Heart and a right 


Spirit, and doch ory: TINGS is a perfect 
Nan. | ' 5 


Now | 


[4 ]-- 
| Now he that profeſſeth and witnefleth theſe 
Things before ſpoken of, and hath travailed 


through the Work of the new Creation; he 
can ſpeak, of Perfection in Truth and Righte- 
ouſneſs; he can ſay, all the Works of God 
| are perfect, good, yea, very good, being a 
living Witneſs of the ſame, and that the 
Works of Man in the Fall and Degeneration, 
and of the old Serpent whom he obeys, are all! 
imperfect and bad, yea, very bad; therefore 


let all that talk. of Perfection with their 


Tongues, and profeſs it with their Lips, ſee 


that they are in that Faith which is the Gift of 


| God, and works by Love, and doth wonderful * 
Things, though it be but as a Grain of Muſ- 
tard- ſeed, it removes Mountains, and the Effect 
of it doth away all Imperfection, and makes 


whole every whit, the Eye being fixed upon . 


the Author thereof, it brings tbe Mighty from 
its Seat, and exalteth that of low Degree, it 
brings lo the true Poverty which makes many rich 
aud inherits all Things, to the Sorrowing wherein | 


is Rejoicing always; to the having nothing, 


and yet poſſeſſing all Things; to the Weakneſs 55 
wherein is S/rength ; to the Loſs, wherein is 
Gain; to the Death, wherein is Life Ever- 
laſting : This State Paul was in, when he ſpoke 


after this Manner, when JI am weak, then am 2 Cor. 


Tftrong , when dead, then alive; as ſorrowing, 
Det always rejoicing ; as poor, yet making many 
rieb; as ns as Jt "oy ing al. Things, 

_ The! "I 
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| +> God. Therefore if any will be 


Man was not rich, wiſe, nor ſtrong of himſelf, 


the Tree of Knowledge, which was and is 


mand, he had Power over all the Beiſts of 


over it, ſtanding in the Life, Power, Riches, 


here, though he had nothing, yet he poſſeſſed 


Theſe Things are as Myſteries to the carnal þ 
| Wiſe and 
Prudent, but revealed to the Babes, who | 
ſuck at the Breaſts of Conſolation; and are | 
weaned from the Breaſts of this World, in all 
its Perfection, Glbry, and Beauty, vifible and | 
inviſible, and are become Children of that | 
Faith, without which 'tis impoſſible to pleaſe Þ 
perfect and 
have Treaſure in Heaven, they muſt become 
as new born Babes, feeding on the Milk of the 
Word, and know a growing up in and by the] 
Virtue of the fame, to the State of a perfect 
Man, out of all Self-will, Thoughts, and Imagi- ; 
nations, Self-wifdom, Riches and Knowledge ; | 
for in the State of Innocency, beſore the Fall, 


bis own Will, Thoughts, and Defires, though 
in themſelves and in their Places harmleſ, did 
not rule over him, neither did he feed upon | 


good in its Place, though not for Food, but 
he ruled over them all; while he ſtood in the 
Image of his Maker, and obeyed his Com- 


the Field, and Fiſh of the Sea, aud the Earth | 
was ſubdued by him, and he had Dominion 


and Wiſdom ot his God, and out of his own ; | 


all, ſubdued all, and had Dominicn over all; 
On „ 5 though | 


though he fed not upon the Tree of Know- 
ledge, yet was he full of Knowledge and 
# Wiſdom, to diſcern the Nature of Things, 
and to give them Names accordingly ; though 
he had no Will nor Deſire, but what was to 
be ſubject to the Will of God, nor no Power, £7 


Now Mankind had nothing, to do, but to 


dreſs and keep the Garden, which God's own 


Hand had planted ; and this he was to do in 


the Will, Wiſdom, and Power of God, by 
which he became a Living Soul, cloathed with 
the Image of God, without any other Cover- 


ing but his Spirit; this was his Glory and. 


Perfection: And in this ſtood his Joy and 


or Strength given him of God to act contrary - 
to his Command, yet he had great Power, 
Liberty and Freedom given him of God over 
all the Works of his Hands: Aud every Herb 
bearing Seed, which was upon all the Earth, 
and every Tree in which was the Fruit of a Tree, 
bearing Seed for Meat; only the Tree of Know- 
ledge, which grew, not at one Corner, but, 
q in the midſt of the Garden, even where the 
Tree of Life itſelf grew, he was not to eat of: 
He that reads, let him underſtand, for 1 
# teſtify that Moſes, or the Author of Geneſis, 
vas endued with the ſame Divine Heaven! 

Sight and Wiſdom, when he wrote theſe 
I Things, as John was when he wrote his Book 
of Revelations; and a Meaſure of the ſame 
1 muſt give the Underſtanding of them. 


Felicity, 
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Felicity, Power, and Dominion within and 
without; in this ſtands the True Chriſtian's now. 
But When he ſuffered his W ill and Deſire, and 
the Eye of his Mind by the Temptation, to 
be 1 8 85 and allured forth, and gave way to 


i= the ſpringing up of a Deſire, to know and be 


wiſe for himſelf, to be ſomething of himſelf, 
this let the Temptation over him, deing deceiv- 


ed, diſobeyed his God, even under a Hope of 


gaining by it, and bettering his State, believing 
the Serpent, who ſaid, 2ou ſhall be as Gods, 


Jon ſhall not die: Thus Death entered upon 


him, thus the Image of God in him became 
veiPd, and his Beauty, Glory, and Perfection 
| defaced ; his own Will and Deſires no N 
gave way to, but Temptation entered; 
ſooner his own Eye opened, but his Ithper- 
fection appeared, and his Nakedneſs was ſeen ; 


$00 ſooner he began to live of himſelf, 
and to will, and to know of himſelf, but | 


Death, Miſery, and Ignorance followed, and 
Shame, Fear, and Guilt appeared; and In- 
ventions and Contrivances, how to cover the 
Nakedneſs and Shame, and excuſe the Guilt, 


was invented: This was the Work of tranſ- | 


greſſing Man in the Beginning, and is the 
ſame at this Day among all the Children of 
Men, of what Nation, Name, or Sect foever, 


who abide in the W State of the 


firſt Alam. m7 


Now | 


1 : 
Now the State of been that the Child. 
ren of the ee Adam do attai unto, whil 
in the Body, is x troe Self-denial.and Reſig 
_ into the Will of God, throughout 77 £2. 
Trials, and over all Temptations ; ; he is a 
De Man in Chrift, who is not only re- 
ſtored and redee med by him into a State of 
Innocency, Harinleſneſs, and Uprightneſs; 5 
but alſo in this State is reſigned and given up 
in his Mind, Will, Thoughts, and is, 
into the Will of God, as clearly knowing it ; + - 
ſo that his Mind being the Mind of Chriſt, Is 
eying his Heavenly Father, and his Mind is 
ſtay' d upon him, where the perfect Peace is: 
And his Will, Thoughts, and Deſires, though + 
harmleſs, as Chriſt's” were, yet ſubject to bis 
Father, truly ſaying, as Chriſt ſaid, Not my 
Will, but thine, In this State of true Reſigna- 
tion unto and Unity with the Father's Will 
ſtands the True Chriſtian's Satety and Per- 
fection; and that which preſerveth him in the 
ſame, is the Power of God, that chroughly | 
e debaſeth Self, ſubjecteth Man's Will, and 
ſaves to the uttermoſt through Faith in it. 
And in this State of Perfection, as he lives 
and remains, he is cloathed with the Spirit of 
f | Glory and Humility ; the greater his Attain- 
ments are, and the higher the Heavenly Place 
is he fits in, the lower is his Mind, and the 
leſſer he is in his own Eyes; the greater he is 
in the Kingdom of God, the more he is 
= repleniſh'd 
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re leniſh? d with true py. Goodneſs, a 

Humility ; Here the Greateſt is the no oy 
a Helper of others; the Higheſt, the Loweſt : 

. Here the Servant is as his Lord, and the Lord 

as him that ſerveth. And among theſe True 


i Chriſtians, there is no Strife nor Diſpute, who | 


ball be the Greateſt ;, though they are Elders, 
and have Crowns. upon. their Heads, yet they 
throw them down at the Feet of ke that ſits 
upon the Throne, and give ue £1 to him for 
ever. Kev, 4. tO, dl: 


XX. A few 
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I well to take Heed, 'a5 une Light that bine! 
in a dark Place, and as k Voice that calleth! 


bun, 


E THEY | 20 3 L NJ Al 
— EN — 2c bod udhogoan 
Tron? 27 10 J 711 wi r 1 6 og hey 
of | d. „ 01 Ir: 
. 4 fri Winks ly Way, of. Advice, 
Counſel and Exbortation, to ſuch as are 
* newly turned in their Minds from Dark- 
-oneſs to Light,' from the .Power of Satan 
0 Gol, Geld the Work of Regen 74 


tion is begun, that: „= oh rho 


in the ſame, no 

art of of the th the Hig þ Calling 

of 804. in Chriſt J * is 4 7 

_ written, ſort ouſly to be Read, . 1 

R = 89 85 1117 hrs o <0, , ORG 
90 Lei 115 6174 bor? 401 


+ENDER Friend, / ho art turned to ul 

Light and Power, and art a Believer in 
it, Cha defireſt'to hear and obey the Word in 
thy Mouth and in thy Heart, to this thou doſt 


- r — 


unto thee, ſaying, Come up bitber, and I ill 
ſhew thee the' Bride, «the Lamb's MiſGGN. 
In order theteto, thou mult underſtand and 
regard te End of the precious Appearance of 
the Light within, though it be and appear“ 
unto thee, But as Light that breakethyYafth 
before the Du dawn, or before the Dayi ſtar 


. 


ariſe in thy Heart, yet the End of its Ap- 


n and * in thee, is, that thou 
M aouldſt 


all P 
pre reſently poſſeſſeſt * 
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ſhouldft fix che Eye of Faith upon it, and || 


keep thy Mind towards. it, and this-is-the-Star- 
cf the Meſſias, and the Angel of the Lord, 


that will Jead 12 the. Tno,, where tho 


is delivered 
Pave of Gl 


Son, an Mon 


ſpare 585 


Seth 


thou muſt not think 


_ within thyſelf; that cod. haft nw attahed to 
the: 


Mark dle Hligb\ Calling" of God in CH iſt 


Jeſus, becauſe thy Eye ſeeth̃ the: Salvation 


which Gad hath prepared before the Face of 


eople, think not with thyſelf) that t 
2 aha _ 


of the and Plaaſure that 
— Ne Vent rg es ok 


cl of 
Light and Heayenly Diſcoveries, and in the 


bare Sight and Knowledge of the Man-Child 
that's born, but waitthoy, and walk in the 


fame Light, which will diſcover unto thee _ | 


Spirit that ſeeks its Life within thyſ 


after it is born, under the Pretence SE | 
A ſhipping of it, as Herod did, and in it thou 


wilt receive Wiſdom) and Counſel, to cheriſh 
and; preſerve it, gill the Death: of its: * 


l to 


9 Things unte him, as the 
5 wet, eh 1 Light wi within, itl Day. Kar 
| hat * t 


f yet take chou 
5 Heed of. ſitting —.— in the · Ap 
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| to read md underſtand choſe Things wee are 
. | -weitten for thy Learning. 
N Now none Genus makes manifeſt 18 3 
Darkneſs and the Works of it, is and 4 


Ven wrought within; the Light that expe = 
che Darkneſs, and the Power that deftroys the 
Works of it is alſo to be known within; and 
wou muſt believe and continue walking in the 

- | Light, that thou mayſt become a Child fit, 

4 | and abide with che Theor that thou” mayſt 


know and witneſs the Work of it within thy- 
ſelf, proceeding in Order from the firſt Day 
to the ſeventh, or Sabbath of Reſt: And thou 
mayſt underſtand, that thou doſt not becomela 
Child of Light ſo foon as thou ſeeſt the Shining, 
ot it, and begins to believe and walk init, 
thou muſt not only have Faith, but thou muſt = 
add unto thy Faith Patience, for thou haſt as 
much Need, as ſome of old had, which Pan! 
wrote to, when he faid, 701 had Need have Pa- 
| thence, that after. you have done'the Will of God, 0 
you may, wail to, receive the Promiſe, and it was 
5 re that wr eng ge N 1 
were ſeated with the Spirit 'of Promiſe; the = 
End of Faith is not ſoon attained unto; he that 1 
believes muſt not make Haſte, neither muſt he £2? 8 
ill nor run, but in Patience wait in the Faith i 
"without Doubt and Wavering, till he receives 
the End of it, as ſomo of old did, wiz. the 
| Salvation of their Souls: And fo thou wilt 
know, as in the Light thou waiteſt, Salvation 
come nearer ark _ one Day than another 
1 X 2 unto 


J . —2—I 8 


& 1 


thy Back upon thht wherein his Kingdom 
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unto thee, and wilt witneſs to the Truth of 
what the Apoſtle wrote, when he ſaid, Now 
s Salvation nearer than when you firſt" bilieved. 
N.c̃S tender Friend, I have this principally 
to adviſe thee of, that the Wiles and Devices 
of the Enemy are many and myſterious, and 
tis againſt thee, who art come to believe in 
the Light, he rageth within and without, and 
about the he goeth as a roaring Lion, ſeeking 
to devour; and as a ſubtle Fox to get into the 
Vineyard again, and ſpoil the tender Grapes 3 
therefore I counſel thee to wait low in thy 
Mind, in that Heavenly Principle of Light, 
to which thou haſt been turned, and in which 
thou haſt believed, in this the. Devil bath: 0 
Pari; abiding here, thou art as one armed in 
a ſtrong Tower of Defence; keep thou thyſelf 
that he may never prevail againſt thee by Al- 
lurements, Baits, Snares, and Enticements, 


Fontan compel thee 40 * unto lim and W 
But know this, he will ſuit a bort his 
Temptations according to thy Temperament, 
State, and Condition, ſeeing thou haſt turned 


ſtands, and where his Works and Will is 
done, and ſet thy Face Sion- ward, and walks 
in the Light within, that leadeth therets 5/ he 
| knoweth tis in vain for him to appear unto 
_ thee now as a Devil, therefore will he 'tranl(- 
ew n like unto an Angel of 2 
an 


and be can never force thee, nor by all bis ! 


iſe, I 
e out 1 5 Way, rg ek New 


"hi 
he en vl prevail 75 
uſe, 83 to err, 1 bre , 
ope of enjoying a greater Liberty 
5 ee Glory; thus he bath, — 
0 


me in this Age ; for when, and where the 
oman appeareth cloathed with the Sun, acd 


the Moon unger, 
twelve Stars upon her Head, being. with: 
Child, crying, oi in Birth, pained to- 
be delivered, then and there alſo the great 
red Dragon with his ſeven Heads, ten Horns, 
and ſeyen Crowns upon his Heads, appeareth- 
alſo, and with bis Tail draws Stars from 
Heaven, and caſts them to the Earth, and: 


| alſo ſtands ready before the Woman, to devour: 


ber Child 4 foon = tis born: Read Rev; 12 
Lead 3. 4. and the Lord give, thee Under 


8 Friend, if thow deſuueſt to tra- 
vel on with Safety in the Way and Path of 
Chriſtianity, ſrom its Birth to the Croß, and 
from the Croſs to the Crown, thoumuſt walk: 
in the Light, and daily learn of, the Grace of 


God, and. keep on thy Armour, the Light,, 
3 wbereby thou haſt conquered many Fnemies,, - 


and overcome divers Temptations ; and: halt 


known it as an Axe laid to the. Root of. the- 


E 1 Tree within 3 abide thou. in it, ald. keep» 
M 3 | "oy | 


el and a Crown Se 


deſtroyed; and the Heavenly Plant to grow 
dand a into a Tree X. Righteouſneſs 
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tn Eye fixed 6 upon him that heweth thefowith, 
that thou mayft know its Work ron roughly 
effected, viz. the very | Root. of the 
eüt up 3, not only its Branches 1 bea, and 
the Root ſtruck at, but Root and Branch 


inſtead thereof within thyſelf, that thou mayſt f 
ſit under its Shadow with Safety, and eat of HI. 
the Fruit e with Delight. rt. wa 
Now, though thou art a Believer in the the 

Light, and a lawn of the Grace, and art ful 
travelling right on in the ſame, towards a full] his 

"Enjoyment. thereof, know this, that thou an 

wilt meet with many Trials, Exerciſes, and ful 

Temptations in the Way, ſome to turn thee be 
out of it, and others to cauſe thee to fit down or 
ſhort, and take up a Reſt by the Way, and ct 


Sights and Revelations, and Power over 


glory in thy former Experiences, Openings, A 


Devils, which thou haſt been endued withal ; | ir 
bo, if the old Serpent cannot prevail in the "I 
one, he may in the other; envying thy Hap- I a 
por he will try all Means againſt thee, to | 
eguile thee, as he did Eve, tempt and allure 
thee Cut of a Heavenly Eſtate, he will hardly Þ 
| beſet thee within and without; and when Y 
thou appeareſt before God, to worſhip him, 
he will appear alſo with Lies and Accuſations 
. againſt thee: Now, keep thou in the Light 
Wherewith thou art enlightened, and in which 
? thou halt believed, and lean thou upon and 


truſt | 


- 


| this Light within, in which thou haſt 
believed, as thou walkeſt in it, will ſhew thee 
the Natute'and Tendency of the Bait, though 
yith| covered with Golden Pretences; and the very 
of] Hook that's covered therewith ; So as thou 
waiteſt and abideſt in this Light, in vain is 
he the Snare laid in thy Sight, in vain are alk his 
art] ſubtle Devices againſt thee, in vain are all 
ullf his variable Appearances in order to deceive. 
ou and deſtroy thee, whether he appears as a 
nd fubtle Serpent. or as a Satan to accuſe, as 
zee be did Fob, before God, or as a Dragon 
yn , or roaring Lion to devour, or as an Anti- 
nd chriſt; or on the contrary, whether he 
W, appear as an Angel of Light, with two 
9 Moti like a, Lamb, and in Sheep's Cloath- 
ing: And further, though he appears in, and 
: affamerh the Form of Godlineſs, and preaches = 
P- | and confeſſes Chriſt in his Spiritual Appear- 
to ance within, in Words, and talks of and 
re profeſſeth the Light within, and the Motion 
ly of the Spirit, and a Learning of the Spirit, 


nk and a Ceaſing from Man, and a Learning 

n, | of the Anointing, Light and Grace within, and 
NS get into the Throne and Temple of God, and 

it | © fit there as God; I fay, in vain are all his 

h | variable Appearances, Wiles, and Works, 
dA | Formings, and Transformings; as thy Eye is 
7 OY J 0 Ons 


e e, ing 


And wy wel ny Fanal 
Ear will be open chat tries 
Mouth taſtes . and yo Rory 9 2 An 
| Sounds and Voices, and h to Jaſide, 


| do appear, and gives them Names decor 
to their Nature, and judgeth righteo 
concerning them, and not according to Wy 
pearance only, whether within thy ſelf or I} can 
without: As in this Wiſdom and Piſcerning pre? 


thou abideſt, thou wilt travel ſafely on, from wra 


Faith to Faith, from Knowledge to Know- -whe 
ledge, from one Degree of Grace and Glory the 
unto another, till thou comeſt to be fully 
gathered from the Eaſt, Weſt, North, = | 
South, and fitteſt down with Abraham, laac, 
and Jacob in the Kingdom of God; and alſo 
knoweſt the Son ſurrender the Ki 824 K to the 
Father, and God become all in all; then ſhalt 
thou know as thou art known, and fee as thou 
art ſeen z and Death ſhall be ſwallowed up in 
Victory, Mortality of Immortality; "and It 
there ſhall be no more Sea, Death, nor Sor- fav 
row, Crying nor Pain, former Things being Þ 
| paſt away, and all Things made new); this 
_ Eſtate Jobs ſaw in his Divine and Heavenly b 
| Kevelation ; and thou abiding in the Light, 
and walking i in the Spirit, wilt not only ſee b 
but enjoy the ſame : Read Rev. 21, and 22. 
and DE, 


1 
and the Lord give thee Utideriiailding more 
and more, and encreaſe thy Joy in bel eving , 
and ſtrengthen thy Faith and Hope, that they 
may be as a iſly: Shield of Defence, and as 
an Anchor ſure and ſtedfaſt, 'to preſerve thee 
from all Aſſaults, and from ſplittin upon 3 
Rock or Sands, till thou arrive at the 
Haven of Eternal Reſt, and lie down in the 
Valley, where thy Bread, yea, thy Dail 


Bread, from the Table of the Lad will | 


be- fore, and thy Water fail not, where none 
can make thee afraid, where no Enemy can 


prevail, where no Danger of making Ship- 


wrack of Faith and a good Conſcience 18, 


where no Deſtroyer is, where all Tears and 
the Cauſe of them are wiped away, where 


Faith and Hope hath an End, and where the 


d Heavenly City is, whoſe Gates ſtand always 


open, and yet no unclean” Thing can enter: 
As thou perſevereſt in the Light, and'obeyeſt 


and followeſt him that hath called'' thee otit 


of Egypt, and tranſlated thee from the grofs 
"Darkneſs thereof, thou wilt thereby be led 
to inherit and 


poſſeſs theſe Things; for, 
It is be er e to the End, 1hat- ſhall be 


Win 8 


faved, qu saug bat aber! 


Now, ende Friend“ how! walk 


thy Way; the Light: tm; the Spirit agd 
Grace of God within, which teacheth 


only to deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, 


{| bur alſo to live ſoberly, righteduſly, and 
1 in on We World thou art ſafe. 


But 


But I do advife thee: notwithſtanding, co take 
great Heed, and watch, diligently againſt the 
Enemy of thy Happineſs in all his Appear-P 

_ ances, and eſpecially 'when he appears under 
the Form of Truth itſelf, with the Words of 
it in his Mouth, and with the very Likeneſs of] 
it; for J have ſeen him there, and he has be- f 
guiled and betrayed many thereby in this Age, . 
_ even ſince we were a People; and he effected 
it by drawing the Mind from being ſtaid upon 


c after and deſire ſomething elſe, which he made 


which, he perſwaded them, would better 
their Condition, and encreaſe their Glory: 
So, in Hope, many, after they have been] P.; 
| Preſented as a chaſte Virgin to Chriſt, have = 
again been ſubjected unto Vanity, in this 
Age, as Mankind was in the 
and have loſt a preſent good Eſtate by be-, 

| lieving the Lies af the Serpent, who told 
them, They Hould enjoy a beiter; ſome he 
hath drawn out on this wiſe, and by other . 
af his Wiles, to that Degree of Apoſt cy 1 


Trees twice dead, and plucked up by the 
| Raves, never like to grow in the Garden ef 


he lies in var to deceive. ng 


* 5 . > 
o R 


230 


God, waiting low in his Light, to wonder 
appear lovely to behold; the attainipg of 


Beginning ; 


and Degeneration, that they are become like} 


Cad again, whole Way and End is auer 


No, his other Vahr and Means, whereby 


and 


| 2) 
and: neanilſeſt; but his Work 
Form of R be 8 A er 

and mode ky ti prevwuib upon the' Mind of 
the Simple, unleſ @ diligent Waten Rege 
than wem be appears as he is: n 

Means J have known him not only ger into 
the Temple of God, and ſit there, but to be 

I worſhi as God, and exalted above all 

char. i cad God, '' or that is worſnipped 

MN} beſides him! 2 Wbw; he: never got into the 

ry Temple, nor ſate there, nor was f 

0 


under the 
myſterious, 


| under the Name of a Devil, Satan, or 9 
of Darkneſs, now, nor in any Age; but 
ter myſteriouſly * he himſelf im under a Diſ- 
| may cloathing felf' like am Angel of 
| Light, - that fred: and | endeav the 


1 _ : Dey... n ” ad 6 5 > 9 - 
. 1 — — - — 
* CIT. wy = ns ” a : — —— — 
— . —.— — r mae we . 
aw « — 


Wy | Good of Mankind; by this Means he came 
es comes e e. de and werden, 
- not as he is, but as he appears to be. Now, 


chis Temple, where he ſits, and where he 

| is: worſhipped, is the Heart and Mind of 

| Mankind in the degenerate State: And that 
| which doth reveal him with his Myſter 4 


„is the Light and Spirit of 

ar rag Me haſt believed, A and o 
rating in the ſame Place, and * nd L. 
| with ibe Spirit of bis Mbuth, and droge tee bis 
| with the: B buneſs of bis Comin ES 
thou knoweſt not effected ſo 'thou 


believeſt ; is 4 Work wrooght rees'; 
thy. Safety and Duty is, 10 Wait — Patience 


bl | 


P jo: the e of the Lord in that * and 


G race N 


. Crown ; 
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Grace which flu and prepares his Way, and g I 
teac betb iber n to, join with. N _ 4 | 
pears,. and do help the: Lord againſt 1 twhly, | 
4 tn bis Fudgments, | 
nd ſo, 8 thou | 
; Ras waiteſt, thou wilt diſcern him when he | 


a meet. bim in the ay 
57 wh ich Sion; 3s. redeimed. D 


appears from all the Appearances: of thy 
1 and be made vil 


his Power to yield up thy Heart, Mind, and 
Strentzth unto him, and to ſerve him, love, 
fear, and obey him, this is required on thy 
Part; fo wilt thou know him to appear unto 
thee as a Morning without Clouds, and in his 

Light thou, wilt ſee more Light, and know 

it Fine more and more unto a perfect Day, 


| 2 by the Brightneſß thereof the whole M- 


in this Day of 


n 


ſtery of Iniquity be diſcovered, and the Man 
of Sin deſtroyed, and thy Temple cleanſed | 
from all that doth defile, and the Myſtery of 


Godlineis diſplay'd therein, and Truth and 
Righteouſneſs, fit upon the Throne, and reign || 
where Sin and Unrighteouſneſs did reign, 


cven in thy Heart, Will, and Conſcience; 


then will thy Earth rejoice, and thy Heavens | 


rain down Fatnels, and Everlaſting Peace will 
be in thy Dwellings. 


The which that thou mayſt attain unto, | 
let none take thy ! 


5 hold faſt * thou haſt; 


Race, where the Crown of Life is laid up; 


and take Heed of thy on Thoughts. and Z 


7 bereunto thou haſt attained, therein 
walk, preſling torwards to the End ot thy 
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Imaginations, Conceivingsy and Conſultations, 
and of that Will that works not the Righteouſ- 
neſs of God; theſe of thy own Houſe will 

prove thy reateſt Enemies, if thou walkeſt 
not in the Light which diſcovers them, and 
takes up the Croſs that crucifieth them, and 
is able to bring every high Thought and 
Imagination into the Obedience of Chriſt, and 


while this is bringing to paſs, abide in the 


Patience, bearing the Croſs of Chrift, which 
is the Power of God, and keep thy Eye fixed 
on the ſame, and look not downward to the 
Earth, nor at the Smoak that aſcends out of 
the Bottomleſs Pit, and darkens the Air, nor 
at the Dragon that makes War in Heaven; 
but join thou with Michael the Prince, and fol- 
low the Lamb, which rides on Conquering and 
to Conquer; 10 {halt thou overcome, and fir 


{ down with him on his Throne, as he ſate down 
with his Father on his Throne, and know thy 


Enemies made thy Foot- ſtool. 
And that thou mayſt not tail hereof, Watch 5 


| alfo againſt the dead Spirit of Formality ; fee 


that thy Form of Godlineſs is accompanied 
and ſeaſoned with Lite, Virtue, and Power ;, | 
for though Godlineſs is not maniteſted without 


| a Form, yet there may be a Form without the 


Power; this Spirit of Formality captivated 
fome in tormer Ages, and led them to deny 
the Power; from ſuch they were to turn away 


nd and 0 art thou now; tor if this Spirit . 


N MW 
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of Formality prevails, though a Form of 


| Godlineſs be retained, as a Form of ſound 
Words, Plainneſs and Decency in Apparel; 


Superfluity of Meats and Drinks laid aſide; | 


 Rejpefting Men's Perſons, and Worſbipping 
them with Cap and Knee avoided ; Truth and 
| Light within profeſt in Words; Meetings and 
Aſſembling en frequented; the Sound of Truth 
as a lovely Yong, &c. yet if thy Heart be 
gone aſtray ; if thou feeleſt not Life to lead 


thee ; if thou takeſt not up the daily Croſs 


to thy Will, Thoughts, Affections, Luſts, 


and Paſſions, and by the ſame mortity them; . 


thou mayſt be a meer Formaliſt, and thy 


5 obſerving and abiding in thy Form may be- 
come as abominable in the Sight of the Lord | 
now, as it was of old among his once peculiar | 


People, the Fews, when he ſent his Prophet 


Jaiab to cry againſt them, though they kept 


and obferved the Mullitude of Offerings and 


Sacrifices, Feaſts, and Faſts, New Moons and | 
Sabbath Days, ſolemn Meetings and Aſſem- | 
blings before the Lord, which was the very 
Form of Worſhip he once commanded ; but 


the Spirit of dead Forinality being got into 


their Hearts, corrupted them: So that be that 
killed an Ox, was as he that flew a Man; be 


that ſacrificed a Lamb, as be that cut off a 


Dog's Neck, he that offered Oblations, as if he || 
offered Swine"s Blood; be that burnt Incenſe, | 
a if he bleſſed an Idol: The Reaſon of all this 
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was not becauſe theſe Things were evil in 
themſelves, but becauſe the Call of the Lord 


was not anſwered, and becauſe when he ſpake, 


.they did not hear, but did Evil before his 
Eyes, and choſe that in which he delighted 
not, yet obſerved and performed the outward = 
Part of Worſhip, and ſite before the Lord 


as his People, and loved and delighted to 


hear the Words of the Lord by the Mouth 
of his Prophet, but not to do them: Read 
Jaiah 66. 3. and Ezekiel 33. 30, 31, 32. 


Now, dear Friend, let this fore Evil never 


come near thy Dwelling, in thy Holy Form 


of Godlineſs, which thou haſt been led unto 


* by the Power 5 keep in the Senſe and Feeling 


of the ſame, in thy Form of ſound Words ; 5 


keep in the Fear of God and Tenderneſs of 


Conſcience, wherein thou wert at firſt con- | 
ſtrained to ſpeak them, even in the Croſs to 


Self, which took great Offence thereat ; yet 

in Tenderneſs, Love and Fear to God, againfl 

thy Will, and the Pride and haughty Spirit 
of this World, wert thou moved to {peak 5 


them; likewiſe thy Holy Form, in not bee. 


ſpecting Men's Perſons, or having them 


Admiration becauſe of Advantage, nor hono1r1!: hs 
them in bowing with Cap and Knee; nor giving 
flattering Tilles to Men: This the Spirit of the 
Lord led to in the Beginning; keep in the 

_ fame, and his Preſence and Power will uphold 
—thee 1 in che —_ and alſo lead thee to honour 
N F 
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all Men in the Lord, and to be, ſubject to every 
Ordinance of Man for the Lord's Sake, and 
truly to honour thy Parents, and riſe up before 
thy Elders, and give them double Honour, 


and to be courteous and kindly affectionate Þ - 


_ unto all: This will the Spirit of the Lord 


lead thee to, being the Nature of Chriſtianity ; | 
as thou walkeſt and abideſt therein, thou wilt 


be like thy Heavenly Father. 


And thy Form of Plainneſs of Apparel, | 
and thy avoiding of Superfluity in Meats and | 
Driubs, &c. keep thou with that Holy Spirit | 
that led thee thereto, and let not the Senſe 


thereof depart from thee; fo ſhalt thou feel 
the Power thereof accompanying of thee, and 
working in thee to remove that Root and 
Ground from whence all Superfluity of Naugh- 


tineſs did ariſe, and wholly mortify that Spirit 


that delighted in theſe Things. 


And in thy Manner of a/tending Meetings, 
always have thy Mind exerciſed in that Love | 


and Life, Virtue and Power of the .Lord, 


by which he touched thy Heart, and met 


with thee therein in the Beginning; ſo ſhalt 
thou enjoy more and more of his Preſence, 
and encreaſe in Wiſdom, Life, and Strength, 


and all the Virtues of the Holy Spirit: And 


though thou haſt received an Unction from 
the Holy One, which is able to teach thee all 
Things neceſſary to thy Salvation; yet this 


will not lead thee to forſake the aſſembling 


twl. 


| of thyſelf with the Lord's People, ning | 


to their wonted Manner, nor to forſake the 
Flocks of the Companions, nor the Footiteps 
thereof; but to travel on in the ſame, till 


thou comeſt to know where they lie down 


at Noon, ſolacing themſelves in the green 


Paſtures of Life, and there to lie down with 


them, where none can make thee afraid, and 
where no Deſtroyer is, where the Spirit of 


| dead Formality hath no Place: Here thy 


Form of Godlineſs will be accompanied with 
Power, and this Evil will never overtake 


_ thee, as it hath ſome in our Age, who are 


convinced by the Truth, and love the Sound 
thereof, yet come to our Meetings, and fre- 


quent our Aſſemblies 1ormally and cuſtom- 
arily, even as too many People go to hear the 


Common Service, or ſtudied Sermons; but re- 


ceceive not the ingrafted Word, which is able do 
fave their Souls: So, though they hear many 
Heavenly Teſtimonies and Exhortations, they 
receive and obey them not; neither do they 
| grow and encreaſe in their inward Man, from 


one Degree of Grace, Knowledge and Virtue 


| unto another. 


This Spirit of dead Formality hath alſo af- 
ſumed the Form of Sound Words, and Plainneſs 


| of Apparel, and under this Form and Diſguiſe 


hath brought forth and effected much Evil, 
deceived many, and laid a Stumbling before 


| others, and brought an evil Report upou the 


N 3 1 Truth, 
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Truth, and thoſe that live in it. And this 
Evil Spirit of Deceit, Hypocriſy, and Form- 
ality, hath wrought Wa iſchief againſt the 
Truth, and the Holy Profeſſion of it, manifeſt 


within, even under this Form, than all open Þ 


Oppoſition and Perſecution could ever effect. 
ITzhis is now, and hath been in former Ages, 
the Way and Work of the Spirit of Deceit, 
when he cannot prevail by direct Oppoſition 
and Perſecution, then will he get the Words 


and Profeſſion of Truth, and appear and | 
Work under the Form thereof z and by the 
Evil Fruits he brings forth under this Diſguiſe, | 
he occaſions many, who are waiting for the 
_ Conſolation of ae, and ſtrictly obſerving || 
the Converſation of the Children thereof, to Þ 
loſe their Expectation, and to ſit down and | 
' conclude, Theſe People are but as others, and | 


their Way is but as other Ways; and they fail 
in their Profeſſion of Holineſs, &c. as others do; 


we ſee Evil amongſt them, as amongſt others, | 
even under their very Form. This hath occa- 
ſioned many to take up their Reſt in a Latitn- |} 


dinarian Spirit; or to be ready to fay, All 


Men are Lyars, and Religion a Cheat: And 


ſome run into Atheiſm itſelf, But greater Woe 
and Miſery will be the Portion of thoſe who 
entertain and join with this Spirit of Deceit 

and Hypocrily, and thereby occaſion many to 
fame; go backwards, and fall, and ſpeak 


Fu il of the Way ot Truth, which | is peaceable, | 


pleaſant, 


Form of Godlineſs to deceive, as in former 
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lens, and pure, not only in itfelf, but af 
to all thoſe that love, obey, and become 
Children of it. But as for thoſe that once 
knew the Way of the Lord, and afterwards 

| gave way to the Spirit of Evil, Deceit, Hy- 


pocriſy and Formality.; or that took up the 


Ages, ſo now; ſuch are more abominable in 


the Sight of the Lord, and more to be teſt- 
_ fied againſt than the very Heatbhen or prophane 


Unbelievers : Falſe Brethren are moſt peril- 


| ous, and Hypocrites moſt odious in the Sight 


of God and all good Men; and the Guilt: of 
Souls lies at their Door, becauſe of their 


| ungodly Practices and evil Doings under the 
Form, Shew, and Profeſſion of Godlineſs; 


ſuch, like unſavoury Salt, are good for no- 
thing, but to be trod under Foot of Men, 


Judged and condemned by God's Witneſs 


within themſelves, and without by others; 
and the gnawing Worm takes hold of them, 
and the unquenchable Fire is kindled in their 


|  Bowels, and an Earneſt of Eternal Vengeance 


they receive, as a juſt Recompence of Reward, 
and like fallen Angels, are reſerved in Chains 

to the Judgment of the Great Day, 0 
For my Faith and Belief is, That if all 
that ever took up the Form and Profeſſion of the 
Truth, Light, Grace and Spiritual Manifeſta- 
tion thereof within, had ſtood firm in the ſame, 


| and walch'd againſt, ruled over, and kept out 


b the 
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the Spirit of Enmity, Ungodlineſs, 8 and 
dead Formality; and by the Heavenly Gift and 
Power, with which they were endued, had 
Judged the Serpent in all his Appearances, Form- 


ings and Transformings, and walked uprightly 


in the ſame, the Eye of the Nation bad been 


towards us; and Vea and Nay had been of 


great Authority in this Nation of England before 
_ this Day; and Truth in the inward Parts, the 


Lato of the Spirit, the Rule of Life and Manners 


within, honourable, and of hi * Eſteem in the 


Hearts and Minds of Thouſands, more than now Þ 


it is: Offences have come, and may come; 
but Woe to them by whom they come. 


So, my tender Friend, who haſt not had 1 


thy ſpiritual Senſes throughly exerciſed, nor 
art yet acquainted with all the Wiles. and 
Devices of the Enemy, for whoſe Sake I 
N write this Epiſtle; this one Thing 1 
would have thee ſet- 
A the Gate of dead tle in thy Mind, and 
Formality, and under tully underſtand, that 
the Form of Godlineſs, the Spirit of Satan 


the Deſtroying Spirit of working under the 


Adboſtacy entered in the Form of Godlineſs, 


Primitive Times, and is that which hath been, 


fon eclipſed the Light is, and will be the 
of the glorious Goſpel ; greateſt Wajier, De- 


and the old Adverſary ſtroyer, and Oppoſer 


_ effetted that by turning of the. Power theredf : 


P roteſlor of Chriſti- Theretore watch thou 


anity, VF inſt 
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againſt hind 3 in this anity, hich he could 
Appearance, not only not bring 10 paſs by 
in Others, but in thy. bloody: Hertel 
ſelf, ſo wilt thou fruſ- open an. & 
.trate his Deſign, and 

be able to keep thyſelf, as ſome of old did, 
985 the Evil "or _ thee not. 
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Experiences. 
Fourth Edition. Price 45. 6d. 


BOOKS Printed and Sold at the Bible 
in een Lombard-otreet, 7 


Collecto of the Works of. that: an- 
cient, faithful Servant of: Jeſus Chriſt, 


Thomas Chalkley, who departed. this Life in 
the Iſland of Tortola, the fourth Diy of the 
Ninth Month, 1741. 


To which is prefix'd, 
a Journal of his Lite, Travels, and Chriſtian 
Written by himſelf. The 


The Hiſtory of the Life of 7. bomas Ell. 
wood : Or an Account of his Birth, Educa- 


tion, Sc. with divers Obſervations on his 
Life and Manners when a Youth: And how 
he came to be convinced of the Truth; with 
his many Sufferings and Services for the ſame. 
Alſo ſeveral other remarkable Paſſages and Oc- 


curences. Written by his own Hand. The 
Third Edition, lately publiſh'd, Price 3s. 6d. 
No Croſs, No Crown : A Diſcourſe ſhew- 


ing the Nature and Diſcipline. of. the Holy 
Croſs of Chriſt ; and that the Denial of Self, 


and daily bearing of Chriſt's Croſs, is the alone 
Way to the Reſt and Kingdom of God. To 


which are added, the living and dying Teſti- 
monies of many Perſons of Fame and Learn- 
ing, both of Ancient and Modern Times, in 
_ Favour of this Treatiſe, By William Penn. 
The Eleventh Edition, Price 45. 


Davideis : The Life of David King of Iſrael, 


a Sacred Poem, in Five Books. The Fourth 
Edition, Price 25, 6d. 55 Some 
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BOOK'S Printed and Sold, &c. 

Some brief Memoirs of the Life of David 
Hall; with an Account of the Life of his Fa- 
ther John Hall. To which are added, divers 
of his Epiſtles to Friends, on various Occa- B 
ſions. Price 25. 

An Account of the Convindemient, Euer 
ciſes, Services, and Travels of that ancient 
Servant of the Lord, Richard Davies. With 
ſome Relation of ancient Friends, and the 
Spreading of Truth in North-Wales, &c. The 


Third Edition, Price bound 15. 34. 


An Alphabetical Extract of all the Arinual Y 
printed Epiſtles, which have been ſent to the 


ſeveral Quarterly-Meetings of the People call- 
| ed 


Qua ters, in England and elſewhere, from 
their Yearly- Meeting held in London, for the 


Promotion of Peace and Love in the Society, 


and Encouragement of Piety and Virtue, 
from the Year 1682, to 1762 incluſive, being 
Eighty-one Years ; containing many excellent 
Exhortations to Faithfulneſs, 1n the ſeveral 
Branches of that Chriſtian Teſtimony which 


God hath given them to bear; and Admoni- 
tions, occaſionally given, for the Support of 


good Order and Regularity in and among the 
laid People. By Jobn Fry. The Second Edi- | 


tion, Price 15. 


Fruits of Retirement : Or, Miſcellaneous i 


Poems, moral and divine. Being ſome Con- 
templations, * Se. IF M. Movineus, 
Price 15. 6d. 


An 


BOOKS Printed and Sad, &c.. 
An Account of the Life and Travels of 
Samuel Bawnasi The Second Edition, Price 25. 
Uſeful Inſtructions for Children, by way of 
Queſtion and Anſwer, by Abiah Darby. The 


85 Third Edition, Price 44. 


Buds and Bloſſoms of Piety, with ſore . 
Fruit of the Spirit of Love: And Directions 
to the Divine Wiſdom, Being a Collection 


of Papers Written in Verſe by B. A The 
Fifth Edition, Price 15. | 


A Collection of Poems on varies Subjects, 


never before Printed, by Thomas Ellwood, 
Erice dJ. 


A brief Hiſtory of the Voyage of Katharine 


Evans and Sarab Cbevers to the Iſland of 


Malia, where the Apoſtle Paul ſuffered Ship- 


Vrack, and an Account of their cruel Suffer- Þ 


ings in the Inquiſition: there, for near four 8 
Tears, Price 15. | 


The Life and 8 Works of . 


Richard Claridge, being Memoirs and Manu- 
ſcripts relating to his Experiences and Progreſs 


in Religion: His Changes in Opinion, and | 


| Reaſons for them: With Eſſays in Defence of | 


ſeveral Principles and Practices of the People | 


called Quakers, Collected by Jajepb Baſe, 
ieee 

Fruits of Solitude; being Reflections and! 
- Maxims relating to the Conduct of Humane 
Life. By William Penn. Price 15. 64 | 
The Life of John Roberts, Price 6d. 


